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                                       City of Richmond 
 

Meeting Minutes  
 

Finance and Economic Development Standing Committee 
 
Thursday, October 17, 2019    1:00 PM   Council Chamber, 2nd Floor – City Hall 
                  
Committee Members and Others in Attendance 
 
The Honorable Michael Jones – Chair  
The Honorable Kristen Larson – Vice Chair (Late arrival) 
The Honorable Ellen Robertson – Alternate member 
The Honorable Andreas Addison – Council member 
The Honorable Kim Gray – Council member 
Samson Anderson, Council Budget Analyst 
Meghan Brown, Interim Council Chief of Staff 
Allison Miessler, Boards and Commissions Administrator 
Pamela Nichols Assistant City Clerk 
Candice Reid, City Clerk 
Tabrica Rentz, Senior Assistant City Attorney 
RJ Warren, Deputy City Clerk 
 
Absent 
The Honorable Parker Agelasto – Member 
 
 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Michael Jones called the meeting to order at 1:06 p.m., and presided. 
 
 
Evacuation Announcement and Citizen Speaker Guidelines 
 
Pamela Nichols, assistant city clerk, provided information on the appropriate manner in which the 
Council Chamber is to be evacuated in the event of an emergency along with citizen speaker 
guidelines. 
 
 
Public Comment Period 
 

There were no public comment speakers. 
 
 
Board Vacancies 
 

Allison Miessler, boards and commissions administrator, reviewed board applications for 
consideration by the committee. 
 

Alternate member Ellen Robertson moved to forward the following board 
appointment applications to Council with the recommendation to approve, which was 
seconded and approved:  Ayes 2, Robertson, Jones.  Larson had not yet arrived. 

 

900 East Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 

www.richmondgov.com/city clerk 

http://www.richmondgov.com/city
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Board Name Criteria for Appointment Applicant Name 

Richmond Region Tourism  
(3 directors) 

* 
 
 

(2 vacancies) 

Lester Johnson  
(reappointment)  

Jen Kostyniuk 
(reappointment) 

                      * Applicants must either reside or work in the city. 
 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 
 
Presentation(s) 
 

There were no presentations. 
 
 
Paper(s) for Consideration 
 

Alternate Member Ellen Robertson moved to amend the agenda as follows: 
 
ORD. 2018-236 
To amend ch. 26, art. V, div. 2 of the City Code by adding therein new sections 26-370-26-374, 
concerning a real estate tax deferral program for real estate owned and occupied as a sole 
dwelling, for the purpose of establishing a new real estate tax deferral program for real estate 
owned and occupied as a sole dwelling. 
Patron:  Ms. Gray 
 
To be continued to the November 21, 2019 Finance and Economic Development Standing 
Committee meeting 
 
ORD. 2019-118 
To amend City Code ch. 2, art. IV, div. 1 by adding therein a new § 2-239, concerning value 
engineering, for the purpose of requiring value engineering for projects costing more than 
$5,000,000.00. 
Patron:  Ms. Gray 
 
To be continued to the November 21, 2019 Finance and Economic Development Standing 
Committee meeting 
 
 

The motion was seconded and approved:  Ayes 2, Robertson, Jones.  Larson had not 
yet arrived. 
 
 
The following ordinance was considered: 
 
ORD. 2019-208 
To amend City Code §12-263, concerning the Budget and Revenue Stabilization Contingency 
Reserve, to set forth stipulations for the use of the reserve. 
Patron:  President Newbille 
 

Meghan Brown, interim council chief of staff, introduced ORD. 2019-208.  Ms. Brown 
explained the intent for the proposed legislation and the amendment.  

 
Vice Chair Kristen Larson arrived at 1:12 p.m. 
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Alternate Member Ellen Robertson expressed concern about the impact the proposed 
legislation could have on city administration’s response in the event of emergency situations. 

 
There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson 

moved to forward ORD. 2019-208 to Council with the recommendation to approve, which 
was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
 
The following ordinances were considered: 
 
ORD. 2019-268 
To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to execute 
an Agreement for the Use of Federal Highway Administration Congestion Mitigation Air Quality 
Program Funds Fiscal Year 2019 between the City of Richmond and the Virginia Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation to provide funding for the continuation of the City of Richmond 
Employee Trip Reduction program. 
Patron:  Mayor Stoney 
 
ORD. 2019-269 
To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City  of Richmond, to 
execute a Project Agreement for Use of Commonwealth Transportation Funds Fiscal Year 2019 
between the City of Richmond and the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation to 
provide  funding for the continuation of the City of Richmond Employee Trip Reduction program. 
Patron:  Mayor Stoney 
 
Councilor Andreas Addison arrived at 1:19 p.m. 
 

Dironna Moore-Clarke, multimodal transportation manager – Department of Public Works, 
introduced ORD. 2019-268 and ORD. 2019-269, and explained the city had approximately 1000 
employees enrolled in the program with an estimated 700 active users who utilize the service on a 
daily basis.  Ms. Moore-Clarke further explained the department’s promotional efforts to bring more 
awareness about the program. 

 
There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson 

moved to forward ORD. 2019-268 and ORD. 2019-269 to Council with the recommendation 
to approve, which was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
 
The following ordinance was considered: 
 
ORD. 2019-273 
To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to execute 
a Commonwealth’s Development Opportunity Fund Performance Agreement between the City of 
Richmond, Thomson Reuters Holdings Inc., the Economic Development Authority of the City of 
Richmond, and the Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority  for the purpose of 
providing Thomson Reuters Holdings Inc. with incentives to establish a cybersecurity operations 
office and to improve, equip, and operate a new facility in the city of Richmond. 
Patron:  Mayor Stoney 

 
Betty-Anne Teter, programs administrator – Economic Development, introduced ORD. 

2019-273 and reported that the city would be matching the Commonwealth Opportunity Fund grant 
with Enterprise Zone benefits and in-kind workforce services once the company meets targets set 
forth in the performance agreement. 
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There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson 
moved to forward ORD. 2019-273 to Council with the recommendation to approve, which 
was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
 
The following ordinance was considered: 
 
ORD. 2019-274 
To amend ch. 11 of the City Code by adding therein a new art. VIII (§§11-190-11-197) to establish 
a commercial property assessed clean energy program in accordance with Va. Code § 15.2-958.3, 
for the purpose of facilitating the development of clean energy projects. 
Patron: Ms. Larson 
 

Vice Chair Kristen Larson introduced ORD. 2019-274 and explained the proposed 
legislation would enable owners of commercial and industrial buildings to use private sector funds 
for energy saving projects.  Vice Chair Larson stated that Council first approved legislation for a 
commercial property assessed clean energy (C-Pace) program in 2016; however, an ordinance to 
enact the program was never submitted.  Vice Chair Larson further explained the program would 
be administered by a third party. 

 
Councilor Kim Gray arrived at 1:30 p.m. 
 

Alicia Zatcoff, sustainability manager – Office of Sustainability, reported that city 
administration supports a C-PACE program, but would prefer to wait until the 2020 Virginia 
General Assembly considers a proposed statewide PACE program. 

 
Vice Chair Larson stated that other localities have or are in the process of establishing a C-

PACE program and she would like to move forward with the program. 
 
Meghan Brown, interim council chief of staff, stated that resources would be needed to 

implement the program; however, compensation for a third-party administrator would be financed 
through fees associated with the program. 

 
Bob Steidel, deputy chief administrative officer for operations, stated that city administration 

has begun working on clean energy strategies to be incorporated in the RVAgreen 2050 climate 
action planning process. 

 
There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson 

moved to forward ORD. 2019-274 to Council with the recommendation to approve, which 
was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
 
The following ordinances were considered: 
 
ORD. 2019-275 
To amend ch. 6 of the City Code by adding therein a new art. XII (§§6-596-6-602) to establish a 
technology zone program in accordance with Va. Code § 58.1-3850, for the purpose of facilitating 
the development and location of technology businesses in the city of Richmond, capital 
investment, and job creation. 
Patron:  Mr. Addison 
 
ORD. 2019-276 
To amend City Code §§ 26-872, concerning definitions related to license taxes, and 26-989, 
concerning licenses taxes for personal services businesses, and to amend ch. 26, art. XV, div. 2 of 
the City Code by   adding therein a new section numbered 26-1003.1, concerning the license tax 
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for technology businesses, for the purpose of creating a new business, profession, and occupation 
license category called “technology business” and imposing a new license tax on such businesses. 
Patron:  Mr. Addison 
 

Councilor Andreas Addison introduced ORD. 2019-275 and ORD. 2019-276 and remarked 
the technology zone program, authorized by the Code of Virginia, would foster the development 
and location of technology businesses, increase capital investment and create jobs.  Councilor 
Addison further remarked the creation of a business professional and occupational license (BPOL) 
tax would allow the city to develop more technology businesses and related employment 
opportunities.  Mr. Addison explained that he was not ready to move forward with the legislation 
and would like to have the items continued to the next committee meeting. 

 
Jane Ferrara, deputy director – Department of Economic Development, stated that while 

city administration supports ORD. 2019-275, it would like to work more with the patron on specific 
details. 

 
John Wack, director – Finance, expressed concern that the effective date of the legislation 

would not coincide with the city’s current deadlines for BPOL taxes. 
 
Vice Chair Kristen Larson asked questions regarding the process for identifying existing 

technology businesses and proposed BPOL exemptions. 
 
There were no further comments or discussions and Vice Chair Kristen Larson moved to 

continue ORD. 2019-275 and ORD. 2019-276 to the November 21, 2019 Finance and 
Economic Development Standing Committee meeting, which was seconded and 
unanimously approved. 
 
 
The following resolution was considered: 
 
RES. 2019-R057 
To require that Richmond Performing Arts Alliance take all actions necessary to sell at fair market 
value its property at 623 East Broad Street and contribute the proceeds thereof to its endowment 
as provided in a Comprehensive Agreement dated Sept. 14, 2007. 
Patron:  Mr. Agelasto 
 
Councilor Andreas Addison exited at 2:04 p.m. 
 

Meghan Brown, interim council chief of staff, explained the patron was requesting the 
Virginia Performing Arts Foundation, predecessor of Richmond Performing Arts Alliance (RPAA) to 
sell a property known as the Northern Portion due to the alliance’s failure to comply with the terms 
of the 2007 comprehensive agreement.  Ms. Brown provided the committee with the impact 
statement prepared by RPAA. 

 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 

 
Opposition 
 

Abbi Haggerty, executive director – Richmond Performing Arts Alliance, stated that RPAA 
believed the obligations of the comprehensive agreement were met with the approved plan of 
development for the use of the subject property as a parking lot.  Ms. Haggerty further stated 
RPAA was not made aware of the concerns until after the legislation was introduced for 
consideration. 

 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 
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Tabrica Rentz, senior assistant city attorney, stated that RPAA failed to meet the terms of 

the comprehensive agreement; therefore, the city may require to sell of the property at fair market 
value and for the proceeds to be contributed to RPAA’s endowment for support of the project. 

 
Chair Michael Jones stated he would prefer the patron and RPAA discuss the matter before 

the committee makes its recommendation. 
 
Jane Ferrara, deputy director – Department of Economic Development, commented that 

both parties should discuss the matter prior to the committee’s recommendation and she would be 
agreeable to being a part of the meeting. 

 
The committee asked Interim Council Chief of Staff Meghan Brown to organize a meeting 

with RPAA, the Economic Development Authority and the patron to discuss the terms of the 
comprehensive agreement. 

 
Vice Chair Larson asked the Committee to forward RES. 2019-R057 to Council with no 

recommendation to give the patron an opportunity to participate in the discussion prior to the end 
of his tenure as a member of City Council.  

 
There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate member Ellen Robertson 

moved to continue RES. 2019-R057 to the November 21, 2019 Finance and Economic 
Development Standing Committee meeting Council, which was seconded and approved:  
Ayes, 2, Jones, Robertson.  Noes 1, Larson. 

 
 

The following resolution was considered: 
 
RES. 2019-R060 
To approve the issuance by the Richmond Redevelopment and Housing Authority of its multifamily 
housing revenue bonds in an amount up to $15,000,000.00 for the acquisition, construction, 
renovation, rehabilitation and equipping of an approximately 152-unit multifamily residential rental 
housing project to be known as Chamberlayne Senior Apartments located at 1705 Chamberlayne 
Parkway in the city of Richmond. 
Patron:  Vice President Hilbert 
 

Meghan Brown, interim council chief of staff, introduced RES. 2019-R060 and distributed 
the transcribed comments from Richmond Redevelopment and Housing Authority’s public hearing 
on the revenue bond program. 
 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 
 

There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson 
moved to forward RES. 2019-R060 to Council with the recommendation to approve, which 
was seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
 
Discussion Item(s) 
 
Fund Balance 
 

Vice Chair Kristen Larson asked the committee to consider the use of the capital 
maintenance reserve surplus to refund original appropriations to Richmond Public School’s (RPS) 
Capital Projects Fund for the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) remediation. 
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Alternate member Ellen Robertson expressed support for Vice Chair Larson’s 
recommendation, but stated she would like to meet with RPS to discuss the use of the funds. 

 
Chair Michael Jones expressed support for the use of the funds. 
 
Councilor Kim Gray provided the committee with a formal request to use $50,000 of the 

capital maintenance reserve funds to study a property which has been identified as the grave yard 
for free people of color and slaves.  Councilor Gray explained that the property was slated for 
auction due to delinquent real estate taxes.  

 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 

 
It was the consensus of the committee to use the capital maintenance reserve funds for 

RPS’s ADA remediation projects. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

There were no corrections or amendments to the meeting minutes of Thursday, September 
19, 2019, and the committee approved the minutes as presented. 
 
 
Staff Report 
  

Meghan Brown, interim council chief of staff, provided the committee with the October staff 
report.  
 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:12 p.m. 


	Presentation(s)
	There were no presentations.
	ORD. 2018-236
	To amend ch. 26, art. V, div. 2 of the City Code by adding therein new sections 26-370-26-374, concerning a real estate tax deferral program for real estate owned and occupied as a sole dwelling, for the purpose of establishing a new real estate tax d...
	Patron:  Ms. Gray
	ORD. 2019-118
	To amend City Code ch. 2, art. IV, div. 1 by adding therein a new § 2-239, concerning value engineering, for the purpose of requiring value engineering for projects costing more than $5,000,000.00.
	Patron:  Ms. Gray
	The following ordinance was considered:
	ORD. 2019-208
	To amend City Code §12-263, concerning the Budget and Revenue Stabilization Contingency Reserve, to set forth stipulations for the use of the reserve.
	Patron:  President Newbille
	Meghan Brown, interim council chief of staff, introduced ORD. 2019-208.  Ms. Brown explained the intent for the proposed legislation and the amendment.
	Vice Chair Kristen Larson arrived at 1:12 p.m.
	Alternate Member Ellen Robertson expressed concern about the impact the proposed legislation could have on city administration’s response in the event of emergency situations.
	There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson moved to forward ORD. 2019-208 to Council with the recommendation to approve, which was seconded and unanimously approved.
	The following ordinances were considered:
	ORD. 2019-268
	To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to execute an Agreement for the Use of Federal Highway Administration Congestion Mitigation Air Quality Program Funds Fiscal Year 2019 between the City of Richmo...
	Patron:  Mayor Stoney
	ORD. 2019-269
	To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City  of Richmond, to execute a Project Agreement for Use of Commonwealth Transportation Funds Fiscal Year 2019 between the City of Richmond and the Virginia Department of Rail an...
	Patron:  Mayor Stoney
	Councilor Andreas Addison arrived at 1:19 p.m.
	Dironna Moore-Clarke, multimodal transportation manager – Department of Public Works, introduced ORD. 2019-268 and ORD. 2019-269, and explained the city had approximately 1000 employees enrolled in the program with an estimated 700 active users who ut...
	There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson moved to forward ORD. 2019-268 and ORD. 2019-269 to Council with the recommendation to approve, which was seconded and unanimously approved.
	The following ordinance was considered:
	ORD. 2019-273
	To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to execute a Commonwealth’s Development Opportunity Fund Performance Agreement between the City of Richmond, Thomson Reuters Holdings Inc., the Economic Developm...
	Patron:  Mayor Stoney
	Betty-Anne Teter, programs administrator – Economic Development, introduced ORD. 2019-273 and reported that the city would be matching the Commonwealth Opportunity Fund grant with Enterprise Zone benefits and in-kind workforce services once the compan...
	There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson moved to forward ORD. 2019-273 to Council with the recommendation to approve, which was seconded and unanimously approved.
	The following ordinance was considered:
	ORD. 2019-274
	To amend ch. 11 of the City Code by adding therein a new art. VIII (§§11-190-11-197) to establish a commercial property assessed clean energy program in accordance with Va. Code § 15.2-958.3, for the purpose of facilitating the development of clean en...
	Patron: Ms. Larson
	Vice Chair Kristen Larson introduced ORD. 2019-274 and explained the proposed legislation would enable owners of commercial and industrial buildings to use private sector funds for energy saving projects.  Vice Chair Larson stated that Council first a...
	Councilor Kim Gray arrived at 1:30 p.m.
	Alicia Zatcoff, sustainability manager – Office of Sustainability, reported that city administration supports a C-PACE program, but would prefer to wait until the 2020 Virginia General Assembly considers a proposed statewide PACE program.
	Vice Chair Larson stated that other localities have or are in the process of establishing a C-PACE program and she would like to move forward with the program.
	Meghan Brown, interim council chief of staff, stated that resources would be needed to implement the program; however, compensation for a third-party administrator would be financed through fees associated with the program.
	Bob Steidel, deputy chief administrative officer for operations, stated that city administration has begun working on clean energy strategies to be incorporated in the RVAgreen 2050 climate action planning process.
	There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson moved to forward ORD. 2019-274 to Council with the recommendation to approve, which was seconded and unanimously approved.
	The following ordinances were considered:
	ORD. 2019-275
	To amend ch. 6 of the City Code by adding therein a new art. XII (§§6-596-6-602) to establish a technology zone program in accordance with Va. Code § 58.1-3850, for the purpose of facilitating the development and location of technology businesses in t...
	Patron:  Mr. Addison
	ORD. 2019-276
	To amend City Code §§ 26-872, concerning definitions related to license taxes, and 26-989, concerning licenses taxes for personal services businesses, and to amend ch. 26, art. XV, div. 2 of the City Code by   adding therein a new section numbered 26-...
	Patron:  Mr. Addison
	Councilor Andreas Addison introduced ORD. 2019-275 and ORD. 2019-276 and remarked the technology zone program, authorized by the Code of Virginia, would foster the development and location of technology businesses, increase capital investment and crea...
	Jane Ferrara, deputy director – Department of Economic Development, stated that while city administration supports ORD. 2019-275, it would like to work more with the patron on specific details.
	John Wack, director – Finance, expressed concern that the effective date of the legislation would not coincide with the city’s current deadlines for BPOL taxes.
	Vice Chair Kristen Larson asked questions regarding the process for identifying existing technology businesses and proposed BPOL exemptions.
	There were no further comments or discussions and Vice Chair Kristen Larson moved to continue ORD. 2019-275 and ORD. 2019-276 to the November 21, 2019 Finance and Economic Development Standing Committee meeting, which was seconded and unanimously appr...
	The following resolution was considered:
	RES. 2019-R057
	To require that Richmond Performing Arts Alliance take all actions necessary to sell at fair market value its property at 623 East Broad Street and contribute the proceeds thereof to its endowment as provided in a Comprehensive Agreement dated Sept. 1...
	Patron:  Mr. Agelasto
	Councilor Andreas Addison exited at 2:04 p.m.
	Meghan Brown, interim council chief of staff, explained the patron was requesting the Virginia Performing Arts Foundation, predecessor of Richmond Performing Arts Alliance (RPAA) to sell a property known as the Northern Portion due to the alliance’s f...
	Opposition
	Abbi Haggerty, executive director – Richmond Performing Arts Alliance, stated that RPAA believed the obligations of the comprehensive agreement were met with the approved plan of development for the use of the subject property as a parking lot.  Ms. H...
	Tabrica Rentz, senior assistant city attorney, stated that RPAA failed to meet the terms of the comprehensive agreement; therefore, the city may require to sell of the property at fair market value and for the proceeds to be contributed to RPAA’s endo...
	Chair Michael Jones stated he would prefer the patron and RPAA discuss the matter before the committee makes its recommendation.
	Jane Ferrara, deputy director – Department of Economic Development, commented that both parties should discuss the matter prior to the committee’s recommendation and she would be agreeable to being a part of the meeting.
	The committee asked Interim Council Chief of Staff Meghan Brown to organize a meeting with RPAA, the Economic Development Authority and the patron to discuss the terms of the comprehensive agreement.
	Vice Chair Larson asked the Committee to forward RES. 2019-R057 to Council with no recommendation to give the patron an opportunity to participate in the discussion prior to the end of his tenure as a member of City Council.
	There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate member Ellen Robertson moved to continue RES. 2019-R057 to the November 21, 2019 Finance and Economic Development Standing Committee meeting Council, which was seconded and approved:  Ayes, 2...
	The following resolution was considered:
	RES. 2019-R060
	To approve the issuance by the Richmond Redevelopment and Housing Authority of its multifamily housing revenue bonds in an amount up to $15,000,000.00 for the acquisition, construction, renovation, rehabilitation and equipping of an approximately 152-...
	Patron:  Vice President Hilbert
	Meghan Brown, interim council chief of staff, introduced RES. 2019-R060 and distributed the transcribed comments from Richmond Redevelopment and Housing Authority’s public hearing on the revenue bond program.
	There were no further comments or discussions and Alternate Member Ellen Robertson moved to forward RES. 2019-R060 to Council with the recommendation to approve, which was seconded and unanimously approved.
	Discussion Item(s)

