
 
 
 

General Assembly Update – City of Richmond City Council, Informal Meeting 
January 28, 2019 

 
 

Update - Legislation in the City’s Legislative Package 
 

Bills Committee Last action Date 

Lost/Stolen Firearms    

HB 1644 - Bourne - Firearms; 
reporting when lost or stolen, civil 
penalty. 

(H) Committee on 
Militia, Police and 
Public Safety 

(H) Subcommittee 
recommends passing 
by indefinitely (4-Y 
2-N) 

01/17/19 

SB 1324 - McClellan - Firearms; 
reporting when lost or stolen, civil 
penalty. 

(S) Committee for 
Courts of Justice 

(S) Failed to report 
(defeated) in Courts 
of Justice (6-Y 8-N) 

01/16/19 

Affordable Housing    

HB 1670 - Carr - Affordable housing; 
City of Richmond added to list with 
authority to provide dwelling unit 
program. 

(H) Committee on 
Counties, Cities and 
Towns 

(H) Subcommittee 
recommends laying 
on the table (7-Y 0-
N) 

01/16/19 

SB 1192 - Dance - Affordable 
housing; CoR added to list with 
authority to provide dwelling unit 
program. 

(S) Committee on Local 
Government 

(S) Stricken at 
request of Patron  

01/22/19 

Richmond Charter    

HB 2052 - McQuinn - Richmond, City 
of; Amending charter, runoff elections. 

(H) Committee on 
Counties, Cities and 
Towns 

(H) Passed CCT 
Committee 
unanimously 

01/25/19 

SB 1193 - Dance - Richmond, City of; 
Amending charter, runoff elections. 

(S) Committee on Local 
Government 

(S)Passed Committee 
(11-Y 0-N) 

01/24/19 

Lobbying Restrictions    

HB 2061 - Adams, D.M. - Richmond, 
City of; restrictions on activities of 
former officers and employees. 

(H) Committee on 
Counties, Cities and 
Towns 

(H) Assigned CC & T 
sub: Subcommittee 
#1 

01/14/19 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp508.exe?191+upe+000038
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http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H07
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+sum+SB1193
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+mbr+S94
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S07
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S07
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http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H07
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SB 1194 - Dance - Richmond, City of; 
restrictions on activities of former 
officers and employees. 

(S) Committee on Local 
Government 

(S) 2nd reading Senate 
Floor 1/28/19 

01/24/19 

 
Update on Bills Of Importance to City 

 
Annexation – HB 2450 Chief patron: Wilt (R- Harrisonburg/Rockingham County) Summary as 
introduced:  Based on selected recommendations of the Commission on Local Government's recently 
completed study of annexation alternatives, HB 2450 makes the current temporary moratorium on city 
annexation permanent by removing the expiration date and references to city annexation throughout 
the Code. Similarly, provisions regarding county immunity to city annexation are repealed. Towns will 
continue to have annexation authority. Other amendments seek to promote alternatives to city 
annexation, including granting authority for a city reverting to town status to refer to itself as a 
dependent city rather than a town. In addition, for certain local government consolidations, localities 
may seek to hold an advisory referendum prior to undertaking the consolidation process. The bill 
establishes the Local Government Efficiency Analysis Fund to encourage localities to explore 
consolidation, city reversion, interlocal agreements and other local operational efficiencies that may 
lead to improved economies of scale and more efficient service delivery. The matching grants from the 
Fund shall be used for the purpose of allowing localities to overcome cost-prohibitive financial barriers 
in order to investigate, research, and analyze the benefits of such agreements.  The Virginia First 
Cities Coalition (VFC) met with Delegate Wilt and expressed strong opposition to the bill, in as 
much as it 1) makes the moratorium permanent; 2) does not speak to current or future friendly 
inter-local and revenue sharing agreements; 3) does not provide cities one thing in return for a 
permanent moratorium; 4) does nothing to relieve the fiscal stress that Virginia’s cities face. 
Delegate Wilt was asked to withdraw his bill for this Session so that the intervening year might 
be used to get to something of benefit to the Commonwealth’s cities. 
 
Casino Bills - Legislation seeking to legalize and regulate casinos in certain parts of the 
Commonwealth advanced on January 21, as the Senate General Laws and Technology 
Committee voted 9-3-1 to report SB 1126 (Sen. Louise Lucas, D-Portsmouth) and re-refer the bill to 
the Senate Finance Committee for further consideration. SB 1126 was one of three bills on Monday’s 
Senate General Laws docket.  Ultimately, the Committee opted to incorporate the other two bills –SB 
1503 (Carrico) and SB 1706 (Lewis) – into SB 1126 (Lucas) and consider one larger casino bill that 
contemplates possible casino projects in Bristol, Danville, and Portsmouth, as well as two casino 
projects that the Pamunkey Indian Tribe is considering for Norfolk and Richmond. 
 
As drafted, HB 1126 would allow each of the five localities to hold a referendum on a casino in the 
Fall of 2019 and would not allow the Commonwealth to grant a casino license until July 1, 2020.  For 
any Richmond casino, the quarterly disbursements made to the City in which an Indian Gaming 
facility is located read:  25% to the city in which a casino gaming establishment is located; and 75% 
divided equally among those localities that are part of the RMTA. 
 
This timeline was established to provide a year for the State to undertake a comprehensive study, 
which is a chief concern of many legislators as well as Governor Ralph Northam. The proposed study 
would be completed before the beginning of the 2020 session to afford the General Assembly 
adequate time to consider the findings and propose any necessary changes to the law.  
 
Next up for the casino bill is a stop in the powerful Senate Finance Committee. SB 1126 (Lucas) has 
not yet been scheduled to be heard, but it will likely be considered early the week of January 28. 
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Machinery and Tools Tax – Change in Definition of “original total capitalized cost” – HB 2640  
Summary as Introduced:  Proposes to change the definition of "original total capitalized cost” 
regarding the taxation of machinery and tools (M&T). City Administration is strongly opposed to the 
bill, as its passage would raise problems because of assessment methods, and would require 
assessment methods and/or rates to be adjusted to mitigate revenue losses. In addition, the City 
Administration raised another troubling issue with the bill related to Amended Returns & Refunds, 
especially if there are retroactive assessment adjustments, there would be a further negative impact 
(which may include interest). HB 2640 passed the House Finance Subcommittee on Wednesday, 
1/24/19 and will be taken up in the full House Finance Committee on Monday. CoR opposition to 
the measure will be communicated at every point in the legislative process. 
 
Parking Ordinances/Maximum Fines – SB 1044, Sen. Richard Black, (R-Loudoun County) and 
HB 1818, Del. Karrie Delaney, (D-Loudoun County), introduced bills to give counties and towns 
with populations of at least 40,000 the same authority that cities have to enact an ordinance governing 
parking tickets and violations. Unfortunately, Sen. Black’s bill, SB 1044, was hastily amended in 
committee to cap parking fines at $75 for violations of such local ordinance. Del. Delaney’s HB 
passed House committee without the $75 cap and is now headed to the House floor for vote.  
 
It has been communicated that the SB 1044 will have a negative impact on the COR. We will work to 
have the $75 cap language removed/stripped from SB 1044. 
 
Scooter Bills - Three bills have been introduced that affect the authority of localities to regulate 
motorized scooters and similar devices. HB 2232 (Del. Bagby, D-Richmond) and HB 2752 (Del. 
Pillion, R-Abingdon) remain alive. As the bills were introduced, they would have limited the ability 
of counties, cities and towns to decide where and how scooters could be used.  The House 
Transportation Subcommittee passed a heavily revised HB2752 on 1/22/19 that is much more 
favorable to localities than was the original bill and allows localities to reasonably regulate the 
scooter companies and the use of scooters on streets and sidewalks. We continue to work with the 
scooter companies to find a legislative solution to everyone’s benefit. 
 
Towing Fees Bill – HB 1865 Chief patron: Fowler (R-Hanover) / SB 1567 Chief Patron: Marsden 
(D-Burke) Summary as introduced: Towing fees. Sets maximum towing hookup and initial towing 
fees at $150 for all localities. Current law authorizes local governing bodies to set towing fee limits 
different from the maximums retained by the bill. The bills are being worked on with the patrons 
for a more reasonable local government outcome. 
 

 
State Budget Update 

 
While hundreds of millions of dollars in additional spending has been proposed by General Assembly 
members in amendments submitted to the budget, no action has occurred.  General Assembly budget 
writers from the House and Senate are scheduled to reveal their respective budget plans a week from 
this Sunday (February 3).  The leadership of both budget committees have expressed their desire to 
provide significant tax relief, making it increasingly likely that much of the Governor’s proposed new 
spending will not survive the budget knife. Stay tuned. 
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Update on Bills Discussed Jan. 14 2019 Council Meeting 

 
Bills Committee Last action Date 

HB 1645 - Bourne - Virginia 
Fair Housing Law; unlawful 
discriminatory housing practices. 

(H) Committee on 
General Laws 

(H) Referred to 
Committee on General 
Laws 

01/18/19 

HB 1647 - Bourne - Virginia 
Fair Housing Law; unlawful 
discriminatory housing practices. 

(H) Committee on 
General Laws 

(H) Referred to 
Committee on General 
Laws 

01/18/19 

HB 1921 - Bourne - School 
boards; unexpended local funds 
may be used to finance capital 
projects. 

(H) Committee on 
Appropriations 

(H) Subcommittee 
recommends Killed Bill 
(5-Y 3-N) 

01/16/19 

HB 1923 - Bourne - Virginia 
Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Act; noncompliance with rental 
agreement, etc. 

(H) Committee on 
General Laws 

(H) Subcommittee passed 
a substitute  & now goes 
to full committee week of 
1/28 

01/24/19 

HB 2007 - Aird - Eviction; writs 
of possession and eviction. 

(H) Committee on 
General Laws 

 
(S) Committee on 
General Laws and 
Technology 

Passed the House. 
Referred to Senate 
Committee on General 
Laws and Technology 

01/24/19 

HB 2054 - Carr - Virginia 
Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Act; rental agreement, provisions 
made applicable by law. 

(H) Committee on 
General Laws 

 
(S) Committee on 
General Laws and 
Technology 

Passed House 
Referred to Committee 
on General Laws and 
Technology 

01/24/19 

HB 2655 - Collins - Eviction 
Diversion Pilot Program; 
established, report. 

(H) Committee on 
General Laws 

(H) Referred to 
Committee on General 
Laws 

01/11/19 

SB 1448 - Locke - Eviction; 
writs of possession and eviction. 

(S) Committee on 
General Laws and 
Technology 

(S) Passed Senate 01/24/19 

SB 1450 - Locke - Eviction 
Diversion Pilot Program; 
established, report. 

(S) Committee on 
General Laws and 
Technology 

(S) Referred to 
Committee on General 
Laws and Technology 

01/08/19 
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https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+sum+HB1921
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+mbr+H288
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H02
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H02
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+sum+HB1923
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+mbr+H288
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H11
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H11
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+sum+HB2007
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+mbr+H274
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H11
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H11
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+sum+HB2054
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+mbr+H212
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H11
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H11
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+sum+HB2655
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+mbr+H277
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H11
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+H11
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+sum+SB1448
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+mbr+S67
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+sum+SB1450
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+mbr+S67
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?191+com+S12


SB 1676 - Stanley - Virginia 
Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Act; rental agreement, provisions 
made applicable by law. 

(S) Committee on 
General Laws and 
Technology 

(S) Passed Senate  01/24/19 
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