
 

 
                           City of Richmond 
 

                             Minutes - Draft 
 

Land Use, Housing and Transportation Standing Committee 
 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015       3:00 PM   Council Chamber, 2nd Floor - City Hall 
 
 

Committee Members and Staff in Attendance 
 
The Honorable Ellen Robertson – Chair 
The Honorable Jonathan Baliles – Vice Chair 
The Honorable Kathy Graziano – Member  
The Honorable Parker Agelasto 
Jean V. Capel, City Clerk 
William Echelberger Jr., Council Budget Analyst 
Pamela Nichols, Assistant City Clerk 
Alexander Rawles, Boards and Commissions Administrator 
Candice Reid, Deputy City Clerk 
Steve Taylor, Council Policy Analyst 
Matthew Welch, Assistant City Attorney 
 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Ellen Robertson called the meeting to order at 3:08 p.m.   
 
Evacuation Announcement and Citizen Speaker Guidelines  
 
Upon the chair’s request, Pamela Nichols, Assistant City Clerk, provided information on the 
appropriate manner in which the Council Chamber is to be evacuated in the event of an 
emergency along with citizen speaker guidelines and conduct during the meeting. 
 
Public Comment Period 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The minutes from the Tuesday, October 20, 2015, 3:00 p.m., meeting and the Monday, 
November 2, 2015, 4:30 p.m., special meeting were approved ~ Motioned by Committee 
member Kathy Graziano and seconded ~ Vote 3/0. 
 
Board Vacancies 
 
Alexander Rawles, Boards and Commissions Administrator, reviewed a board application for 
consideration by the committee and advised the committee that the Commission of 
Architectural Review would like to add additional applicants for consideration.   
 
It was the consensus of the committee that Mr. Rawles send a questionnaire to the current 
applicant and potential applicants for the vacancy on the Commission of Architectural Review. 

900 East Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 

www.richmondgov.com/cityclerk 

City of Richmond      Page~ 1 ~     Printed on 1/20/2016 

 

http://www.richmondgov.com/cityclerk


It was the consensus of the committee to continue consideration of the Commission of 
Architectural Review, citizen of the city appointed at large appointment recommendation, to 
the December 22nd, Land Use, Housing and Transportation Standing Committee meeting. 

Councilor Parker Agelasto reported that the term for the Richmond Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority tenant representative expires on November 24th; he asked the committee to 
consider expediting the vacancy application to avoid a prolonged vacancy.   

Mr. Rawles advised the committee that the Office of the City Clerk has received one 
application for consideration; however, the office has not received a recommendation for the 
applicant from the Richmond Tenants’ Organization (RTO) as required by city policy.  Mr. 
Rawles stated that the City Clerk’s Office must receive a recommendation for each candidate 
prior to presenting his or her application to the committee for review.  

The committee asked Mr. Rawles to make another effort to contact the Richmond 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority concerning the urgency in obtaining recommendations 
from the RTO for the vacant tenant representative seat. 

Paper(s) for Consideration 

ORD. 2014-208 -  To amend and reordain ch. 2, art. V of the City Code by adding therein a 
new div. 7.2 (§§ 2-1035-2-1037) for the purpose of establishing a 
Richmond Archaeological Commission. (withdrawn) 
Patrons: Ms. Robertson 

Chair Ellen Robertson advised the committee of her decision to withdraw ORD. 2014-
208. 

The committee acknowledged the withdrawal of ORD. 2014-208. 

Committee member Kathy Graziano moved to forward the following paper to Council 
with the recommendation to continue to the December 22nd Land Use, Housing & 
Transportation Standing Committee meeting, which was seconded and approved ~ 
Vote 3/0:  

ORD. 2015-199  -  To amend City Code §§ 38-156, concerning the abatement of certain 
refuse, litter and weed control violations, and 86-44, concerning the times 
and places of collection for bulk items, brush and loose leaves, for the 
purposes of requiring the Chief Administrative Officer to waive certain fees 
for the abatement of certain violations, requiring the Director of Public 
Works to provide written notification of the date on which bulk items are 
scheduled for collection, and prohibiting the placement of bulk items for 
collection on or near a public right-of-way more than 48 hours before the 
date scheduled for collection. 
Patrons: Ms. Robertson and Mr. Agelasto 
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Presentation(s) 
 
Commission of Architectural Review Annual Report 
 
Bryan Clark Green, Chair – Commission of Architectural Review, provided an overview of the 
establishment and functions of the Commission of Architectural Review (CAR).  Mr. Green 
stated that, over a span of fifty-eight years, the city has grown from one historic district 
containing approximately 324 properties to sixteen districts containing 4,006 properties.  Mr. 
Green explained the citizen-request program for historic designation and provided a 
breakdown of the application project types.   
 
It was the consensus of the committee to schedule an annual update from CAR. 
 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 
 
Vice Chair Jonathan Baliles and the committee expressed well wishes to James Hill, Planner 
III – Planning and Development Review, and Secretary to the Commission of Architectural 
Review, on his future endeavors.   
 
Paper(s) for Consideration - Continued 

 
Committee member Kathy Graziano moved to forward the following papers to Council 
with the recommendation to approve, which was seconded and approved ~ Vote 3/0:  
 
ORD. 2015-191  -  To amend City Code §§ 38-154, concerning weeds and other vegetation, 

38-155, concerning violations and notice, and 38-156, concerning 
abatement by the City, and to amend Appendix A of the City Code by 
adding therein a new fee for City Code § 38-156(b) for the purpose of 
imposing one notice per growing season, designating the amount of 
administrative charges for abatement by the City, imposing civil penalties 
for violation or such sections, and requiring the Director of Planning and 
Development Review to prepare and deliver to the City Council and the 
Chief Administrative Officer a report concerning the costs incurred, 
charged to property owners and paid to the City associated with the City’s 
efforts to abate violations of such sections. 

   Patron: Mr. Agelasto 
  
ORD. 2015-208  -  To amend City Code § 38-152, concerning unlawful accumulation, for the 

purpose of making it unlawful to permit the accumulation of certain 
furniture manufactured primarily for indoor use on any property or on any 
alley, sidewalk, public right-of-way, grass strips, or street abutting such 
property. 

   Patron: Mr. Agelasto 
 

Selena Cuffee-Glenn, Chief Administrative Officer, stated that city administration 
supported ORD. 2015-208 but was concerned about the execution of the issuance of 
one violation notice per twelve month period as indicated in ORD. 2015-191.  
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Councilor Parker Agelasto introduced ORD. 2015-191 and explained that the proposed 
legislation was in alignment with the State Code of Virginia.  Councilor Agelasto stated 
that it has been proven by other jurisdictions with similar provisions, that after the first 
year, weeds and other vegetation compliances improved by fifty percent. Councilor 
Agelasto further stated that the program costs will increase significantly in the first 
calendar year for the cost of contracted mowing services and the expense for 
abatement and the administrative fee will constitute a lien on the owner’s property.   
 
Bill Echelberger, Budget Analyst, explained that ORD. 2015-191 included language 
which would require the director of Planning and Development Review to submit a 
yearly report concerning the program, and the information will provide the necessary 
tools to enable the operation of the program on a self-supporting basis. 
 
Chair Ellen Robertson and Committee member Kathy Graziano asked questions 
regarding the process for vacant houses and methods for enforcing notices of 
violations. 
 
Support 

 
Jean Capel spoke in support of ORD. 2015-208 stating that accumulation of the 
furniture could create fire and health hazards. 
 
Councilor Parker Agelasto explained that ORD. 2015-208 will permit city staff to 
address the accumulation of furniture not designed for exterior use. 
 
Chair Ellen Robertson advised city administration that she would like to meet, prior to 
the next Land Use, Housing and Transportation Standing Committee meeting, to 
discuss the potential impact ORD. 2015-199 would have on the Department of Public 
Work’s staff.   
 
Councilor Agelasto stated that proposed amendments to ORD. 2015-191 were not 
introduced at the last formal meeting of Council; however, he would like the committee 
to consider forwarding ORD. 2015-191 and ORD. 2015-208 with its recommendation 
for approval with the anticipation that amendments will be introduced at the December 
14th Council meeting. 
  

Discussion Item(s) 
 
Staff Report 
 

Steve Taylor, Council Policy Analyst and Bill Echelberger, Council Budget Analyst, 
provided the committee with the November staff report. 

 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 
 
Other Business 
 
Vice Chair Kathy Graziano moved to cancel the December 22nd Land Use, Housing and 
Transportation Standing Committee meeting, which was seconded and approved ~ Vote  
3/0. 
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Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  December 22, 2015 at 3:00 p.m., Council Chamber, 2nd Floor City Hall 
 
Staff Contact:  Pamela Nichols, 804-646-7931, pamela.nichols@richmondgov.com 
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