
 

 

 
City of Richmond 

 
Meeting Minutes  

 
Finance and Economic Development Standing Committee 

 
Thursday, January 21, 2016   3:00 PM              Council Chamber, 2nd Floor – City Hall 

 

The Honorable Kathy Graziano, Chair 
The Honorable Parker Agelasto, Vice Chair  
The Honorable Ellen Robertson, Committee Member  
Meghan Brown, Council Budget Analyst 
Jean V. Capel, City Clerk 
Bill Echelberger Jr., Council Budget Analyst 
Vincent Jones, Deputy Council Chief of Staff 
Pamela Nichols, Assistant City Clerk 
Alexander Rawles, Boards & Commissions Administrator 
Candice Reid, Deputy City Clerk 
Tabrica Rentz, Senior Assistant City Attorney 
 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Kathy Graziano called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m. 
 
Evacuation Announcement and Citizen Speaker Guidelines Public Comment Period 
 
Upon the Chair’s request, Pamela Nichols, Assistant City Clerk, provided information on the 
appropriate manner in which the Council Chamber is to be evacuated in the event of an 
emergency along with citizen speaker guidelines and conduct during the meeting. 
 
Public Comment Period 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The minutes of December 17, 2015 were approved – Motioned by Committee member Ellen 
Robertson, and seconded – 3/0. 
 
Board Vacancies 
 
Alexander Rawles, Boards and Commissions Administrator, reviewed a board application for 
consideration by the committee. 
 
It was the consensus of the committee to approve recommendation of the following 
board applicant: 
 

Minority Business Enterprise and Emerging Small Business Advisory Board 
• Peter J. Paulk, IV – Initial appointment 

900 East Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 

www.richmondgov.com/city clerk 
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Presentation(s) 
 
Unsolicited Proposal Process 
 
It was the consensus of the committee to reschedule this item to its February 18, 2016 
Finance and Economic Development Standing Committee meeting. 
 
Discussion Item(s) 
 
1st Quarter FY 2016 General Fund Report 
 
Lenora Reid, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer – Finance, advised the committee that the 1st 
Quarter FY 2016 General Fund Report will be distributed to committee members prior to the 
February 18th Finance and Economic Development Standing Committee meeting.  Ms. Reid 
stated that she anticipated the 2nd Quarter FY 2016 General Fund Report, which is in draft 
form, will be distributed shortly following the distribution of the 1st quarter report.    
 
Paper(s) for Consideration 
 
Committee member Ellen Robertson moved to continue the following papers to the 
February 18th Finance and Economic Development Standing Committee meeting, which 
was seconded and approved ~ Vote 3/0. 
 
ORD. 2014-217   -  To amend ch. 18 of the City Code by adding therein a new art. XII, 

consisting of new sections 18-626, 18-627, 18-636, 18-646 and 18-647, 
concerning tourism zones, for the purpose of establishing a Downtown 
Tourism Zone pursuant to Va. Code § 58.1-3851. 

 Patron: Vice President Robertson 
 
ORD. 2015-232   -  To amend and reordain City Code § 2-302, concerning the functions 

of the Department of Economic and Community Development, and to 
amend ch. 2 of the City Code by adding therein a new art. VIII, 
concerning the City’s development process, consisting of div. 1 (§§2-
1401-2-1402), concerning general matters, div. 2 (§§ 2-1411-2-1415), 
concerning the planning process, div. 3 (§§ 2-1421-2-1426), 
concerning redevelopment and development projects, and div. 4 (§§ 2-
1431-2-1435), concerning economic development projects, for the 
purpose of establishing a framework for planning, development, 
review, and approval of projects that involve contributions by the City. 

  Patron: Ms. Robertson 
 

Committee member Ellen Robertson moved to forward the following paper to Council 
with the recommendation to approve, which was seconded and approved ~ Vote 3/0. 
 
ORD. 2016-008  -  To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to accept funds in the 

amount of $5,000 from the Virginia Commission for the Arts and to 
appropriate the increase to the Fiscal Year 2015-2016 General Fund 
Budget by increasing estimated revenues and the amount appropriated 
to the Non-Departmental General Fund Budget by $5,000 for the 
purpose of providing a grant of $2,500 of such funds to the Cadence 
Theatre Company and to 1708 Gallery Inc. 
Patron: Mayor Jones 
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Chris Johnston, Grant Coordinator – Budget and Strategic Planning, introduced ORD. 
2016-008. 
 

Committee member Ellen Robertson moved to forward the following paper to Council 
with the recommendation to approve, which was seconded and approved ~ Vote 3/0. 
 
ORD. 2015-233   - To amend and reordain City Code §§ [98-263] 26-582, concerning the 

eligibility of residential real property in redevelopment and conservation 
areas and rehabilitation districts for partial tax exemption, [98-264] 26-
583, concerning the application requirements for such partial tax 
exemption, and [98-265] 26-584, concerning the amount of such 
exemption and the basis for taxes during construction, for the purposes 
of adjusting applicable threshold requirements to qualify for such 
exemption,  adding maximum rent limits for certain dwelling units, 
authorizing an additional exemption period for certain structures and 
requiring that property owners file annual renewal applications with the 
City Assessor.   

 Patron: Ms. Robertson 
 
Committee member Ellen Robertson introduced ORD. 2015-233.  
 
Meghan Brown, Council Budget Analyst, highlighted the ten amendments to the partial 
tax exemption program for redevelopment and conservation areas or rehabilitation 
districts.   
 
Vice Chair Parker Agelasto asked about the location of existing conservation areas and 
the last assessment of those areas. Vice Chair Agelasto asked Council’s staff to contact 
the responsible department concerning assessments and designations of the 
conversation districts within the city and expressed concern regarding the location of 
some of the conservation areas.  He stated that it was important to ensure incentives 
for redevelopment go to those areas in the city where needed.    
 
Committee member Robertson explained that the process of conservation designations 
was driven by factors, such as blight and a need for development in a particular area.  
She explained that the purpose of the legislation is to ensure the same opportunities 
were given for abatement in order to stimulate and encourage construction of houses 
for low-income families.   
 
Vice Chair Agelasto, on behalf of Councilor Jonathan Baliles, asked how the proposed 
legislation differed from the Virginia General Assembly HB777 regarding redevelopment 
and conservation areas or rehabilitation districts. 
 

Discussion Item(s) – Continued 
 
Fiscal Year 2016 Mid-Year Council Amendments Follow-up and Status 
 
Meghan Brown, Council Budget Analyst, discussed responses from various departments 
regarding amendments to the FY 2016 budget.  
 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 
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In response to a question by Vice Chair Parker Agelasto, Keith Rogers, Senior Assistant – 
Chief Administrative Officer, stated that city administration will provide an update on the city’s 
anti-littering campaign prior to the committee’s February meeting. 
 
Jim Duval, Investment and Debt Portfolio Management, and Lenora Reid, Deputy Chief 
Administrative Officer, both with the Department of Finance, responded to questions by Vice 
Chair Agelasto regarding the appropriation of funds to Richmond Public Schools (RPS) from 
the FY 2016 Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 
 
Selena Cuffee-Glenn, Chief Administrative Officer, stated that city administration has not 
received a request from school administration for the funds allocated for the planning and 
construction for schools; however, several options have been discussed, but no formal actions 
have been taken at this time.  Ms. Cuffee-Glenn also responded to questions regarding future 
plans to utilize newly constructed schools for more community engagement.  
 
Staff Report 
 

Bill Echelberger and Meghan Brown, Council Budget Analysts, provided the committee 
with the January staff report. 

 
A copy of the material provided has been filed. 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:07 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, February 18, 2016 - 3:00 p.m., Council Chamber, City Hall  
 
Staff Contact: Pamela Nichols, 804-646-7931, pamela.nichols@richmondgov.com 
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