
From: Mary Meadows
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Cc: Bo Bowden; Drgnlde@verizon.net; helen@haberdashercorporateapparel.com; Jo Lee Kenney
Subject: Concerning SUP for 3891 and 3803 Hanover Ave
Date: Monday, July 15, 2024 6:46:02 PM

You don't often get email from mmeadows1804@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
Hello, I was given your email from neighbors in the 3900 block of Hanover Ave, Helen and
Scott Illnicky.
On Friday 7/12/24 a letter was left on the doormat of 3905 Hanover Ave with the request for
an SUP at 3801 and 3803 Hanover to put 4 townhomes in each of the backyards.
I reside at 3903 Hanover Ave. I have been the homeowner since 1996.

 I am against granting the SUP for the 3800 block of Hanover. It would increase the density.
This section of Hanover Ave starting with the 3800 block and moving west is single family
homes.

 The SUP provides no parking for the 8 townhomes. The 2 homes already on the lots 3801 and
3803 rely on "on street" parking. Parking will become terrible for the surrounding blocks.

I see this as a "Domino effect" of the city allowing the rezoning of the lot at 3800 Grove Ave
that was formally Dr O'Malley's dental office. A tiny rancher with parking that as we speak is
becoming 6 townhomes.  These town homes are selling at $819,000. There is no way this can
be seen as affordable housing. If the SUP is approved I believe the builder will then knock
down the 2 affordable cape cods and request to put more town homes in their place. 

Please meet with the neighbors and please deny this SUP.

Respectfully, Mrs Mary Meadows 
3903 Hanover Ave Richmond 23221
804-840-7591

mailto:mmeadows1804@gmail.com
mailto:Shaianna.Trump2@rva.gov
mailto:bbowden.va@verizon.net
mailto:Drgnlde@verizon.net
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From: Scott Ilnicky
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Cc: "Helen Ilnicky"
Subject: Follow up to yesterday"s call re: SUP 3801 and 3803 Hanover Avenue
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 10:30:12 AM
Attachments: image002.png

You don't often get email from scott@haberdashercorporateapparel.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you
recognize the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
Hi Shaianna,
 
Thanks for calling me back after I left a message at your offices yesterday.  I have shared
your email address with other neighbors.  Many of them have already contacted other folks,
but I am sure you will hear from some of these folks in the coming days as well.
 
I am sure I seemed pretty fired up on the phone yesterday.  I am fired up, but I had a
chance to gather my thoughts and put them down on paper and I think that the argument is
pretty powerful for denying this request for this Special Use Permit.
 
I think my objections (and I am sure others will have more and different ones) can be
broken down into the six categories below:
 

1. Impact on quality of life
2. Diminished neighborhood character
3. Erosion of property value
4. Disruption to daily life
5. Lack of need
6. Bad precedent

 
Let’s start with quality of life.  Our neighborhood is a wonderful one.  It’s beautiful with
tree-lined streets and old (but also mostly modest) homes and quiet streets. Quadrupling
the number of units on two properties means adding 16 vehicles, 16 – 32 people, 32 trash
cans to that space and this block has no alley so the cans will be lining the streets.  This is
a large increase in noise and traffic and trash and most importantly will create real issues
regarding parking.  There are no parking spaces included in this project – which means
those 16 cars will have to park on the street.  There is not parking on Hamilton Street which
means those cars will have to park on Reveille or Hanover.
 
Reveille is problematic because it is very narrow and already difficult for two-way traffic to
pass if cars are parked on one side of the street let alone both sides. That means those 16
cars will have to park in front of the homes of the homeowners that are already in place. 
Our neighborhood does not have driveways.  Everyone parks in front of their homes.  The
street is already full.  It can’t accommodate 16 new cars at one end of the block.  I guess
the builder would say tough it is city owned streets.  The problem is our neighborhood has
aged in place. Many of our neighbors have lived on the block longer than we have (32
years) and are getting on in age.  It would be a hardship to have to park around the corner
or 6 doors down with groceries.  In a sense this is age discrimination if you discount the
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needs of the elderly that have paid taxes for 30 years, raised their families, fixed up their
homes, paid off their mortgages, and helped make this neighborhood special if you tell
them you might need to move if parking in front of your home becomes difficult.
 
Next I would like to point out this project would diminish the character of this
neighborhood. First of all backyards are the main green spaces in the neighborhood. 
Removing trees and building townhomes in backyards takes away the few precious green
spaces a city neighborhood has.  Also all of the homes are brick with slate roofs and most
are nearly 100 years old.  The old adage they don’t build them like they used to is an adage
for a reason.  They don’t.  This cheap construction and lower quality building materials will
be unsightly in our neighborhood.  And while they might look clean and shiny on day 1, they
won’t survive the test of time and before long our neighborhood will have cheaply made
worn out construction at the gateway to our neighborhood and on our block.
 
This is a good segue into eroded property values. A home is the largest investment most
people have.  I already mentioned that our neighborhood has a lot of older residents.  Our
homes are for the most part – our nest egg.  When our property values are negatively
impacted by development and a change to the neighborhood – it means the value of our
homes go down.  Many of our neighbors are retired and living on a fixed income.  They are
counting on the value of their property to be a source of income and ticket to their next
move.  To allow the greed of one company to impact the lives and the home values of an
entire block of homes seems irresponsible behavior on the part of city leaders.  And while
values fall and it becomes harder to sell the homes on this block, I guarantee you that the
inflated assessed value will not go down so it will be a double financial whammy for the
existing residents.
 
I also wanted to point out that projects like this disrupt daily life.  They are loud.  They
bring trash and debris to the neighborhood.  It results in street closings and detours.  For
what – again the disruption to our daily lives for one man / company’s greed.  We already
have one project going on at the corner of Grove and Reveille and one nearby at Grove
and Thompson.  Let me be frank – it is a pain in the neck.
 
I know there is a lot being written about housing shortages in this country.  I get that. 
Clearly Richmond is addressing that.  There are projects all around town.  I don’t think we
need to solve the housing crisis on one block which seems to be what is happening.  There
are the two projects already mentioned and a third on Grove at Lafayette.  Our block is
already being surrounded by new development.  I am not sure there is the demand in this
particular space the builder anticipates.  The project at Grove and Reveille began close to 3
years ago. The cute  brick Cape Cod was removed and the land cleared. It was then vacant
for over two years and looked awful – overgrown with weeds.  Presumably the issue was
the builder was having trouble pre-selling the homes.  So that raises the question is
demand that high?
 
Finally let’s talk about precedent. I think allowing a property owner to subdivide their lot in
this neighborhood and for all intent and purpose build townhomes in their backyard is a
terrible precedent.   What’s next?  This will result in more of the same happening all over
the neighborhood in a money grab – at the expense of existing neighbors.  How could you
allow one person to do it and not another?
 
Three years ago when our neighborhood was alarmed to find out that during COVID



another developer had pushed through plans to tear down the Cape Cod at Grove and
Reveille to build 6 units on a single lot., we were told the decision was made to allow it
because a) the lot was already zoned for light commercial so in a sense this was a lower
use of the land (by definition) than the existing use.  And b) because the project was
consistent with the Richmond Master Plan 300.  By the builder’s own admission this project
is not consistent with Richmond 300.
 
So let’s do the right thing here – and apply the Richmond 300 Plan consistently.  Because
once the city allows a builder to break from the recommendations of the plan they agreed to
– we are all in trouble.  Why have a plan in the first place?
 
I am sure my smarter and more eloquent neighbors will have more to add, but I know that
everyone opposes this project and the rights of many should be considered before the
greed of a few – especially when it is outside the current zoning recommendations.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Scott
 
 
 
D. Scott Ilnicky
Chief Haberdasher
P) 804.878.7630
F) 804.658.3458
scott@haberdashercorporateapparel.com
We have launched a new and improved website
 
Same long address…
 
www.haberdashercorporateapparel.com
 
…Brand New Site
 
Looking for promotional products? – Start here -
http://haberdasherapparel.espwebsite.com/
 
LinkedIn
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http://haberdasherapparel.espwebsite.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/thehaberdasher/


               
 
 



You don't often get email from pdc.rva@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: PDR Land Use Admin
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: FW: RE Special Use Permit 3801-3803 Hanover Avenue
Date: Thursday, July 25, 2024 12:15:26 PM

 
 

From: pdc.rva@gmail.com <pdc.rva@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, July 20, 2024 2:54 PM
To: PDR Land Use Admin <dcdLandUseAdm@rva.gov>
Subject: RE Special Use Permit 3801-3803 Hanover Avenue
 

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the
sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
To Whom This May Concern:
 
My name is Reid Pierce and I live at 401 Malvern Avenue. I am writing to comment on the pending
special use permit for 3801 and 3803 Hanover Ave. I believe that a subdivision and special use
permit in order to create eight single-family attached homes in this location is inappropriate as it is
not an infill location and infringes on an already established residential neighborhood. My request is
that you deny this application. 
 
Sincerely 
Reid Pierce 
Reid Pierce
(804) 363-2720
reidpierce27@gmail.com

 

mailto:pdc.rva@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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From: Mary Meadows
To: PDR Land Use Admin; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Cc: Phil Noonan; Aelise Noonan; Bo Bowden; Dina Weinstein; Tee Spennenerg; Helen; Scott Ilnicky; Jo Lee Kenney;

Breton, Andrew S. - City Council; Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office
Subject: Against SUP 149810-2024
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 7:03:04 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from mmeadows1804@gmail.com. Learn why this
is important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
Hello, I am writing to voice my opposition to the SUP 149810-2024 placing 4/8 townhomes in
the backyards of 3801 and 3803 Hanover Ave. I wrote to express my opposition when we first
learned of the SUP in the summer of 2024. It will change the fabric of our neighborhood.
These are small lots with cape cods. It is a dramatic increase in density. There is no parking
provision. These townhomes have 3 bedrooms. They will bring in at least 8 cars but probably
16 cars where there is no room for more cars. I did not buy in the fan or museum district
because I wanted more green space and mature trees.
I live at 3903 Hanover Ave. I purchased the house in 1996. I have been a home owner in the
23221 zip code area since 1989. I rented in the area after graduating from VCU in 1979.
Please do not destroy our neighborhood by allowing these builders to increase the density. I
did not vote for the Richmond 300 plan. There are lots of areas to add living spaces. Please
leave the 3800 block of Hanover Ave alone.
Respectfully, Mary Meadows 804-840-7591
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From: Karen Zechini
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: Special Use permit 3801,3803 Hanover Ave
Date: Wednesday, March 19, 2025 4:52:01 PM

You don't often get email from kzechini@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
I am adamantly opposed to granting a Special Use permit for construction of townhouses at
3801 and 3803 Hanover Avenue.  Our area  has already been overdeveloped recently...it needs
to STOP!  The roads were not built to handle this volume of traffic.  Also. they do not fit in
architecturally in the neighborhood (ugly!)

E. Karen Zechini
303-G N. Hamilton Street
Richmond VA 23221

mailto:kzechini@gmail.com
mailto:Shaianna.Trump2@rva.gov
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From: Irene Gonzalez
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP 149810-2024
Date: Friday, March 21, 2025 8:59:17 AM

You don't often get email from irenemgonzalez@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
To Whom It May Concern

I am opposed to the granting of of the Special Use Permit for constructions at 3801 and 3803 Hanover Ave

Regards,
Irene Gonzalez
301 N Hamilton St Unit H
Richmond Va 23221

mailto:irenemgonzalez@gmail.com
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From: Chip Stevens
To: Breton, Andrew S. - City Council; Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: Letter of (Emphatic) Opposition SUP 149810-2024
Date: Saturday, March 22, 2025 12:40:00 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from chipstevens.rva@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
Re: SUP 149810-2024

I am opposed to the granting of a special use permit for construction at 3801 and 3803
Hanover Ave.

Chip Stevens
405 N. Hamilton Street, Unit B
Richmond, Va 23221

mailto:chipstevens.rva@gmail.com
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mailto:Shaianna.Trump2@rva.gov
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From: Tyler Worley
To: Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office; Breton, Andrew S. - City Council; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP 149810-2024
Date: Saturday, March 22, 2025 2:16:43 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from tyler.worley@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
hello,

My name is Tyler Worley and I live at 403 N Hamilton St Apt K and I am opposed to the
granting of a special use permit for construction at 3801 and 3803 Hanover Avenue.

Thank you.

-- 
Tyler Worley

mailto:tyler.worley@gmail.com
mailto:Whitney.Brown@rva.gov
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From: elizabeth thurston
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: I live at 703a North Hamilton, Richmond VA 23221
Date: Saturday, March 22, 2025 5:58:27 PM

[You don't often get email from libbytt944@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

I am opposed to SUP 149810-2024
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:libbytt944@gmail.com
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https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Joanne Baker
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP 149810-2024
Date: Sunday, March 23, 2025 4:02:10 PM

You don't often get email from jhbakerus@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
 I am opposed to granting of a special use permit for construction at 3801 and 3803 Hanover Avenue.

   Joanne H Baker
    301 B North Hamilton Street
     Richmond Va 23221

     Phone:  804 353 1428

mailto:jhbakerus@yahoo.com
mailto:Shaianna.Trump2@rva.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Lyons Hardy
To: Breton, Andrew S. - City Council; Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP 149810-2024
Date: Monday, March 24, 2025 7:22:13 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from lyonshardy@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
Hello, I’m a resident and homeowner at 407 N Hamilton St. I would like to let you know that I
am NOT opposed to the development plans at 3801 and 3803 Hanover Ave. I understand that
many neighbors in the area have been mounting a campaign against this project, and I want to
present another perspective that I feel neutral on the topic and would not be opposed to the
SUP.

My preference would be that whatever is built there be required to match the architectural
style of the neighborhood. I also find it very important that new development is offset from the
street and sidewalk and provides adequate parking for its residents. The net construction at the
corner of N Hamilton and Grove Ave does not match the architectural style of the area and the
building is too close to the sidewalk and road, in my opinion. The parking area is quite limited
in size as well. Those issues are problematic and could have been addressed with more
stringent requirements for the developer. Thank you for your time.

Lyons Hardy
Pronouns: she or they
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From: Samuel Starkey
To: Breton, Andrew S. - City Council; Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP 149810-2024
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2025 9:09:34 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from samstarkey1982@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
I am opposed to the granting of a special use permit for construction at 3801 and 3803
Hanover Ave.

Thanks
Sam Starkey
401 North Hamilton Street Unit L.
Richmond VA 23221 
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From: Natalie Herring
To: andrew.brenton@rva.gov; Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP 149810-2024
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2025 10:56:39 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from natalieherring@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
Dear all, 

I'm currently a resident at 3904 Kensington Ave in Richmond and I understand that we have a
housing shortage in the US causing a need to build new housing in the Richmond area. We
have recently seen a surge of new builds including luxury townhomes and apartments in my
neighborhood; these are continuing to sit vacant either unrented or unsold. I am strongly
opposed to converting more of our neighborhood into vacant, high density housing and wanted
to write to you to express my concerns and opposition to granting a special use permit for
construction at 3801 and 3803 Hanover Ave. 

Thank you, 
Natalie

mailto:natalieherring@gmail.com
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From: Drury Wellford
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP 149810-2024
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2025 11:46:32 AM

You don't often get email from drurywellford@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
Ms. Trump,

I oppose granting a Special-Use permit for constructing more densified housing at 3801 and
3803 Hanover Avenue.

Thank you.

--
Ann Drury Wellford
409 N. Hamilton St., Apt. L
Richmond, VA 23221
804-334-7502
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From: Chrissie Griffith
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP149810-2024
Date: Monday, March 24, 2025 4:39:27 PM

[You don't often get email from chrissie.griffith@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 Greetings Ms. Trump,
I hope the spring weather finds you well! I am writing today to oppose the granting of a special use permit for
construction at 3801 and 3803 Hanover Avenue. These housing units that sprout up on every available lot are poorly
constructed, they don’t provide parking for the residents, and are not affordably priced. They eliminate green space
in the neighborhood, and the architecture, if I shall be so generous with the term, is starkly out of harmony with the
aesthetic of the rest of the area.
I have lived in the Fan and Museum district for over half my life and walking around these neighborhoods is a
treasure to me. Thanks for taking the time to consider my position on this topic.
Best,
Chrissie Lozano
3712 Grove Ave.
Richmond, VA 23221
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From: Elizabeth Bray
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: Opposition to special use permit SUP 149810-2024
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2025 6:20:25 PM

[You don't often get email from elizabethcbray9@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

> As a resident of Mount Vernon Condominiums. I vehemently oppose granting a special use permit for
construction at 3801 and 3803 Hanover Avenue. Respectfully,
> Elizabeth Bray
> 509 N. Hamilton Street
> Apt. L
> Richmond, VA 23221
> (804) 426-4788.
> Thank you for your consideration.
> Sent from my iPhone

mailto:elizabethcbray9@icloud.com
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From: Susan Taylor
To: Breton, Andrew S. - City Council; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR; Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office
Date: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 3:19:30 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from edgewood472@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
I am opposed to the granting of a Special Use permit for construction at 3801 and 3803
Hanover Avenue. 
Subject : SUP149810-2024
Susan Taylor
507 N Hamilton St, Richmond, VA 23221
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From: Austin Grande
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Cc: Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office
Subject: Opposition of SUP 149810-2024 and 3923 GROVE AVE SUP
Date: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 9:02:19 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from austingrandevt@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
Hi Shaianna,

I am a resident of 3919 Hanover Ave, Richmond, VA, and I want to express my strong
opposition to the approval of SUP 149810-2024 and 3923 GROVE AVE SUP.

At recent community meetings with the developers to address both SUPs, the overwhelming
consensus among neighbors was clear—these SUPs, along with several others under
consideration, are not in the best interest of our community. The room was packed with
residents who are deeply invested in preserving the character and livability of our
neighborhood, urging for their rejection.

My wife and I recently spent 3.5 years searching for a home in this area because we fell in
love with its historic charm—single-family homes, yards for children to play in, mature trees,
and a strong sense of community. This neighborhood is distinct from the Fan and Museum
District, and it should remain that way.

We are not opposed to responsible development. For example, Malvern Manor and Kent Road
Village apartments complement the area well, adhering to reasonable height limitations,
providing adequate parking, limiting the number of apartments, and maintaining green space.
However, the recent wave of SUP approvals, including the townhomes already built next to
the proposed SUPs, is eroding the neighborhood’s integrity and packing way too many
townhomes into the space. These developments violate multiple zoning codes, exacerbate
existing sewage and parking issues, and, frankly, are hideous. They clash entirely with the
historic aesthetic of our community.

The Grove on Hamilton townhomes—approved under a prior SUP and located next to this
proposed development—are a prime example of why this is a mistake. After more than a year,
only two of the six townhomes have sold. This clearly demonstrates a lack of demand for
these types of developments in our neighborhood.

When speaking with neighbors throughout the Colonial Place, Malvern Gardens, Libbie,
Willow Lawn etc. areas, the overwhelming sentiment is that this wave of development is out
of control, and residents feel unheard. Many in our community are busy raising families and
managing the demands of daily life, making it difficult to attend countless meetings—
meetings that, unfortunately, often feel futile due to the lack of meaningful response to our
concerns. This should not be an excuse to push through developments that disregard the
character and needs of the neighborhood.

mailto:austingrandevt@gmail.com
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I urge you to consider the overwhelming opposition from residents and reject SUP 149810-
2024 and 3923 GROVE AVE SUP to preserve the character and sustainability of our community.

Thank you,

Austin Grande



From: Patty Smith
To: Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office; Andrew.Brenton@rva.gov; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP149810-2024
Date: Saturday, April 5, 2025 7:27:52 AM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from pasmithroxx@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
My name is Patty Smith and I live at 3800 Hanover Ave, Richmond, VA 23221.  We have
lived in this neighborhood for 25 years. Our grandparents lived here from 1968 till 1998.
There iso room for additional parking, we already have to park our third vehicle on Reville.
We certainly do not want to look out front to 3 story townhomes.  The property owners of
3801 & 3803 already do not take care of their properties.  I can be reached at 804-338-2806. 
Thank You
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From: Melissa Houston
To: Breton, Andrew S. - City Council; Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: SUP149810-2024
Date: Tuesday, April 8, 2025 10:11:02 PM

You don't often get email from mhouston@st.catherines.org. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
My name is Melissa Houston, and I live at Mount Vernon Condominiums at 505-H
N Hamilton St, Richmond, VA 23221

I am opposed to the granting of a Special Use permit for construction at 3801
and 3803 Hanover Avenue. We need to preserve our neighborhoods!

Melissa W. Houston M.Ed, Ed.S
Lower School Academic Services Teacher
Reading and Math Specialist
St. Catherine's School
804.288.2804
804.310.8840 (cell)
mhouston@st.catherines.org

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and may contain privileged information. It is intended solely for the use of the
individual(s) addressed. The information should not be further disseminated, distributed or copied without permission from the sender.
Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have received this email by mistake and delete this email from your system.
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From: Deborah Lewis
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: Oppose
Date: Sunday, April 20, 2025 8:44:04 AM

You don't often get email from debwlew@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
I am against the Special Use permit for construction at 3801 and 3803 Hanover Ave. 149810-
2024 I am Deborah Lewis 400 Hanover Ave Richmond Va 23221 Thank you.
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From: Sarah Campbell
To: Breton, Andrew S. - City Council; Brown, Whitney H. - City Council Office; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Subject: Sup 149810~2024
Date: Saturday, April 5, 2025 2:03:59 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sarahcamp6@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
I am opposed to the granting of a special use permit for construction at 3801 and 3803
Hanover Avenue. My name is Sarah Campbell. My address is 505 North Hamilton Street
apartment F. 
Thank you 
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From: Helen Ilnicky
To: Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR
Cc: "Scott Ilnicky"
Subject: SUP application for 3801-3803 Hanover Avenue
Date: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 12:55:51 PM

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you
recognize the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 
Hello Shaianna,
I am writing to vehemently oppose the SUP request for the parcels at 3801 and 3803
Hanover Avenue. My husband Scott and I reside at 3902 Hanover, raised three children
here, and have been in our home for over 30 years.
 
The high density of housing proposed is not at all in keeping with the neighborhood west of
Hamilton St – an area of single-family detached homes, mature trees and green spaces.
And no driveways. Neighbors in this area park on the street and therefore, density of that
magnitude, with NO provision for parking and NO alleyway for trash has NO place being
built here. The garbage cans (at least 16 of them between garbage and recycling) will
have to go in the street. The large influx of cars will permanently take away parking from
current residents, many of whom are older and have lived here for many decades and have
enjoyed the ability to park on the block on front of their homes, which should be a given in a
neighborhood like this.
 
One need look no further than the parcel next door to this proposed development (which
was formally 3800 Grove) to see where this neighborhood is already being negatively
impacted by increased density. The former brick rancher at 3800 Grove Ave was
demolished well over two years ago, and the vacant, overgrown lot was an eyesore until
now. The six unwelcome, high-density, lower-quality townhomes are finally being built on
this lot, but after two years of marketing, only 2 of the 6 are sold, according to the
website. Among other things, this situation tells me there is certainly no need for 8
more of these cheaply-built townhomes on the same block.  Our entire area of nearby
neighbors tried to fight this 3800 Grove Ave development but, given that we were never
notified about the zoning change, it was a lost cause by the time we were made aware of it.
 
My chief concern here, though, is the precedent being set. We were concerned with this
exact precedent being set by the over-development of the 3800 Grove Ave parcel. But this
new proposal for 3801 and 3803 Hanover takes things a huge step further – allowing the
owner to subdivide each small lot and have 5 homes where there is currently only one. To
essentially erect 4 new homes in the backyard of EACH address. The subterfuge and
greed exhibited by this request for a SUP is, quite frankly, stunning to me. This proposal is
NOT intended to elevate the quality, attractiveness, and livability of the current
neighborhood, but rather to make a quick buck for the owner/developer, by cramming an
alarming number of homes into a small space.
And with the lots at 3801 and 3803 Hanover Ave each being less than .2 acres, this huge
density can’t possibly be in keeping with the Richmond 300 Plan. According to page 72 of
the Plan, a density of 2-10 units per acre is allowed – therefore, the density proposed at
3801 and 3803 Hanover would each be over DOUBLE the HIGHEST recommended
density. Why would this be allowed?
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And what is to keep this from continuing, house after house, block after block until this
beautiful established 100-year-old neighborhood is a concrete jungle overpopulated with
flimsy townhomes that won’t last, nowhere to park, and not a tree or blade of grass in sight?
And more specifically, what is to keep this new owner of 3801 and 3803 Hanover from
ultimately tearing down the existing small brick homes that front Hanover Ave and putting 8
more similar quality townhomes there, increasing the already overblown density even
more?
 
Please see fit to STOP this SUP application, so that we are not faced with more and
more developers seeking to completely change the fabric of this neighborhood with an
unsightly and unsustainable level of density and over-growth. To paraphrase my neighbor
Bo Bowden in a letter he wrote to our councilperson ‘there has to be a way to allow for
responsible growth, without allowing property owners a permit to subdivide their backyard.’
The overbuilding in this neighborhood is doing only one thing: lining the pockets of
developers. It is clearly not “needed” as judging by the slow sales of the townhome
development next door.
 
Issuing high density SUPs to everyone who asks will eventually create an unrecognizable
“near west end” of Richmond. And the very things that drew people to this area – the
charm, the quality of construction, the older well-built homes, the natural landscape and
mature foliage – will cease to exist.
 
I hope there will be a public forum for area residents to have a voice before this SUP
application travels much further along the pipeline. The current residents should have a say
in what happens here, as this is becoming an increasingly frequent problem.
 
Thank you,
Helen Ilnicky
 
Helen M. Ilnicky
Owner and Chief Financial Officer
Haberdasher Corporate Apparel
P: 804-955-9470
F: 804-658-3458
helen@haberdashercorporateapparel.com
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From: Aelise Noonan
To: PDR Land Use Admin; Trump, Shaianna L. - PDR; Mayor Levar Stoney; Jordan, Katherine - City Council; Lambert,

Ann-Frances - City Council; Nye, Kristen M. - City Council; Lynch, Stephanie A. - City Council Office; Robertson,
Ellen F. - City Council; Newbille, Cynthia I. - City Council; Trammell, Reva M. - City Council; Jones, Nicole - City
Council Office; Addison, Andreas D. - City Council

Subject: SUP for 3801 and 3803 Hanover Avenue
Date: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 1:01:02 PM
Attachments: Scott Ilnicky.docx

scan0017.pdf

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 

This e-mail is in reference to the SUP proposal for the above-mentioned addresses
on Hanover Avenue.  As a member of this block for 65 years, having moved here with
my family in 1959 and then purchasing my personal home 38 years ago (3909
Hanover Avenue), I want to express my extreme opposition to the request to build
eight three story homes on the property stated.  This idyllic neighborhood has been
single-family zoned for years until 2020 when developers bought the cape cod home
at 3800- Grove Avenue and received approval to put six three story condos on the
property. I never imagined that this area would begin to look like Short Pump, Scotts
Addition or other areas in Richmond where every piece of available green space is
being allowed to develop for apartments or condos. Now we have a new request for
the eight condos to basically be built in the backyard of two existing single family
homes.

 

As many of my neighbors have already expressed their concerns with this proposal, I
too would like to join them with the concerns they mentioned: (see attached e-mail)

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.     <!--[endif]-->Impact on Quality of Life

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.     <!--[endif]-->Diminished neighborhood character

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.     <!--[endif]-->Erosion of property value

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4.     <!--[endif]-->Disruption of daily life

<!--[if !supportLists]-->5.     <!--[endif]-->Lack of housing need in this area

<!--[if !supportLists]-->6.     <!--[endif]-->And the most important one, setting a
precedent for more SUP’s to follow.

Note:  see attached e-mail from Scott Ilnicky which expands on the above issues.
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From: Scott Ilnicky <scott@haberdashercorporateapparel.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 10:30 AM
To: shaianna.trump2@rva.gov
Cc: 'Helen Ilnicky' <helen@haberdashercorporateapparel.com>
Subject: Follow up to yesterday's call re: SUP 3801 and 3803 Hanover Avenue

 

Hi Shaianna,

 

Thanks for calling me back after I left a message at your offices yesterday.  I have shared your email address with other neighbors.  Many of them have already contacted other folks, but I am sure you will hear from some of these folks in the coming days as well.

 

I am sure I seemed pretty fired up on the phone yesterday.  I am fired up, but I had a chance to gather my thoughts and put them down on paper and I think that the argument is pretty powerful for denying this request for this Special Use Permit.

 

I think my objections (and I am sure others will have more and different ones) can be broken down into the six categories below:

 

1. Impact on quality of life

2. Diminished neighborhood character

3. Erosion of property value

4. Disruption to daily life

5. Lack of need

6. Bad precedent

 

Let’s start with quality of life.  Our neighborhood is a wonderful one.  It’s beautiful with tree-lined streets and old (but also mostly modest) homes and quiet streets. Quadrupling the number of units on two properties means adding 16 vehicles, 16 – 32 people, 32 trash cans to that space and this block has no alley so the cans will be lining the streets.  This is a large increase in noise and traffic and trash and most importantly will create real issues regarding parking.  There are no parking spaces included in this project – which means those 16 cars will have to park on the street.  There is not parking on Hamilton Street which means those cars will have to park on Reveille or Hanover.

 

Reveille is problematic because it is very narrow and already difficult for two-way traffic to pass if cars are parked on one side of the street let alone both sides. That means those 16 cars will have to park in front of the homes of the homeowners that are already in place.  Our neighborhood does not have driveways.  Everyone parks in front of their homes.  The street is already full.  It can’t accommodate 16 new cars at one end of the block.  I guess the builder would say tough it is city owned streets.  The problem is our neighborhood has aged in place. Many of our neighbors have lived on the block longer than we have (32 years) and are getting on in age.  It would be a hardship to have to park around the corner or 6 doors down with groceries.  In a sense this is age discrimination if you discount the needs of the elderly that have paid taxes for 30 years, raised their families, fixed up their homes, paid off their mortgages, and helped make this neighborhood special if you tell them you might need to move if parking in front of your home becomes difficult.

 

Next I would like to point out this project would diminish the character of this neighborhood. First of all backyards are the main green spaces in the neighborhood.  Removing trees and building townhomes in backyards takes away the few precious green spaces a city neighborhood has.  Also all of the homes are brick with slate roofs and most are nearly 100 years old.  The old adage they don’t build them like they used to is an adage for a reason.  They don’t.  This cheap construction and lower quality building materials will be unsightly in our neighborhood.  And while they might look clean and shiny on day 1, they won’t survive the test of time and before long our neighborhood will have cheaply made worn out construction at the gateway to our neighborhood and on our block.

 

This is a good segue into eroded property values. A home is the largest investment most people have.  I already mentioned that our neighborhood has a lot of older residents.  Our homes are for the most part – our nest egg.  When our property values are negatively impacted by development and a change to the neighborhood – it means the value of our homes go down.  Many of our neighbors are retired and living on a fixed income.  They are counting on the value of their property to be a source of income and ticket to their next move.  To allow the greed of one company to impact the lives and the home values of an entire block of homes seems irresponsible behavior on the part of city leaders.  And while values fall and it becomes harder to sell the homes on this block, I guarantee you that the inflated assessed value will not go down so it will be a double financial whammy for the existing residents.

 

I also wanted to point out that projects like this disrupt daily life.  They are loud.  They bring trash and debris to the neighborhood.  It results in street closings and detours.  For what – again the disruption to our daily lives for one man / company’s greed.  We already have one project going on at the corner of Grove and Reveille and one nearby at Grove and Thompson.  Let me be frank – it is a pain in the neck.

 

I know there is a lot being written about housing shortages in this country.  I get that.  Clearly Richmond is addressing that.  There are projects all around town.  I don’t think we need to solve the housing crisis on one block which seems to be what is happening.  There are the two projects already mentioned and a third on Grove at Lafayette.  Our block is already being surrounded by new development.  I am not sure there is the demand in this particular space the builder anticipates.  The project at Grove and Reveille began close to 3 years ago. The cute  brick Cape Cod was removed and the land cleared. It was then vacant for over two years and looked awful – overgrown with weeds.  Presumably the issue was the builder was having trouble pre-selling the homes.  So that raises the question is demand that high?

 

Finally let’s talk about precedent. I think allowing a property owner to subdivide their lot in this neighborhood and for all intent and purpose build townhomes in their backyard is a terrible precedent.   What’s next?  This will result in more of the same happening all over the neighborhood in a money grab – at the expense of existing neighbors.  How could you allow one person to do it and not another?

 

Three years ago when our neighborhood was alarmed to find out that during COVID another developer had pushed through plans to tear down the Cape Cod at Grove and Reveille to build 6 units on a single lot., we were told the decision was made to allow it because a) the lot was already zoned for light commercial so in a sense this was a lower use of the land (by definition) than the existing use.  And b) because the project was consistent with the Richmond Master Plan 300.  By the builder’s own admission this project is not consistent with Richmond 300.

 

So let’s do the right thing here – and apply the Richmond 300 Plan consistently.  Because once the city allows a builder to break from the recommendations of the plan they agreed to – we are all in trouble.  Why have a plan in the first place?

 

I am sure my smarter and more eloquent neighbors will have more to add, but I know that everyone opposes this project and the rights of many should be considered before the greed of a few – especially when it is outside the current zoning recommendations.

 

Thank you for your time.

 

Scott

 

 

 

D. Scott Ilnicky

Chief Haberdasher

P) 804.878.7630

F) 804.658.3458

scott@haberdashercorporateapparel.com

We have launched a new and improved website












In addition, I would like to add my concern about additional traffic on what is a quiet
Street (Hanover Ave.) as well as adding congestion on a very narrow street (Reveille
Ave.)  Parking will surely be a problem since it appears there is not much parking
afforded in the proposal.  Neighbors have heard that there are rumors that developers
are waiting on this SUP approval so they can move forward with similar plans on
Grove Avenue.  One of the oldest homes at 3923 Grove Avenue has recently been
sold with plans to build condos/apartments on that site. 

 

Having lived here for most of my life I’m truly disturbed that our City would allow this
to occur in an established neighborhood.  As my fellow neighbor has said, please do
the right thing and deny the request for this SUP.  

 

Please see attached e-mails that expand on the neighbors’ concerns.  Thank you in
advance for listening to our concerns and taking them into consideration to make the
right decision.

 P.S.  Please also find attached the letter Baker Development Resources left at only
one of our neighbor's home which alerted the neighbors as to what was going on.  No
one else on the block ever received any communication regarding the SUP.  
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