
AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN: 

ADOPTED: REJECTED: STRICKEN: 

INTRODUCED: September 9, 2024 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2024-225 

To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to 
execute an Operational Agreement for Cooperative Partnerships for Opioid Abatement Authority 
Awards between the City of Richmond and Henrico County for the purpose of creating a resource 
map in collaboration with Henrico County to combat the opioid crisis. 

Patron – Mayor Stoney 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING: SEP 23 2024 AT 6 P.M. 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That the Chief Administrative Officer for and on behalf of the City of Richmond

be and is hereby authorized to an Operational Agreement for Cooperative Partnerships for Opioid 

Abatement Authority Awards between the City of Richmond and Henrico County for the purpose 

of creating a resource map in collaboration with Henrico County to combat the opioid crisis. The 

Operational Agreement for Cooperative Partnerships for Opioid Abatement Authority Awards 

shall be approved as to form by the City Attorney and shall be substantially in the form of the 

document attached to this ordinance. 

§ 2. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption.
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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Text of Legislative File Admin-2024-0999

City of Richmond
Intracity Correspondence

O&R Transmittal 

DATE: Thursday August 15, 2024

TO:  The Honorable Members of City Council

THROUGH: The Honorable Levar M. Stoney, Mayor

THROUGH: J.E. Lincoln Saunders, Chief Administrative Officer

THROUGH: Sabrina Joy-Hogg, DCAO for Finance and Administration

THROUGH: Sheila White, Director of Finance 

THROUGH: Meghan Brown, Acting Director of Budget and Strategic Planning 

THROUGH: Traci DeShazor, DCAO for Human Services

FROM: J.D. Ratliff, Policy Advisor

RE: To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of 

Richmond, to execute an Operational Agreement for Cooperative Partnerships for Opioid Abatement 

Authority Awards between the City of Richmond and Henrico County for the purpose of creating a 

resource map in collaboration with Henrico County to combat the opioid crisis.

ORD. OR RES. No.

PURPOSE:  To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, 

to execute an Operational Agreement for Cooperative Partnerships for Opioid Abatement Authority 

Awards between the City of Richmond and Henrico County for the purpose of creating a resource map 

in collaboration with Henrico County to combat the opioid crisis. 

BACKGROUND:  

Virginia’s Opioid Abatement Authority is an independent body, the purpose of which is to abate and 

remediate the opioid epidemic in the Commonwealth through financial support from the Fund, in the 

form of grants, donations, or other assistance, for efforts to treat, prevent, and reduce opioid use 

disorder and the misuse of opioids in the Commonwealth. The Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority 
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(VOAA) has an annual application cycle that includes a competitive grant opportunity for proposals 

involving collaborations between two or more localities. During this cycle, the City of Richmond 

submitted a cooperative project proposal with Henrico County. The City will serve as the lead 

applicant and fiscal agent. On May 31, 2024, the City of Richmond was notified by the VOAA that the 

cooperative project proposed by the City and Henrico was approved with a total funding amount of 

$183,170. The City’s proposal was chosen and developed in direct partnership with stakeholders from 

Henrico County and the Richmond Opioid Task Force. The Richmond Opioid Task Force is 

composed of internal, quasi-government, non-profit partners as well as subject matter experts including 

representation from Henrico County and the Richmond Henrico Health District. 

As part of the award conditions, the City of Richmond and Henrico County must have a written 

memorandum of understanding or contract by which the implementing organization agrees to comply 

with all applicable grant terms, conditions, and assurances. This ordinance authorizes the Chief 

Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to execute an Operational 

Agreement for Cooperative Partnerships for Opioid Abatement Authority Awards between the City of 

Richmond and Henrico County for the purpose of creating a resource map in collaboration with 

Henrico County to combat the opioid crisis. There will be two additional ordinances that will 

accompany this ordinance to accept $178,170.00 in cooperative funds from the VOAA which includes 

$173,170.00 of competitive grant funds and $5,000.00 from the City’s VOAA Gold Standard 

Incentive allocation. The remaining ordinance accepts an additional $5,000 of funding from Henrico 

County.

This project will build on the efforts of the “Implementing Opioid Strategies at the Local Level” 

(IOPSLL) grant held by the Richmond Henrico Health District from the National Association of County 

and City Health Officials for a Resource Mapping project. The IOPSLL grant allowed RHHD to hire a 

team of resource mapping specialists to develop a comprehensive listing of substance use disorder 

resources in the City of Richmond and Henrico County. The project awarded to the City of Richmond 

by the VOAA will build on these efforts by ensuring the maintenance and continued monitoring of the 

guide as well as development of a user-friendly website, data dashboard, and related tools for public 
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access. 

With adoption of this ordinance, the Administration will ensure that all funds will go toward approved 

uses in compliance with the National Opioid Settlement and the Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority. 

Investing in a resource mapping website is an evidenced based approach to opioid remediation. This 

grant from the Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority will fully cover all costs associated with the project 

as approved by the VOAA. Additionally, adoption of this ordinance approves all tasks associated with 

the appropriation of these funds.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: This proposal was informed by significant stakeholder 

engagement and developed with direct input and support from external agencies and subject matter 

experts on the Richmond Opioid Task Force.

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES AND OTHER GOVERNMENTAL: RES. 2022-R013 declaring 

opioid drug overdose deaths as a public health crisis in the City of Richmond; Richmond Opioid Task 

Force.

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE:  Upon adoption

REQUESTED INTRODUCTION DATE:  September 9, 2024

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  September 23, 2024

REQUESTED AGENDA:  Consent agenda

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL COMMITTEE:  Finance and Economic Development

AFFECTED AGENCIES:  Budget and Strategic Planning, Finance, and Human Services

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORD. OR RES.: Res. No. 2018-R094; Ord. No. 2021-234; 

Res. No. 2021-R078; Resolution 2022-R013; Res. No. 2023-R010; Ord. No. 2023-293; Ord. No. 

2024-099; This Ordinance is a companion paper to Admin-2024-1000 and Admin-2024-1001. This 

Ordinance should be introduced and adopted before Admin-2024-1000 and Admin-2024-1001.

ATTACHMENTS: Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority FY 25 Cooperative Project Award 

Package; Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority FY 25 Cooperative Project Full Application; Virginia 

Opioid Abatement Authority FY 25 Cooperative Project Operational Agreement

STAFF: Michael Fatula, Opioid Response Coordinator, 804-944-7291, Michael.fatula@rva.gov 

<mailto:Michael.fatula@rva.gov>
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Dominic Barrett, Strategic Projects and Grants Advisor, 804-646-5861, dominic.barrett@rva.gov 

<mailto:dominic.barrett@rva.gov>
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Approved As To Form
Caitlin Weston, Assistant City Attorney
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