
1

Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Comcast <jtrading@comcast.net>

Sent: Sunday, July 18, 2021 8:39 PM

To: Ebinger, Matthew J. - PDR; Bill Hamill

Subject: Fwd: City of Richmond Planning Commission

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the sender's 

address and know the content is safe. 

 

   

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Comcast <jtrading@comcast.net> 

Date: July 18, 2021 at 8:35:31 PM EDT 

To: PDRLandUseAdmin@richmondgov.com 

Subject: City of Richmond Planning Commission 

I wish to voice my opposition to the proposed building at 5605 Grove Ave. My reasons: 

 

Lack of parking in residential neighborhood.  14 offices and 15 parking spaces is not sufficient . 

There is no estimate of number of people who will staff offices, or number of clients who will be 

in the offices during business hours. While there is an attempt to have employees walk, ride 

bikes, shower in the office, there is no way to enforce this. 

The obvious result will be parking spilling over into Tuckahoe Terrace and Glenburnie 

neighborhoods. While the owner of the property recently moved to Cary St Rd, he has not lived 

in the Westhampton neighborhood until recently, having formerly grown up in the Collegiate 

area and worked in NYC. 

 

The developers of Fraiche and Westhampton theatre faced similar parking problems and made 

changes to accommodate both parking and design to be compatible with the residential 

neighborhoods. The proposed design of the exterior of the proposed building  can be found in 

commercial shopping centers. The exterior design is not compatible with other small homes 

which have been converted to commercial use. 

 

I ask that you consider my remarks in your decision. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jacqueline S Westfall 

109 South Wilton Rd 

Richmond, Va, 23226 

Email: jtrading@comcast.net 
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Sent from my iPad 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Robin Bassett <rrbassett@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 8:47 AM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Cc: Ebinger, Matthew J. - PDR; Addison, Andreas D. - City Council

Subject: Fwd: development at 5605 Grove Ave.

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the sender's 

address and know the content is safe. 

 

   

To the Planning Staff:  I understand that today there is a planning commission meeting that will discuss the 

proposed demolition of the current structure at the above referenced address.  As a long time resident of that 

neighborhood, I had reached out to you in March to share some thoughts on the proposal.  It has been brought to 

my attention that my letter has not been included with the Letters of Opposition that you will see today.  It’s 

frustrating to learn that this is the case.  I’m reaching out again to share my opinion that the demolition of the 

existing building and construction of a larger modern one will not benefit our neighborhood.  I’ve attached a 

copy of my first letter to you which explains the reasons I’ve concluded this. I hope you will consider my 

reasoning.  Our neighborhood is trusting that our opinions are valued by your commission and that you will be a 

backstop to the ongoing commercialization of a neighborhood that prefers to retain its residential character.  

 

Thank you, 

Robin Bassett 

 

335 Oak Lane 

Richmond, Va. 23226 

 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

 

From: Robin Bassett <rrbassett@verizon.net> 

Subject: development at 5605 Grove Ave. 
Date: March 17, 2021 at 9:24:25 AM EDT 

To: PDRLandUseAdmin@richmondgov.com, "andreas.addison@richmondgov.com" 
<andreas.addison@richmondgov.com> 

Cc: contact@westhamptoncitizensassociation.com 
 

To the Planning Staff and Councilman Addison:  I’ve just been made aware of the plans 

submitted to demolish an existing structure and construct a modern office building on the above 

referenced property.  As a resident of the neighborhood for over 20 years, it has been 

disheartening to watch recent large scale development projects change the fabric and feel of the 

community.  I’m writing to ask that as you consider this proposal, you see it in a continuum of 

projects that have added disruption to the neighborhood in the form of construction headaches, 

traffic and parking congestion, and architectural blight.  At some point, there has to a line drawn 

on the changes that are allowed to be made to a unique residential and commercial area that has 

been thriving for a long time.  The particular structure proposed for 5605 Grove Ave. is a good 

starting point for letting developers know that the City is committed to honoring the historical 
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evolution of the neighborhood.  The structures in this particular block were originally residences 

which, over time, transitioned to small businesses while maintaining residential facades.  They 

are a buffer between the commercial sector to the west and the residential sector to the east, both 

in appearance and low traffic generated.  

 

Because the proposed office building does not fit with the transitional nature of its location in 

style, size or function, I encourage you to decline this proposal and make a statement that the 

City is committed to allowing its neighborhoods to maintain a large degree their natural 

evolution.   

 

Thanks for your consideration, 

 

Robin Bassett 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Amanda Macaulay <atmacaulay@icloud.com>

Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 8:31 AM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Cc: Ebinger, Matthew J. - PDR

Subject: 5605 Grove Ave

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the 

sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

 

 

Dear Sirs, 

 

This is to register my total opposition to the proposed building for 5605 Grove Ave. 

 

I have lived in this area all my life & have seen many changes to Westhampton which is not all bad, but this is more than 

change. 

 

This building not only violates the city’s zoning laws for size, height, positioning & on/site parking, but it also will have a 

negative affect on the value of the adjacent neighborhood to which it is too close. 

 

Seneca is a residential area where people are living & children are playing, sometimes running into the street. 

 

I also do not understand why my council person, Mr Addison, has not been responsive to his many constituents who 

have spoken out against this project & helped in finding some compromises. 

 

This is one more large step in the destruction of the “village feel” of our neighborhood. The traffic has already gotten 

terrible. This will only make it worse with no added value. 

 

This is your opportunity to show that zoning laws work for people like me, my neighbors & friends as well as for 

developers. 

 Deny them the Special Use Permit. 

 

Sincerely, 

Amanda T. Macaulay 

502 Henri Rd. 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Nancy Greenway <nrgreenway@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 9:25 AM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Subject: 5605 Grove

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the 

sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

 

 

Hello: 

 

This is to express my opposition to the design and size of the proposed building at 5605 Grove. The other businesses in 

the Libbie/Grove commercial area have, in making improvements and building new structures, for the most part 

respected the character of the neighborhood in both profile and design. The current proposal does neither, and would 

set an unsettling precedent. 

Please request redesign!! 

 

Nancy Greenway 

6331 Ridgeway Rd 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: gillylaw@comcast.net

Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 8:49 AM

To: Ebinger, Matthew J. - PDR

Subject: 5605 Grove Ave

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the 

sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

 

 

I am opposed. 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: timoshea7@gmail.com

Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 2:32 PM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Cc: Addison, Andreas D. - City Council; contact@westhamptoncitizensassociation.com

Subject: FW: 5605 Grove Avenue Proposed Project

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the sender's 

address and know the content is safe. 

 
Good afternoon. I want to express my family’s firm opposition to the proposed development project at 5605 Grove 

Avenue. I am in agreement with all concerns raised by the Westhampton Citizens Association in the email below. In 

summary, this project fails to provide a transitional buffer to residences, the scale of the project is way off current use 

and aesthetic criteria, parking is inadequate, etc. Please reject this proposal in its entirety. Thanks for your efforts. 

 

Tim O’Shea 

804-938-0695 

15 Stonehurst Green 

Richmond, VA 23226 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Westhampton Citizens Association <members@westhamptoncitizensassociation.com> 

Date: March 16, 2021 at 3:57:06 PM EDT 

To: Members WCA <members@westhamptoncitizensassociation.com> 

Subject: 5605 Grove Avenue Proposed Project 

 

I want to make you aware of a proposed office building project that the WCA Board of Directors believes 

could adversely affect the buffering between residential neighborhoods and commercial areas around 

the Libbie/Grove intersection. A loss of such buffering could negatively impact the value of some 

residences in adjacent neighborhoods.  

 

Furthermore, as currently designed, the project could set a precedent encouraging additional 

commercial developments of a scale and density that make it difficult to sustain the village-like feel of 

the Libbie/Grove area that WCA members have indicated they value. 

 

For these reasons, we encourage you to familiarize yourself with the proposed project and, if you share 

our concerns, to express your opinions as the City considers possibly issuing a special use permit 

allowing the project to proceed. 

 

Project Description: The project is located at 5605 Grove Avenue, where the Faison Antiques business 

operated.  

 

• The new owner is seeking a special use permit for demolishing the existing two-story 

residential structure and garage containing 3,240 square feet and constructing a three-

story commercial office building containing 11,320 square feet.  

• The property is on the south side of Grove and is immediately adjacent to homes on 

Seneca Road in the Tuckahoe Terrace neighborhood.  
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• You may view the project plans at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/k6j83ndi5ybpcbe/01.%20SUP%20Plans.pdf?dl=0. 

• A photograph of the current building and a rendering of the propose building are 

attached. 

 
Our Concerns:  

 

• The proposed project would undermine the transitional nature of the 5600 block of 

Grove.  

o This block buffers the single-family residential neighborhoods to the east (most 

immediately, Tuckahoe Terrace and Glenburnie) from the more intensely 

commercial areas closer to the Libbie/Grove intersection.  

o All of the buildings on the block (with only one exception) were constructed as, 

and continue in appearance as, single-family residences, even though they are 

currently used for low-traffic commercial establishments.  

• The scale and positioning of the proposed office building is inappropriate for this 

transitional block. 

o The building would be almost 4 times larger than the existing buildings on the 

property. The house in which the antique business operated was one of the larger 

buildings on the block and this highlights how the proposed project would 

increase the scale of buildings on the block. 

o The proposed building would be about 85 feet wide and will cover almost the 

entire front of the lot except for the driveway. The front of the current building is 

about 53 feet wide.  

o Setbacks will also be materially different, with the front setback being as close 

to the front lot line as 11 feet and the west side setback being only 3 feet, whereas 

the existing front building is set back 25 feet and more from Grove Avenue and 

27 feet from the west lot line. 

o The height of the proposed building is also a concern. Unlike the current 

building, which has a residential-style sloped roofline, the proposed building will 

be 28 feet high along the entire 85 feet of its box-like front façade and will be 36 

feet high in the back. 

• Parking in the area will be affected by this office building. The City’s planning 

department staff says a building of this size would normally require 30 parking spaces, 

but the project plans call for only 15 parking spaces on the site. As additional parking is 

needed, cars will be parked on the street and this may spill over into adjacent 

neighborhoods. 

 
WCA Actions: The Land Use Committee of the WCA has met with the owner of the property several 

times and has outlined our concerns. We’ve also had conversations with the City’s planning department 

staff and with our City Council member, Andreas Addison. The Board of Directors of the WCA has 

considered the project and has decided to oppose it as currently designed. 

 

The WCA is not opposed to development in the Libbie/Grove/Patterson area, including commercial 

development. However, we believe development should complement and enhance the existing village-

like scale and feel in the area, which the City’s new Master Plan endorses. Furthermore, in this specific 

block, we believe buildings should reflect the block’s special transitional role. 

 

Registering Your Opinion: I encourage you to express your views about this project. Please send your 

comments to the City’s planning staff at PDRLandUseAdmin@richmondgov.com and also to our City 
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Council member, Andreas Addison, at andreas.addison@richmondgov.com. Please also send your 

comments to the WCA at contact@westhamptoncitizensassociation.com. 

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter.  

 

Philip Hart 

President 

Westhampton Citizens Association 

contact@westhamptoncitizensassociation.com 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Adam Martin <aamartin81@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 8:05 PM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Subject: Proposed 5605 Grove Ave Re-development

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the 

sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

 

 

Dear City Planning Team, 

 

I am writing to express my concerns about proposed re-development of the property at 5605 Grove Ave. We have 

attended information sessions with our local neighborhood associations (Tuckahoe Terrace and Westhampton Citizens 

Association) as well as a Zoom meeting with the developer, Mr. Saunders.  Through these meetings, I have not received 

a suitable explanation for the proposed SUP to change setbacks and parking restrictions to meet the plans of a project 

whose scale is not in keeping with the neighborhood or the city's master plan. As it stands, the developer is asking to 

reduce the current setbacks while proposing a building whose size and industrial design are not suited for a transitional 

location between small businesses and a residential neighborhood. We are likewise concerned about the building's 

design. 

The facade resembles a warehouse and approval in its current rendering would be all the more unfortunate for having 

replaced a neighborhood friendly colonial style business. 

 

My wife and I, as well as many neighbors with whom we have spoken, support tasteful and increased density 

development. We were proponents of the redevelopment of the Westhampton Theater, and anticipate that such 

thoughtful change will continue to benefit our community. I write asking that you require the developer to adjust their 

design to more appropriately respect the atmosphere of the neighborhood. Some examples would be requiring a multi-

depth street facing facade (similar to the style of the former Westhampton Theater property), more appropriate 

setbacks, and standard parking requirements to protect neighborhood overflow from a building whose functions may 

evolve in time. 

 

I appreciate your time and consideration and look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Adam A. Martin, MD 

106 Tuckahoe Blvd 

Richmond, VA 23226 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: deutschrm@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2021 10:14 AM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Subject: proposed building at 5605 Grove Ave.

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the sender's 

address and know the content is safe. 

 
Good Morning  
 
I would like to express my deep dissatisfaction with the proposed building at 5605 Grove Ave. 
 
NO NO and more no.  
 
It is out of scale for the block .  
 
The parking is insufficient as we already have cars parked all the way down Grove ave. with the added activity on Grove 
and we have no desire for the spill over parking to come to our street (Seneca Road). 
 
The building is not designed in the character of the Westhampton "village" 
 
The height of the building will be an eyesore in our backyard and the idea of the rooftop patio.... yikes. they will be looking 
down on our backyards.... weird !! 
 
Many Thanks 
 
Mary Beth Deutsch 
118 Seneca Road 



Robert Harrison Mitchell 
 

 

March 17, 2021 

 

 

Dear Sir, 

  

I am writing to express my concern and opposition to the proposed project at 5605 Grove Ave., 

which abuts my neighborhood, Tuckahoe Terrace. I understand the developer wants approval to 

override several long time restrictions that are typical for buildings like this and used throughout 

the city. This is entirely unacceptable. Those restrictions were implemented for lots of good 

reasons, not the least of which is to protect the community. As a former commercial banker, I 

financed the construction of countless buildings, all of which had to comply with various 

requirements.  

 

In addition to enforcing restrictions which were developed to keep our community safe and 

attractive, I am most concerned about the following: 

 

• The first is that the building is too big and detracts from the neighborhood. The Libbie/Grove 

area presents a village-like atmosphere, and developments like this one show complete disregard 

for this and completely undermine the village and community feel. 

• Second, it seriously affects an already bad parking situation. According to the city planning 

office, a building of this size requires 30 parking spots, yet the building is only providing 15 

spots. Of all the buildings I’ve financed, parking spaces was one of the most important 

requirements of a new building as it ensured the building occupants had a place to park and it 

kept cars off the street. We already have too many cars parked on streets in our community 

creating safety concerns for pedestrians and children.  

• In addition 15-30 more cars is only going to exasperate the increased traffic that’s already 

causing problems. It now takes two if not three or four light changes to get through Libbie. This 

delay and large numbers of cars are not safe and creating additional safety issues by forcing 

people like me to cut through our neighborhoods where lots of children are at play. 

• Another concern is that the building and parking completely cover the property and essentially 

remove all the green space that is typical for the neighborhood. Now it will simply be a 

commercial space with no transition to the residential areas. 

• My last major concern is their request to be exempt from our set back limits particularly one side 

in which they want to reduce the space to 3 feet. Those limits were made for lots of good 

reasons, perhaps the most important being privacy, safety, and the protection of green space. 

Those set backs have really helped protect our neighborhood and forced lots of homeowners to 

adjust their plans for the benefit of the community. If people living in the community have to 

abide by them, then it’s even more important from someone from outside the community follow 

them. Overruling those limits sets a bad precedent and makes it easier for the next project and the 

project after that to obtain waivers and slowly erode the many wonderful things about our 

neighborhood as well as the Libbie/Grove village.  

 



In closing, I support lots of projects but only if they make sense. That it needs multiple waivers 

of covenants, restrictions and laws to protect our community proves it does not make sense. 

Moreover it’s only going to worsen the parking and traffic which creates numerous safety issues. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

Rob Mitchell 

1 Tuckahoe Ave 

804-366-1584 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Ann Kramer <annhkramer@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 6:42 PM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Cc: andresas.addison@richmondgov.com; Andy Bennett

Subject: 5605 Grove Ave project

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the sender's 

address and know the content is safe. 

 

I am writing to the Planning Committee, my City Councilman, and my contact for the Westhampton Civic 

Association as a resident of Tuckahoe Terrace which is between Grove Ave and Cary St. Rd. and directly 

neighboring 5605 Grove Ave.  

 

The Grove/Libbie corridor is a popular and trendy area which is growing and changing yearly now. The updates 

and expansions done at Westhampton Theater, the Chadwick building and the Tyber have been well designed 

both functionally and architecturally to fit in with the charm of our shopping and dining village.  

 

 

Upon seeing the design of the structure replacing 5605 Grove Ave., I must say I was appalled. There is not one 

single redeeming feature to this nondescript design which looks like a warehouse or hotel.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Ann Kramer 

3 Tuckahoe Boulevard 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Susan Aprahamian <saprahamian12@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, April 5, 2021 8:08 AM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Subject: 5605 Grove Avenue Building Project

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the 

sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

 

 

As a resident of the Hampton Gardens neighborhood for the last 23 years, we would like to express our concern over the 

proposed demolition of the house at 5605 Grove Avenue and the building of the disproportionally large office building. 

We must preserve the integrity and history of our neighborhood and respect its residential nature. Please consider the 

parking implications of this decision as well. 

 

We are very alarmed by this proposed project. Thank you for listening to our concerns. 

 

Susan and Matt Aprahamian 

14 Greenway Lane 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Charles Fox <ckphox@icloud.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 6:00 PM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Subject: 5605 Grove Ave. proposed project

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the 

sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

 

 

For all the reasons outlined by the Westhampton Citizens Association, I am adamantly opposed to the ugly, 

inappropriate building proposed at Libbie & Grove.  Please do not approve that project. 

Charles Fox 

15 Towana Rd. 

23226 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: JORDAN BALL <jball11@verizon.net>

Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 11:36 AM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Cc: Addison, Andreas D. - City Council; contact@westhamptoncitizensassociation.com

Subject: Special Use Permit. 5605 Grove Ave. 

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the 

sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

 

 

My wife and I want to express our objection to any change in the zoning or issuance of any special use permits for the 

5600 block of Grove Ave.  This block serves as a transition from residential to commercial and is a much needed buffer 

for the nearby residents. 

In addition, if the SUP were granted for 5605 Grove, parking would be adversely affected for not only the residents but 

also for the commercial tenants in the nearby area. 

Please do not grant this permit or make any other zoning changes in this area. 

Jordan & Pat Ball 

99 Maple Ave. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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