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Applicant/Petitioner

Joint project of Venture Richmond, Art 180 and the PAC

Project Description

The Bloomberg Project Road Mural is one of three components of a placemaking initiative
at a key intersection of Jackson Ward (1 %z blocks from the Maggie Walker Memorial); the
other two components of the project include a parklet and a pedestrian plaza. Funded by a
grant from the Bloomberg Asphalt Art Program, the goal of the road mural portion of the
project is to engage local residents, artists, and youth that participate in Art 180’s programs
in designing a road mural that speaks to the historic importance of this key 19t- and 20t-
century African-American neighborhood. Extensive community input (through surveys and
community group conversations) informed the design focus of the entire Bloomberg
Project.

Project Location

Brook and Marshall

Jackson Ward

Council District(s): 1 X2
O304 0506 07038 0
9 OCity-Wide

(Recommending body)
Recommendation

Approval, with Conditions

Staff Contact

Susan Glasser, Secretary, Public Art Commission, 804.644.7319, susan.glasser@richmondgov.com

Conditions for Approval

The petitioners shall be responsible for obtaining and adhering to any necessary permits
from DPW to paint in public rights-of way.

RATIONAL FOR PLACING ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

This project meets several priorities of both the Public Art Master Plan and Richmond 300; see “Justification as

Government Speech” below.

ARTIST'S QUALIFICATIONS

Chris Visions has been sketching through the Xavier’'s School for Gifted Youngsters, the Virginia Governor’s School,
Virginia Commonwealth University, and finally the lllustration Academy. He has worked in the fields of graphic design,
game design, storyboarding, and illustration since 2006, and is currently creating comics with various publishers, including
Marvel, DC Comics and Boom Studios, as well as work with Art 180 and Mending Walls, among others.

JUSTIFICATION AS GOVERNMENT SPEECH
Richmond 300 (p. 199): Big Move: Reconnect the City
Placemaking: . . . public art that highlight[s] Jackson Ward'’s history and also serve[s] as a gateway to Richmond.

Public Art Master Plan (pp. 83-89):
e SITES THAT ADDRESS AREAS OF THE CITY NEEDING ATTENTION



e REVEALING MORE OF RICHMOND'S HISTORY [several topics are specifically mentioned including
Jackson Ward on p. 83-84 and 85]
e HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT SITES AND EVENTS

Richmond Equity Agenda
e Telling the Real History of Richmond: implement City art installations at City Hall and other City-owned

spaces with community input . . .

ATTACHMENT(S)

Application for Installing Temporary Art on City-Owned Property
Mayor’s Letter of Support for the Entire Asphalt Art Project



