
From: Thomas Courtney <trc.subscriptions@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, July 1, 2021 10:48 AM 

To: Addison, Andreas D. - City Council; Lambert, Ann-Frances - City 

Council; Charles.Samuels@richmondgov.com; 

dave@johannasdesign.com; James.A.Jackson@richmondgov.com; 

Katherin.Jordan@richmondgov.com; Larson, Kristen N. - City 

Council; lawmanchem@yahoo.com; Jones, Michael J. - City Council; 

Newbille, Cynthia I. - City Council; Trammell, Reva M. - City Council; 

Rodney Poole; Lynch, Stephanie A. - City Council Office; Robertson, 

Ellen F. - City Council; PDR Zoning Administration; PDR Land Use 

Admin; Ebinger, Matthew J. - PDR 

Cc: Tyler Rackley; Stacie Vanchieri; Vonck, Kevin J. - PDR 

Subject: Comment and Logistics for Planning Commission Meeting 7/6 1:30 

PM 

 

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize 

the sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

   

Hello Members of the Planning Commission, 

 

I noticed in the previous meeting that I was NOT able to participate because there were a number 

of agenda items that prompted citizen feedback (Ref. UDC26-31).  These items are again on the 

agenda for the 7/6 meeting.  I also wished to speak to those topics with the following for addition 

to the record of the meeting as follows: 

This comment is in regard to UDC 26-31: 

 

I DO NOT support removal of the pedestals / bases - I think they should be left in place with 

public art displayed atop those items - providing both commentary and contrast to their original 

purpose while maintaining the aesthetic, historical, and conflicted history of Richmond, VA. 

Similarly, I would support these locations being listed as available for rent to art installations to 

help offset the cost of removal and provide a source of revenue. 

 

This Comment is in regard to PDRPRES 2021.138: 

 

1) Do not postpone the agenda item - this is an intentional way of diluting citizen feedback and 

participation. 

2) Schedule the public engagement meetings to review the 2015 report, the 2019 ordinance, 

the 2020 implementation, and the 2021 review. 

3) Develop a corrective action plan for the $33,000 a year contract with Granicus that is not 

offset by participating STR operators in the program - because of the structure of the ordinance. 

 



Thanks for your time, and I will be participating on the 7/6 call.  My notes here are specific to 

time limitations that may prevent me from participating in person.  Please include these with 

record of the meeting. 

 

My suggestion, to make better use of time, is to ask citizens who are either for or against all 

items UDC 2021-26-31 to wait until the end while people speaking in reference to individual 

location items participate first.  Similarly, take role of the number of people who are planning to 

participate per agenda item so that time can be allocated accordingly. 

 

Thomas Courtney 

TRC.Subscriptions@gmail.com 

I do not represent any organizations, economic entities, or professional relationships to these 

topics. 

 


