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What is Climate Change?

Climate change is 
a shift in the 

long-term, average 
weather pattern

Human-caused 
emissions—especially 

from burning fossil 
fuels—are driving 
climate change

CO2 Sources



Climate Change is Already Impacting 
Richmond May 24, 2020

July 20, 2020

July 29, 2020

October 15, 2020

November 12, 2020

November 30, 2020

February 18, 2021



City Council Resolution 2020-R024 (Adopted Jun. 8, 2020)

45% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 (from 2008 
baseline) and net zero emissions by 2050

Prepare, adapt, and improve resilience to local impacts of 
climate change 

Develop and implement an equity-centered, integrated 
climate action and resilience plan

Climate Action and Resilience Goals



RVAgreen 2050 Process
Nov-Dec 2020
Equity training and 
foundation-setting

Jan-Mar 2021
Foundation-setting
Drafting strategies

Apr 2021
Community engagement

May-Aug 2021
Refining strategies and 
drafting timelines, metrics, 
etc.

Aug-Sept 2021
Community engagement

Oct-Dec 2021
Finalizing draft 
plan content

Jan-Feb 2022
Finalizing draft 
plan content

Feb-Mar 2022
Community 
engagement

Mar-Apr 2022
Finalizing plan 
content



RVAgreen 2050 = Coordinated Planning



Equity

Climate Action
Reduce greenhouse gas emissions

Climate Resilience
Prepare for climate change impacts

RVAgreen 2050 = Equity Centered Planning



Race, Income & Disproportionate 
Climate Impacts

be impacted by extreme 
weather events as a result of 

climate change

lack access to energy efficient 
housing and often are 

disproportionately impacted 
by high energy bills  

live in neighborhoods that 
lack convenient access to 
transit, or safe walking and 

biking options

live in areas with less 
greenspace and are more 

vulnerable to respiratory and 
heat related illnesses

live in housing without air 
conditioning and are more 

vulnerable to heat related and 
respiratory illnesses and death

be exposed to pollution and 
airborne allergens and are 

more vulnerable to asthma and 
other respiratory illnesses

Communities of color and low-income residents 
and are more likely to… 



https://cor.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e4d732f225fe457d83df11fe9bf71daf

Climate Equity Index-Interactive Tool

Climate Vulnerability Energy Burden

https://cor.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e4d732f225fe457d83df11fe9bf71daf
https://cor.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e4d732f225fe457d83df11fe9bf71daf


Understanding Community Priorities
The RVAgreen 2050 planning process is centered in equity and the priorities of the 
Richmond community which are:

Community Wealth

Housing & BuildingsHealth & Well BeingNeighborhoods Racial Equity & 
Environmental Justice

Government 
Accountability

Engagement



Community Priorities & Inequity
Housing & Buildings
Affordable Housing, Energy Burden, and Race/Ethnicity

Energy burden is a known contributing factor to evictions
● US median household energy burden across 48 largest 

cities = 3.5%; Richmond = 7.7%
● Low-income, Black, and Hispanic or Latino households 

pay a much larger share of their income on energy bills

Median household energy burden:
All households White Households Black/African American Households



Community Priorities & Inequity
Neighborhoods, Natural 
Environment & Health

Richmonders want safe, beautiful, 
and healthy neighborhoods

● Specific concerns included 
green space and parks 
access, physical and 
mental health, and flooding

● Due to historic and 
institutional racism, people 
of color are more likely to 
live in hotter neighborhoods 
where vulnerability to heat-
related illnesses is higher

Adults with 
Asthma
2016 American 
Community Survey

Unemployment rate
2016 American Community Survey



Racial Equity & 
Environmental 

Justice 
Roundtable

Buildings & Energy 
Working Group

Top
ica

l 
Exp

ertise

Roundtable = shaping planning process and content
Community Engagement

Neighborhood-Level Engagement
Broader Community Engagement

Phase 1: Understanding Community 
Priorities

Listening sessions w/ frontline 
organizations (virtual)
Virtual Ambassador Program
Community survey

Phase 2: Developing Strategies
Frontline community workshops
Communitywide Input Sessions #1

Phase 3: Refining Strategies
Frontline community workshops
Communitywide Input Sessions #2

Office of Sustainability/City government responsibilities throughout:
Engagement & Communication
Government Accountability

Community priorities from 
listening process



Equity Screening Tool



1 vision
All Richmonders, regardless of their identity or neighborhood, thrive in a climate-resilient and climate-neutral community

2 main goals to achieve
45% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and net zero emissions by 2050
Prepare for, adapt, and improve the community’s resilience to local climate impacts

5 pathways to get us there
Buildings & Energy, Community, Environment, Transportation & Mobility, Waste Reduction & Recovery

7 community priorities to honor
Racial Equity & Environmental Justice, Government Accountability, Community Wealth, Affordable Housing, Beautiful & Safe 
Neighborhoods, Health, Equitable Engagement & Communications



April Community Engagement
DATES: April 7-30 

GOAL: seeking input on draft vision, objectives, and strategies from the entire community

KEY ELEMENTS: 
April 7 Mayor’s announcement during weekly press briefing
Roundtable Engagement Activities
Online PDF document for public comment
Online and paper survey for input
Engagement Toolkit for partners (social media graphics, content, materials, etc.)
Weekly RVAgreen Gab events - Thursdays 5-6:30 p.m.
Weekly newsletters as well as social media and website



RVAgreen2050.com/participate
@RVAgreen2050

rvagreen@richmondgov.com

We need your input by April 30!
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