
AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN: 

ADOPTED: REJECTED: STRICKEN: 

INTRODUCED: February 8, 2021 

Expedited Consideration 

A RESOLUTION No. 2021-R014 

To consent to Virginia Commonwealth University’s plan for the removal and relocation of the 
Howitzer Monument from the property being the triangular parcel bounded by Grove Avenue, 
North Harrison Street, and Park Avenue in the city of Richmond, and known as “Howitzer Park.” 

Patron – Mr. Jones 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING:    FEB 8 2021  AT 6 P.M. 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 88-155-144, adopted June 13, 1988, the City of 

Richmond authorized the conveyance by deed of gift to the Commonwealth of Virginia, on 

behalf of Virginia Commonwealth University, of the City-owned property being the triangular 

parcel bounded by Grove Avenue, North Harrison Street, and Park Avenue in the city of 

Richmond, and known as “Howitzer Park” (hereinafter referred to as “Howitzer Park”); and 

WHERERAS, upon information and belief of the Council, Howitzer Park derived its 

name from the Howitzer Monument, which consisted of a statue and pedestal, erected in 1892 in 

honor of the Richmond Howitzers, an artillery unit mustered into the service of the Confederate 

States of America and serving for the duration of the American Civil War; and 
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 WHEREAS, the conveyance of Howitzer Park to the Commonwealth of Virginia, on 

behalf of Virginia Commonwealth University, authorized by Ordinance No. 88-155-144, adopted 

June 13, 1988, was conditioned, in part, on the requirement that if either the City of Richmond or 

Virginia Commonwealth University desired to remove and relocate the Howitzer Monument, 

such relocation could be undertaken only by mutual consent of the parties and at the expense of 

the requesting party; and 

 WHEREAS, the statue of the Howitzer Monument was toppled from its pedestal as a 

result of vandalism in 2020; and 

 WHEREAS, upon information and belief of the Council, Virginia Commonwealth 

University has requested the City’s consent to Virginia Commonwealth University’s plan for the 

removal and relocation of the Howitzer Monument; and 

 WHEREAS, upon information and belief of the Council, Virginia Commonwealth 

University has satisfied all of its obligations regarding Howitzer Park and removal of the 

Howitzer Monument further satisfies Virginia Commonwealth University’s obligations with 

respect to Howitzer Park and the Howitzer Monument; and  

 WHEREAS, upon information and belief of the Council, in removing the Howitzer 

Monument, Virginia Commonwealth University will continue to maintain Howitzer Park as a 

park; and 

 WHEREAS, upon information and belief of the Council, Virginia Commonwealth 

University will continue to be responsible for the maintenance, repair, and upkeep of the 

Howitzer Monument; and 

 WHEREAS, the Council consents to Virginia Commonwealth University’s transfer of 

ownership of the Howitzer Monument to another party after its removal from Howitzer Park; and   
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WHEREAS, the Council believes that it is in the best interests of the citizens of the City 

of Richmond that the Council consent to Virginia Commonwealth University’s plan for the 

removal and relocation of the Howitzer Monument;  

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: 

 That the Council hereby consents to Virginia Commonwealth University’s plan for the 

removal and relocation of the Howitzer Monument. 

 

isleyjn
Clerk's Signature



 

 
 

 
 
 

Ordinance/Resolution Request 
 
  
TO   Haskell Brown, Interim City Attorney 
 
THROUGH  Joyce Davis, Interim Council Chief of Staff 
    
FROM  Steven Taylor, Council Policy Analyst 
 
COPY   Michael Jones, 9th District Council Member 
   Summer Morris, 9th District Liaison 
   Tabrica Rentz, Interim Deputy City Attorney 
   
DATE  January 27, 2021 
 
PAGE/s  1 of 2 
 
TITLE Consent to Remove Richmond Howitzer Monument at Monroe Park 

Campus of Virginia Commonwealth University. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This is a request for the drafting of an       Ordinance         Resolution   
 
REQUESTING COUNCILMEMBER/PATRON       SUGGESTED STANDING COMMITTEE 
Jones  Land Use  

   
ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION SUMMARY 
Patron requests that legislation be drafted for Council’s consideration granting the City’s 
consent to remove the monument to the Richmond Howitzers to Virginia Commonwealth 
University (VCU).  
 
The City and VCU are parties to a 1989 Agreement and Deed of Gift from the City to VCU 
which grants the VCU the Richmond Howitzers Monument and the parcel it is located on 
near the intersection of Park Avenue, Grove Avenue, and Harrison Street at VCU’s Monroe 
Park Campus (Deed dated June 26, 1989, Ord No. 88-155-144). 
 
The Agreement requires maintenance of the parcel and the Howitzers’ Monument. The 
Agreement also requires the City’s consent to removal of the Monument.  
 



 

 
BACKGROUND 
The Richmond Howitzers Monument was erected in 1892 and honors the fallen artillerymen 
of the unit who fought in the Civil War. The Richmond Howitzers were organized in 1859, 
were mustered into confederate service when Virginia seceded from the Union and fought 
throughout the War and was present for the surrender at Appomattox. The Howitzers’ unit 
reorganized after the Civil War as part of the Virginia Militia and saw service in both World 
Wars I and II.  VCU has decided to remove markers and monuments on its campuses 
honoring confederate servicemen and leaders, including the Howitzers Monument and 
requests the City’s concurrence in removing as required by the 1989 Agreement and Deed 
between the City and VCU. 
 
VCU will bear the burden of all costs in removing the monument and retain ownership of it, 
and bear all costs of maintenance and upkeep of the monument. VCU will continue to 
maintain the real property as a park.   

 
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 
 
Attachment/s     Yes    No  Copy of Deed and Ord No 88-155-144 

 
 

 
 

  

 
Fiscal Impact  Yes    No  
 
Budget Amendment Required  Yes    No  
 
Estimated Cost or Revenue Impact  $ N/A 
 
Signage is typically paid for from the operating budget of DPW.  
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