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• The City of Richmond is embracing the principles of

Equitable Development through the adoption of its

Comprehensive Plan.

• Richmond 300 is the guide for growth to design an

equitable, sustainable, and beautiful Richmond with

six focus areas:

o People

o Housing

o Thriving Environment

o Diverse Economy

o Equitable Transportation

o High Quality Places

• The plan deliberately encourages the expansion of

viable housing throughout the City and not

concentrated in one area of the City.

• This plan provides the framework in which we will 

operate to achieve equitable development throughout 

our City. 



Zoning and Land Use Considerations for Homeless Shelters

The City’s Zoning Ordinance is very restrictive when it 

comes to allowing emergency shelters for individuals 

experiencing homelessness. Shelters are only 

permitted by a conditional use permit in B-3 and B-4 

Zoning Districts. 

Pursuant to Code of Virginia, §§ 15.2-2286, 15.2-2303, 

conditional use permits are intended as a means for 

the City Council, after review and recommendation by 

the Planning Commission, to authorize certain uses 

which, although generally appropriate in the district in 

which they are permitted, have potentially greater 

impacts on neighboring properties than uses which 

are permitted by right. 
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