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Planning Commission Members,
I have many concerns about ORD 2020-217, which would remove medians adjacent to the Lee Circle
(also known as Marcus-David Peters Circle) from the public right of way and convert them into city
parks, and ask that you recommend that Council strikes this Ordinance. My primary concern is that
public access to city parks is much more restricted than public access to the right of way, and that
the conversion of these very specific medians to city parks will be used to criminalize and target
certain members of the Richmond community.
Attached is Section 8-280 from the Richmond City Code which highlights just a few of the ways
access to parks is restricted. As you can see is subsection (g), violation of this section is a Class 4
misdemeanor. I live one black from Monument Ave and have, for years taken evening strolls down
the median. If this ordinance is passed, that would now be a criminal act. Please ask yourselves if
turning an evening stroll down an Avenue into a Class 4 misdemeanor is a good planning decision.
As a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP), I’m held to a standard of ethics
which I hope you all will hold yourselves to as well. Section A.1, the very first section of the AICP
Code of Ethics, outlines planners’ overall responsibility to the public (https://planning-org-uploadedmedia.s3.amazonaws.com/document/AICP-Ethics-Revised-AICP-Code-Professional-Conduct-201604-01.pdf). All the principles under Section A.1 are important, but the very first principle reads “We
shall always be conscious of the rights of others.” Please be conscious of the rights of others when
weighing your recommendation for this ordinance.
Thank you,
Doug Allen, AICP
3110 Park Ave

