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April 30, 2020 
(Revised August 6, 2020) 
 
Application for a Special Use Permit Amendment 
for the Virginia Historical Society 
 
 
 
Application Report 
 
 
The Virginia Museum of History Culture (VMHC) is planning improvements to its existing 
facilities to improve overall operations and visitor services associated with the facility. The 
goal of this work is to remain within the current building footprint, but to make key 
improvements that will allow the VMHC to improve its public offerings.  The project includes 
a total of 4,685 gross SF of new additional interior space, plus an additional 1,784 SF of 
exterior Terrace/Stairs, to reach a total building size of 229,036 SF. Main features of the 
renovations include: 

• Renovation of approximately 72,430 SF of existing space in multiple levels including 
galleries, library, offices, storage/services spaces and entry lobby. Renovation 
includes relocation of the existing museum shop and the incorporation of a new café 
space. A portion of the renovation will also allow for expansion of leasable space in 
the building to for the existing tenant, the Virginia Department of Historic Resources.  

• Construct new meeting room space by building a Second Floor over an existing single-
story archive space on the west side of the existing structure.  The addition will consist 
of approximately 3,829 sf gross for three meeting rooms and an enclosure structure. 
A portion of the roof will be converted to an outdoor Terrace (1314 SF) that will allow 
for public occupancy adjacent to the new meeting rooms. A 470 SF exterior stair is 
being constructed adjacent to the stair for egress.   

• Move an exterior wall over existing structure to construct 470 SF addition on the South 
end of the building and convert an existing office space to gallery space.  

• Construct a new 386 sf gross mechanical penthouse. 

• Redesign of the exterior parking area to relocate the greenspace and expand the 
parking capacity of the facility by 60 spaces. Work will include relocation of the curb 
cut on Kensington Street, redesign of the existing landscaping surrounding the parking 
lot and redesign of the existing vehicle drop off area. Improvements to the accessible 
parking are also included.   

• Revision of the total potential occupancy of the building, per applicable code, from 
3,314 to 3,730. 
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• Update landscape surrounding the parking lot with: 

- Redesign of a vehicular drop-off at the main rear entry. 

- Relocate the lawn area adjacent to the building and enhance with ornamental 
plantings. 

- Addition of extra parking island trees. 

- Removal of old and dying magnolia hedgerows and replace with staggered 
magnolia hedgerow. 

 These existing magnolias were planted during construction of the VMHC 
building, which was called Battle Abbey at the time. Construction took 
place from 1912 to 1921. The site plan was designed by the office of 
Warren Manning, where Charles Gillette had recently been hired to work 
on the University of Richmond landscape (then Richmond College). 

 56 magnolias totaling 1,167” of BHD are to be removed. 111 new trees 
are to be planted in their place, totaling 329” of caliper. 

 
SUMMARY OF SUP CHANGES NEEDED 
 
The VMHC is currently subject to an existing Special Use Permit, most recently appended as 
Ordinance 2014-75-54 from the City of Richmond. The following elements of the existing 
Ordinance require modification as a result of the work: 
 

 Revise Address to 428 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard 
 Authorize the construction of improvements as described above. 
 Section 3b:  Modify the number of parking spaces from no fewer than 119 to 179. 
 Delete Section 3c requiring availability of offsite parking through the addition of a 

nearly equivalent number of new parking spaces on site and through compliance with 
available access to a parking deck on the adjacent property as described in the 
existing Special Use Permit. 

     
                         
 
With best regards, 
 
 

 
Edward L. Glass, PE 
Senior Project Manager 
HG Design Studio 
 
 
 
 
 
 


