


2322 Venable 
Building Description 
 
The proposed building is a two-story, mixed-use building located at the northwest 
corner of Pink and Venable Streets in Union Hill. Construction will be wood framing 
on a concrete masonry foundation; all floors will be sprinklered.  Framed exterior 
walls will be a mix of masonry facade and cementitious siding. 
 
The brick front facade along Venable St is organized in three bays with a cutaway 
corner entrance and residential balcony above, typical to the corner storefront 
typology of Union Hill. The ground floor features large traditionally proportioned 
storefront windows and doors that define the commercial space. The masonry 
features traditional proportioning with modern detailing to articulate a volumetric 
composition that is familiar to the context of Union Hill. 
 
The side facade along Pink Street is clad in a mix of brick and cementitious siding, 
with balconies articulated by cementitious panel volumes.  The materials are tied 
together by a regular proportioning and fenestration pattern of aluminum clad 
casement windows for the two upstairs apartments and north half of the ground 
floor. commercial space. The primary commercial space at the corner of Pink and 
Venable is clad in brick and  fenestrated with larger 4’x8’ storefront openings, with a 
stepped back corner storefront entrance.  The primary entrance for the second floor 
apartments is off of Pink Street, and is clearly articulated by storefront door and 
glazing in masonry construction and covered by a modest metal awning. 
   
The roof at the front is a gabled standing seam roof. The remainder of the building is 
covered by a low-slope membrane roof that drains to the west and into 
downspouts.  Parapets and the gabled roof shield the roof and any roof equipment 
from view.   
 
Compatibility with ​Richmond Old & Historic Districts Handbook and Design Review 
Guidelines 
 
The design is sited with a zero setback cutaway entrance at the corner in keeping 
with "historical patterns" (p 46) for commercial corners found in the Union Hill 
neighborhood and in keeping with the building that historically sat at this site. 
 
The three bay massing (p 39), regular fenestration, and building height all create a 
composition (p 52) that is "consistent with existing massing and fenestration 
patterns" (p 44) and "respect(s) the typical height of surrounding residential 
buildings" in the Union Hill district. The simplified forms, windows and the use of 
materials that are "visually compatible with original materials used throughout the 
district" (p 47) in addition to brick help to create a compatible palette while 
avoiding false historicism. 
 



The commercial storefront reflects the ​Guidelines ​(p 49) with a simple pier, large 
storefront windows, and a simplified modern cornice and awning. Residential 
windows reflect traditional proportions. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed building is a two-story, mixed-use building located at the northwest corner of Pink and 
Venable Streets in Union Hill. Construction will be wood framing on a concrete masonry foundation; 
all floors will be sprinklered.  Framed exterior walls will be a mix of masonry facade and cementitious 
siding. The massing has been arranged to respect the scale of the original and surrounding struc-
tures.

The brick front facade along Venable St is organized in three bays with a cutaway corner entrance 
and residential balcony above, typical to the corner storefront typology of Union Hill. The ground floor 
features large traditionally proportioned storefront windows and doors that define the commercial 
space. The masonry features traditional proportioning with modern detailing to articulate a volumet-
ric composition that is familiar to the context of Union Hill.

The side facade along Pink Street is clad in a mix of brick and cementitious siding, with balconies 
articulated by cementitious panel volumes.  The materials are tied together by a regular proportioning 
and fenestration pattern of aluminum clad casement windows for the two upstairs apartments and 
north half of the ground floor. commercial space. The primary commercial space at the corner of Pink 
and Venable is clad in brick and  fenestrated with larger 4’x8’ storefront openings, with a stepped 
back corner storefront entrance.  The primary entrance for the second floor apartments is off of Pink 
Street, and is clearly articulated by storefront door and glazing in masonry construction and covered 
by a modest metal awning.
  
The roof at the front is a gabled standing seam roof. The remainder of the building is covered by a 
low-slope membrane roof that drains to the west and into downspouts.  Parapets and the gabled roof 
shield the roof and any roof equipment from view.  

COMPATIBILITY WITH RICHMOND OLD & HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

HANDBOOK AND DESIGN REVIEW GUIDELINES

The design is sited with a zero setback cutaway entrance at the corner in keeping with “historical 
patterns” (p 46) for commercial corners found in the Union Hill neighborhood and in keeping with the 
building that historically sat at this site.

The three bay massing (p 39), regular fenestration, and building height all create a composition (p 52) 
that is “consistent with existing massing and fenestration patterns” (p 44) and “respect(s) the typical 
height of surrounding residential buildings” in the Union Hill district. The simplified forms, windows 
and the use of materials that are “visually compatible with original materials used throughout the dis-
trict” (p 47) in addition to brick help to create a compatible palette while avoiding false historicism.
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S Q U A R E F O O TA G E

SCHEMATIC SQUARE FOOTAGE & OCCUPANCY ESTIMATES:

COMMERCIAL SPACE  (RESTAURANT CALCULATIONS)
FRONT OF HOUSE:   587 SF + 58 SF DECK  43 OCC
BACK OF HOUSE:   800 SF    4 OCC
TOTAL:     1,387 SF   47 OCC
       
RESIDENTIAL SPACE
UNIT A (FRONT):   670 SF + 98 SF BALCONY
UNIT B (REAR):    687 SF + 47 SF BALCONY
TOTAL:     1,357 SF + 145 SF BALCONY

SHARED SPACE:
STAIR:     109 SF
CHASE:     16 SF
TOTAL:     125 SF

GRAND TOTAL:    3,072  SF

SCHEMATIC SQUARE FOOTAGE & OCCUPANCY ESTIMATES:

COMMERCIAL SPACE (OFFICE CALCULATIONS)
FRONT OFFICE:   587 SF + 58 SF DECK  7 OCC
BACK OFFICE:    800 SF    8 OCC
TOTAL:     1,387 SF   15 OCC
       
RESIDENTIAL SPACE
UNIT A (FRONT):   670 SF + 98 SF BALCONY
UNIT B (REAR):    687 SF + 47 SF BALCONY
TOTAL:     1,357 SF + 145 SF BALCONY

SHARED SPACE:
STAIR:     109 SF
CHASE:     16 SF
TOTAL:     125 SF

GRAND TOTAL:    3,072  SF
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WINDOW SCHEDULE
Type Mark Count Description Width Height Manufacturer Construction

A 10 Siteline Casement Clad 3'-0" 5'-0" JELD-WEN ALUMINUM CLAD WOOD
B 8 Siteline Casement Clad 2'-6" 4'-6" JELD-WEN ALUMINUM CLAD WOOD
C 5 Siteline Casement Clad 2'-6" 2'-6" JELD-WEN ALUMINUM CLAD WOOD

DOOR SCHEDULE
Type Mark Count Description Width Height Construction

01 5 INTERIOR SOLID CORE OR TWO PANEL DOOR 2'-0" 6'-8" Wood
02 2 INTERIOR SOLID CORE OR TWO PANEL DOOR 2'-6" 6'-8" Wood
03 5 INTERIOR DOOR TBD 3'-0" 6'-8" Wood
04 4 INTERIOR DOUBLE DOOR 5'-0" 6'-8" Wood
05 1 EXTERIOR EXIT DOOR 3'-0" 7'-0" Steel
06 3 EXTERIOR STOREFRONT DOOR (TBD) Steel or Aluminum
07 1 DOUBLE LEAF PATIO DOOR - SINGLE LEAF

OPERABLE
5'-3 31/32" 6'-11 1/32" Aluminum Clad Wood

08 2 PATIO DOOR 2'-6" 6'-11 1/32" Aluminum Clad Wood
Grand total: 23 23

S C H E D U L E S
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M AT E R I A L  C O N S I D E R AT I O N S

MASONRY CEMENTITIOUS SIDING & PANEL LIGHTING AND WINDOWS

JELD WEN SITELINE 
CASEMENT WINDOW 
WITH CHESTNUT 
BRONZE CLADDING

WALL MOUNTED 
STRAIGHT ARM STEEL 
LIGHT FIXTURE, LED 
LAMPING

HARDIE OR SIM SID-
ING WITH 5” AND 10” 
EXPOSURES

HARDIE OR SIM 
CEMENTITIOUS 
PANEL AND TRIM

MASONRY COLOR 
TO BE SUBMITTED

PROPORTIONS 
ARTICULATED 
IN MASONRY BY 
VARYING DEPTHS
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