


CAR Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
St. John’s United Church of Christ 
203 Stuart Circle 
Monument Avenue OHD 
Project Description: 

The following are components of the proposed exterior renovations: 

1. Removal of mechanical platform: The mechanical platform and equipment on the small flat 
roofed rear addition have been removed (Photo B). 

2. Chiller and enclosure: A new chiller, with a gated 15' x 15' wood fence enclosure will be installed 
on the small paved parking area set back from the alley at the rear of the church.  The fence 
enclosure will be 8'-4" tall and constructed with 1x6 wood planks with a 2x6 cap. The fence will 
be finished with a solid-body stain to blend with the exterior of the adjacent church building 
(see Sketch, details on A2, Photos B, C, D, E). 

3. Condenser: As part of the HVAC upgrades the church will add a small condenser next to the east 
wall, and next to a tertiary stair.  This unit will be minimally visible from public rights of way. It 
will be screened by landscaping.  (see Sketch, A2, Photos F, G) 

4. Replacement of window AC Units: As part of HVAC upgrades the church would like to replace 12 
window AC Units with window-mounted heat pumps roughly the same size. Three of the units 
are in window wells below grade along the alley, and the others are along the alley and at the 
rear (A1, A2, A3, Photos H, I).  

5. Side entry railing: To improve safety and access to the church, the single railing centered on the 
stairs leading to the Lombardy Street entry to the Parish Hall will be replaced with two side 
railings of almost identical design.  The center railing obstructs entry from the paired doors and 
creates a hazard due to the lack of a stair landing. (Product sheet, Photos J, K) 

6. Elevator access railing: To improve safety and access to the church, a single 10’ long, 2” 
diameter, painted pipe railing will be mounted on the sidewalk leading to the elevator entry at 
the rear of the Parish Hall. (A2, Photo I) 

7. Stained glass protection:  The yellowing acrylic that protects the stained glass in the sanctuary 
will be replaced with clear Lexan, acrylic, or tempered glass sheets with prefinished metal 
framing that aligns with the window subdivisions and matches the frame color.  A copy of the 
proposal is attached. (Photos A, D, F, and G) 

8. Masonry cleaning: the stone façade will be cleaned in accordance with NPS Preservation Brief 2, 
using the gentlest means possible. The cleaning will be completed only after a sample cleaning 
patch has been installed for review and approval by CAR staff and a DHR reviewer. The chemical 
proposed for use is a 50% sodium hypochlorite solution mixed with a product called "Cling-On", 
which keeps the solution on the stone for the dwell time required to achieve the desired result. 
The chemical is rinsed with a low-pressure wash of warm water. 

9. Rear door awning: A simple fabric awning (5’ deep, with a single slope) will be installed over the 
rear door as shown on the attached plan. The awning color will be either blue and white striped 
or solid to match the color of the adjacent wall. Product sheet is attached.  We will submit 
swatches to the CAR secretary for final approval. 

Please note: The applicant is in the process of applying for state historic tax credits. 
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A. Front (west) elevation
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B. Rear elevation, church on L, school on R C. View east along alley
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D. View of rear elevation with chiller (not final location) E. View west along alley
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F. View of east side from W Franklin St G. Detail with future CU location
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H. Rear wing with 2 ACUs to be replaced I. Alley view showing ACUs to be replaced (2 are missing)
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J. Side entry with center rail K. Side entry with center rail (no landing)
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CAR Application - Awning Alternatives

Awning fabric 1st choice Awning fabric 2nd choice
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St. John's United Church of Christ
503 Stuart Circle

Richmond VA 23220
202-361-9887  Jeff Jacobs

Rear Entrance A 2'6" 6' 13'9" 1

No

13'9"

6"

Sunbrella 

Furnish & install a new complete traditional awning frame & cover.

John Watkins
2,430.00

1,215.00

1,215.00
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Top Rail Profile

Posts = 1" solid square bar ,Carbon Steel

Toprail = 2 14" solid molded topbar mounted on an 1" by 12" 
channel, 18" wall thickness, Bronze topbar, Steel Channel, 36" 
set height

Bottomrail = 1" by 12" channel, 18 wall thickness, Carbon 
Steel

Pickets = 12"  solid square bars, 3 7 8" max clear, Carbon Steel

Finish =  #4 Brushed bronze topbar and #41 Black 
Powdercoated frame.

Installation = 4" embedment depth for each post. Secured 
with non shrink grout in 2" Dia. holes.

2031 WestWood Ave. 
Richmond, VA 23230

(804) 266 2664
Greendale RailingSt. Johns United Church of Christ

MaterialsProject Name / Address

Brushed bronze top rail, Steel frame
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4. Window ACUs to be replaced with same-sized window heat
pump units below grade
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2. Chiller enclosure details
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Text Box
2. Chiller enclosure; see SKETCH revisions
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3. New CU (condenser)
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2. Chiller enclosure details
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Llewellyn
Text Box
4. Window ACUs to be replaced with same-sized window heat
pump units  in each space along alley

Llewellyn
Text Box
4. Window ACU to be replaced with same-sized window heat pump unit
in Warming Kitchen
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5. Replace center railing with 2 side railings to match existing
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6. 2" Diameter Pipe Railing at curb. 
10 ft long. To reduce risk for wheel chair access to elevator.
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Text Box
7. New stained glass window protection for windows in sanctuary (acrylic or tempered glass with prefinished frames to match window frame color)
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Llewellyn
Text Box
8. The stone portions of the facade will be cleaned with a mild chemical wash after a test panel has been reviewed and approved by CAR and DHR staff. The red line indicates the extent of stone veneer on the facade
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9. Rear Door fabric awning
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4. Window ACUs to be replaced with same-sized window heat
pump units  in each space along alley

Llewellyn
Text Box
4. Window ACU to be replaced with same-sized window heat pump unit
in Community Room

Llewellyn
Text Box
1. Remove existing HVAC platform and units
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3. New CU
(condenser)
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2. New Chiller and enclosure
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9. New Fabric Awning
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