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City of Richmond 

Formal Meeting Minutes 

Councilmembers Present 

The Honorable Cynthia Newbille, President  
The Honorable Chris Hilbert, Vice President (late arrival) 
The Honorable Andreas Addison  
The Honorable Kim Gray  
The Honorable Michael Jones (late arrival)  
The Honorable Kristen Larson  
The Honorable Stephanie Lynch  
The Honorable Ellen Robertson  
The Honorable Reva Trammell 
 
 

President Cynthia Newbille called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m., and presided.  
 
 

ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION 
 

City Clerk Candice Reid, in accordance with Ordinance No. 2020-093, adopted April 9, 2020, 
announced the meeting would be held through electronic communication means. City Clerk Reid 
stated notice of the meeting was provided to the public through a public information advisory issued 
on April 16, 2020, and through Legistar on the city website in accordance with usual practice. She 
also stated members of the public were encouraged to provide comments in writing prior to the 
meeting and all comments received prior to 10:00 a.m. on Monday, April 27, 2020, were provided to 
Council members. Ms. Reid indicated that members of the public who signed up to speak and provide 
comment would be called to speak at the appropriate time.  

 
Councilor Michael Jones joined the meeting at 6:05 p.m. 

 
Invocation was offered by Pastor Eric W. Carroll of the Ascension Church RVA, 9507 Hull 

Street Road, Richmond, VA.  
 
Members of Council and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

 
CITIZEN SPEAKER GUIDELINES 

 
Upon the President’s request, Deputy City Clerk RJ Warren provided citizen speaker 

guidelines. 
 
  

APPOINTMENTS AND REAPPOINTMENTS 
 
 There were no appointment/reappointment items for consideration. 

 
  

AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

 There were no awards or presentations. 
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CITIZEN COMMENT 
 

There were no citizen comment speakers.  
 

 
AGENDA REVIEW AND AMENDMENTS 

 
Councilor Ellen Robertson moved to amend the agenda as follows: 

 
ORD. 2018-324 
To amend and reordain Ord. No. 2007-131-174, adopted Jul. 23, 2007, which authorized the special 
use of the property known as 1400 Grove Avenue for the purpose of permitting a multifamily dwelling 
consisting of no more than ten units and authorized the special use of the properties known as 1410 
and 1412 Grove Avenue for the purpose of allowing single-family attached dwellings on substandard 
sized lots, together with accessory off-street parking, to remove from the ordinance the provisions 
pertaining to 1412 Grove Avenue, upon certain terms and conditions. 
 
To be continued to Monday, June 8, 2020 
 
ORD. 2018-325 
To authorize the special use of the property known as 1412 Grove Avenue for the purpose of either a 
single-family attached dwelling or a single-family detached dwelling and up to four rooms or groups of 
rooms for short-term rental use, upon certain terms and conditions. 
 
To be continued to Monday, June 8, 2020 
 
ORD. 2019-275 
To amend ch. 6 of the City Code by adding therein a new art. XII (§§ 6-596-6-602) to establish a 
technology zone program in accordance with Va. Code § 58.1-3850, for the purpose of facilitating the 
development and location of technology businesses in the city of Richmond, capital investment, and 
job creation. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
ORD. 2019-276 
To amend City Code §§ 26-872, concerning definitions related to license taxes, and 26-989, 
concerning licenses taxes for personal services businesses, and to amend ch. 26, art. XV, div. 2 of 
the City Code by adding therein a new section numbered 26-1003.1, concerning the license tax for 
technology businesses, for the purpose of creating a new business, profession, and occupation 
license category called “technology business” and imposing a new license tax on such businesses. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
ORD. 2020-025 
To erect all-way stop signs at the intersections of Bainbridge Street and West 10th Street; Bainbridge 
Street and West 12th Street; Bainbridge Street and West 14th Street; Porter Street and West 10th 
Street; Porter Street and West 12th Street; Porter Street and West 14th Street; Perry Street and West 
10th Street; Perry Street and West 12th Street; McDonough Street and West 10th Street; McDonough 
Street and West 12th Street; and McDonough Street and West 14th Street. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
ORD. 2020-046 
To rezone the property known as 2925 Garland Avenue from the UB Urban Business District and the 
PE-7 Brookland Park Boulevard / North Avenue Parking Exempt Parking Overlay District to the R-6 
Single-Family Attached Residential District. 
 
To be continued to Monday, May 11, 2020 
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To repeal City Code § 26-902, concerning erroneous assessments and refunds and exoneration from 
payment of local taxes, and to amend ch. 26, art. II, div. 1, by adding therein a new § 26-48, for the 
purpose of authorizing the Director of Finance to refund and exonerate taxpayers from any local tax 
and requiring approval of any such refund or exoneration by the City Attorney. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
ORD. 2020-089 
To amend Ord. No. 2014-222-204, adopted Nov. 10, 2014, as previously amended by Ord. No. 2018-
328, adopted Jan. 14, 2019, which authorized the special use of the property known as 2319 Grove 
Avenue for the purpose of authorizing an expansion to an existing day nursery, to modify the fencing 
requirements for the roof-top play area, upon certain terms and conditions. 
 
To be continued to Monday, May 11, 2020 
 
ORD. 2020-090 
To authorize the special use of the property known as 2852 Hull Street for the purpose of a single-
family detached dwelling, upon certain terms and conditions. 
 
To be continued to Monday, May 11, 2020 
 
ORD. 2020-097 
To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to enter into 
a Facility Use Agreement between the City of Richmond and the American National Red Cross for the 
use of six Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities’ community centers as shelters 
during disaster emergency situations. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
ORD. 2020-098 
To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to execute an 
Urban Project Construction Agreement between the City of Richmond and the Virginia Department of 
Transportation to provide funding for the design and construction of  improvements to the interchange 
at Maury Street and I-95. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
ORD. 2020-099 
To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to execute a 
Deed of Lease between DAR Enterprises, LLC, as lessor and the City of Richmond as lessee for the 
purpose of providing office and storage space for the Office of the General Registrar at 2134 West 
Laburnum Avenue. 
 
To be removed from the Land Use, Housing and Transportation Standing Committee and 
considered on the Consent Agenda  
 
RES. 2019-R068 
To express the Council’s support for certain goals in alignment with the Vision Zero traffic safety 
program that promote sustainability and equity in access to safe transportation. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
RES. 2020-R014 
To request the Virginia Department of Transportation to amend the street mileage inventory for the 
City of Richmond. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
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RES. 2020-R016 
To request that the Chief Administrative Officer cause the Director of Public Works to conduct a study 
and provide recommendations to the Council concerning how applicable laws and regulations might 
be lawfully amended to require contractors to provide protected walkways, crosswalks, bicycle lanes, 
shared-use paths, and trails for the purpose of further promoting the City’s Vision Zero traffic safety 
program. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
RES. 2020-R019 
To request that the Chief Administrative Officer cause the appropriate departments in the City’s 
Administration to incorporate, to the extent permitted by law, the applicable recommendations of the 
Advisory Task Force for the Economic Revitalization of South Richmond in the development of the 
City’s Master Plan. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
RES. 2020-R020 
To declare a public necessity to amend ch. 30 of the City Code and to initiate an amendment to the 
City’s zoning ordinance to make such lawful changes as may be necessary to permit shelters in all 
nine Council districts by requesting that the Chief Administrative Officer cause to be conducted a 
study to determine whether and, if so, how the City’s zoning ordinance lawfully may be amended to 
permit, to the extent permitted by law, shelters in all nine Council districts. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
RES. 2020-R021 
To name the east-west alley located in the block bounded by West Main Street, South Shields 
Avenue, West Cary Street, and South Addison Street as “Uptown Alley.” 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
RES. 2020-R022 
To name a portion of the east-west alley located in the block bounded by Dorchester Road, Jahnke 
Road, and CSX Transportation, Inc.’s railroad tracks as “Gravel Alley.” 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
RES. 2020-R024 
To recognize the effects of global warming caused by human activity and to establish a climate action 
goal to achieve a 45 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 from the 2008 baseline. 
 
To be continued to Monday, June 8, 2020 
 
RES. 2020-R026 
To request that the Mayor introduce such budget amendments and propose other such legislation as 
may be necessary to establish a grant program to be administered by the Economic Development 
Authority of the City of Richmond for restaurants within the city of Richmond affected by the spread of 
COVID-19. 
 
To be continued to Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
 
 
RES. 2020-R027 
To request that the Chief Administrative Officer, in accordance with City Charter § 5.05.1(c), provide 
the Council with revised financial and activity reports due to reduced economic activity in the business 
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Reginald White, RISC member, addressed Council and spoke to the lack of affordable housing in 
the city. Mr. White stated it was expensive and difficult to move into affordable housing currently 
available.   
 
Dr. Aubrey Jones, Fourth Baptist Church member and RISC board member, addressed Council 
and requested Council allocate $2,900,000.00 to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, allocate 
$400,850.00 to the Eviction Diversion Program, and that Council pass a resolution directing 
$800,000.00 be allocated to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund and the Eviction Diversion Program 
as funds become available in FY 2021. 
 
Steve Saltzberg, Affordable Housing Trust Fund Oversight Board member and RISC co-
president, addressed Council and stated evictions in the city would increase due to the pandemic. 
Mr. Saltzberg requested Council pass a resolution directing an additional $600,000.00 be allocated to 
the Affordable Housing Trust Fund as funds become available in FY 2021. 
 
Rabbi Michael Knopf, Temple Beth-El rabbi, RISC member, addressed Council and requested 
Council pass a resolution directing $200,000.00 be allocated to the Eviction Diversion Program as 
funds become available in FY 2021. Rabbi Knopf stated evictions and homelessness would rise in the 
city due to the pandemic and requested Council address the emergency situation.  
 
Janice Lacy, Ebenezer Baptist Church member, RISC member, addressed Council and stated 
residents recently out of work due to the COVID-19 pandemic were at risk of eviction and 
homelessness. Ms. Lacy requested Council create a designated stream of revenue for the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund. 
 
Pastor Ralph Hodge, Second Baptist Church senior pastor, RISC member, addressed Council 
and expressed his concern regarding an increase of evictions in the city due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Pastor Hodge requested Council allocate $2,900,000.00 to the Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund, allocate $400,850.00 to the Eviction Diversion Program, and that Council pass a resolution 
directing $800,000.00 be allocated to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund and the Eviction Diversion 
Program as funds become available in FY 2021. Pastor Hodge also requested Council create a 
designated stream of revenue for the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. 
 
Andria Impson, Richmond Public Schools (RPS) employee, addressed Council and expressed 
her concerns with a cut in proposed funding for RPS due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Ms. Impson 
stated the proposed budget cuts would drastically affect RPS’s ability to address an increase in the 
student population that speak English as a second language. Ms. Impson also stated proposed cuts 
would prevent the addition of staff to assist students who speak English as a second language.  
 
Allan-Charles Chipman addressed Council and expressed his concerns that the proposed FY 2021 
budget did not properly take into account the full effect of the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr. Chipman 
stated he worried about the potential of a rise in citizens facing evictions in the city, and that the 
proposed budget did not provide enough support to citizens vulnerable to eviction.  
 
 Councilor Ellen Robertson stated she would support a resolution related to providing the 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund with additional revenue as funds become available in FY 2021. 
 
 Councilor Michael Jones stated he was committed to fund the Affordable Housing Trust Fund and 
the Eviction Diversion Program for the health and safety of citizens.  
 
 Councilor Kristen Larson expressed her concerns regarding the potential of additional necessary 
budget cuts in FY 2021, and stated Council should establish a list of priorities regarding allocation of 
additional revenue as funds become available in FY 2021. 
 
 Councilor Stephanie Lynch stated she believed any additional revenue that becomes available in 
FY 2021 should be directed toward affordable housing issues. Councilor Lynch informed members 
she would propose a budget amendment to provide the Affordable Housing Trust Fund with additional 
funding due to the potential of a depressed economy in the city.  
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 Councilor Kim Gray expressed her support for providing additional funding to the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund and Eviction Diversion Program. Councilor Gray also shared her appreciation of 
city first responders who have provided services during the pandemic.  
 
 Councilor Andreas Addison expressed his support of providing additional funding to the 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund and Eviction Diversion Program. Councilor Addison stated continued 
designated funding for the Affordable Housing Trust Fund and Eviction Diversion Program, was 
necessary to address the affordable housing crisis in the city.  
 
 President Cynthia Newbille thanked individuals that provided public comment regarding the 
budget related papers. President Newbille stated affordable housing would be a priority of Council as 
members review the budget moving forward in FY 2021.  
 
      Councilor Kristen Larson moved that the budget related ordinances be continued to the 
Monday, May 4, 2020, Special Meeting at 3:30 p.m., which was seconded and unanimously 
approved. 
 
 

MOTIONS 
 

Councilor Andreas Addison moved to expedite consideration of the following resolution, 
which was seconded was unanimously approved: 

 
RES. 2020-R032 
To approve an expenditure in the amount of $2,415.00 from the Council District Funds for the Ninth 
District to pay Marion Marketing Global, LLC for the design, printing, and mailing of post cards to be 
sent during the first week of May, 2020, notifying Ninth District residents about resources available to 
those impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Patron: Mr. Jones 
 
 Councilor Michael Jones provided an introduction and background information regarding the 
proposed resolution.  
 
 Councilor Kim Gray inquired if the mailings could be considered promotional or campaign 
related. 
 
 Councilor Jones confirmed that the proposed mailings would only contain information and no 
pictures or campaign related material would be included.   
 
 Vice President Chris Hilbert informed members he intended to work on an ordinance relating to 
out-going members of Council and the use of district funds. 
 
 President Cynthia Newbille requested Vice President Hilbert consult with the Office of the City 
Attorney regarding the proposed ordinance.  

There were no further comments or discussions and RES. 2020-R032 was unanimously 
adopted. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

Councilor Kim Gray moved to approve the minutes of the following Richmond City 
Council meeting: Formal Council Session held on Monday, April 13, 2020, at 6:00 p.m.  

 
The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.  
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
City Council will hold a public hearing on the following resolution on Monday, May 4, 2020, at 
3:30 p.m.: 
 
RES. 2020-R033 
To support requests made by the City of Richmond to the United States Congress for the enactment 
of legislation to supplement and modify the CARES Act for the provision of additional federal aid to 
recover from the damaging economic loss caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and to promote timely 
economic recovery assistance for all residents. 
 
Patron: Mayor Stoney 
 
This resolution was introduced and committee referral waived pursuant to Rule VI(B)(2). 
 
 
City Council will hold a public hearing on the following ordinance on Monday, May 11, 2020, at 
6:00 p.m.: 
 
ORD. 2020-102 
To amend the schedule of classifications and assigned ranges incorporated into section I of the 
Pay Plan adopted by Ord. No. 2018-319 on Jan. 14, 2019, for the purpose of revising the 
wording of certain classification titles and changing the pay ranges of certain classification titles, 
and to amend section III(B)(6) of the Pay Plan to revise the classification and assigned ranges 
for persons occupying unclassified positions in the courts for whom compensation is not fixed 
directly or indirectly by statute adopted by the General Assembly of Virginia. 
 
Patron: Mayor Stoney 
 
This ordinance was introduced and referred to the Organizational Development Standing 
Committee meeting on Monday, May 4, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
City Council will hold a public hearing on the following ordinances and resolution on Tuesday, 
May 26, 2020, at 6:00 p.m.: 
 
ORD. 2020-103 
To rezone certain properties in the areas surrounding the Science Museum of Virginia, Allison 
Street, and the Virginia Commonwealth University and the Virginia Union University Broad Street 
Bus Rapid Transit station areas. 
 
Patron: Mayor Stoney 
 
This ordinance was introduced and referred to the Planning Commission meeting on Monday, 
May 18, 2020, at 1:30 p.m. 
 
ORD. 2020-104 
To amend the official zoning map for the purpose of designating certain street blocks as “priority 
streets” and certain street blocks as “street-oriented commercial streets” in the areas surrounding 
the Science Museum of Virginia, Allison Street, and the Virginia Commonwealth University and 
the Virginia Union University Broad Street Bus Rapid Transit station areas. 
 
Patron: Mayor Stoney 
 
This ordinance was introduced and referred to the Planning Commission meeting on Monday, 
May 18, 2020, at 1:30 p.m. 
 























From: Janet Woody [mailto:hooyajanet@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 4:37 PM
To: Larson, Kristen N. - City Council <Kristen.Larson@richmondgov.com>
Subject: Richmond Public Library funding

hello Kristen, yesterday at our Library Board of Trustees meeting we learned about 
likely budget cuts.

It's a terrible time that will hurt the city's budget for a long time.  We appreciate the 
Council's support of libraries and understand that tough decisions will need to be 
made.

We ask that Council keep in mind that reduced library hours impact all citizens, but 
especially young people who need access to the internet from libraries, and to the 
book collections.  Libraries are essential for job seekers without computers and 
internet at home.  Social services are a growing part of basic library services.

Please let us know if we can help share the importance of RPL to all of Richmond, 
and please know how much we appreciate all that city government does for its 
libraries.

Sincerely, 
Janet Woody



From: andeskeith@gmail.com
To: City Clerk"s Office
Cc: Carter, Melvin D. - Fire; Mike Oprandi; Bill Pantele; Brad Nixon
Subject: 2021 Budget Public Hearing
Date: Friday, April 24, 2020 8:48:10 AM

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

﻿Good morning Candice, I hope you and your Family are holding up well under these extreme 
circumstances!! Richmond Firefighters Association would like to request distribution of the 
following letter to City Council for the April 27th 2021 Budget Public Hearing in lieu of 
speaking through audio or video means. Thanks for all you & the dedicated City Clerk’s staff 
do for all of us, stay safe!! My best, Keith

Keith Andes, President Richmond Firefighters Association, IAFF Local 995
andeskeith@gmail.com

Honorable Councilmembers, what a difference six weeks make!! On Friday March 6th, Mayor 
Stoney addressed City Council on his 2021 Budget proposal that included funding for police/
fire step increases, unfreezing/funding the Career Development Program & increasing starting 
salaries. Welcomed news by the rank & file of public safety!! Sadly, our world has changed 
not only medically, but economically as well. Federal, state & local governments, along with 
household budgets have been hit hard, no one could have predicted this, but it is what it is, 
unfortunately. Tough decisions will be made by this government body, and as always you will 
do your best to make sure the financial health of the City remains a priority, but we also ask to 
keep the health & safety of Richmond’s Public Safety employees as a component of your 
decision making as well. I could include in this letter all the risks that my fire service Brothers 
& Sisters are subjecting themselves and their families to during this crisis, but I’m sure you 
are aware of them. Firefighters are also exposed daily to cancer causing carcinogens and 
unknown elements that, statistically proven, cut years from their life, unfortunately the Covid-
19 virus just adds to that list. 

        Over the last year, our members have been heavily involved in the 
communities we serve by volunteering to assist areas of need. Through our “Operation Warm 
Program” Firefighters & Police Officers came together, with help of generous donations from 
corporate & private donations in raising over $20,000 to purchase 1000+ new coats for kids in 
three RVA schools. Every child enrolled at those schools received a fitted coat that will keep 
them warm on cold winter days. The “Thank You’s” and smiling faces that came from the 
placement of a new coat on these young people, warmed the souls of all who participated. 
Local 995 also continued its annual participation in providing free popcorn to attendees for the 
Recreation & Parks “Movies in the Park” summer program. Lastly, we filled a “need request” 
for a citizen to have a ramp in place so that it would make her journey to the dialysis center a 
little easier to navigate. These listed efforts above are not looking for “pats on the back”, but 
to show we truly care about the citizens we serve. 

Firefighters & Police Officers are cognizant to the fact the City faces tough 
budget shortfalls. We respectfully ask that in your upcoming budget discussions, please look 
at keeping as a priority, the police/fire step plan increase. We appreciate all the support you



show public safety. Richmond Professional Firefighters, IAFF Local 995 & the Richmond
Coalition of Police will continue to answer the call with the dedication & professionalism
displayed each & every day, no matter the crisis, it’s that concerted effort that will bring us
back to where we were on March 6th, sooner then later!! We ask you to keep all our first
responders in your thoughts & prayers, also please continue to keep your Family & yourselves
safe!! We thank each of you for all you do!! My best, Keith

Keith Andes, President Richmond Firefighters Assoc., IAFF Local 995
andeskeith@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone



From: Fred Plaisted
To: City Clerk"s Office
Cc: jkamras@rvaschools.net
Subject: FY 21 Budget
Date: Friday, April 24, 2020 4:43:09 PM

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon,

 I am a 2nd District resident with a daughter at Albert Hill Middle School. I can't express how 
grateful I am for the incredible work RPS has been doing throughout this pandemic. I am also 
grateful for City Council's leadership as we navigate these uncertain times.

 I was extremely disappointed to hear Virginia's House of Delegates voted 91-1 to cut the 
State budget for school guidance counselors. I have written Del. Jeff Bourne to express my 
concern over his vote on this important matter. 

 I clearly understand hard decisions face City Council with regarding budget decisions but 
respectfully request that cuts to RBS's budget be limited as much as humanly possible. Their 
work has been a shining light to our community and children RPS serves are facing life-
changing situations. 

 Thank you for all you do and for taking time to hear my request. God bless.

Fred Plaisted



Dear Members of the Richmond City Council, 

The Partnership for Smarter Growth (PSG) recognizes that you face difficult budgetary
choices in light of the fiscal contraction resulting from the COVID-19 outbreak. However, we
stand with other members of the Richmond community in asking that you carefully consider
the priorities of our community as you review the Mayor’s proposed FY2021 budget for the
City.  

In particular, we would like to emphasize two priorities: transit and affordable housing.

While transit ridership in Richmond has fallen during the current state of emergency, ridership
has dropped far less than it has in many other cities. This illustrates just how important
maintaining our transit system is, not only for those deemed essential workers who must still
commute to their jobs, but for all of us who rely on the grocery stores, pharmacies, and supply
chains that would cease to function without these workers. The recent transit improvements
the City and GRTC have made have proven to be very successful, and we need to build on
that success to create a safer, more equitable, and more accessible city -- and to drive post-
pandemic economic recovery.

In addition, even before the onset of the pandemic and ensuing stay-at-home orders,
Richmond faced a shortage of affordable housing. Unfortunately, the circumstances we now
face have exacerbated this problem, and the number of evictions is on track to rapidly
increase in the coming months, creating untenable levels of suffering in our community. 

To help address these issues, we ask that you support the following provisions in for the FY21
budget:

· Maintain GRTC funding at 100% of current levels.
· Allocate $2.9 million to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund (as the Mayor has
proposed). In addition, pass a resolution stating that as an additional $600,000
becomes available in 2021, such funds will be allocated to the Affordable Housing Trust
Fund (as was originally proposed).
· Staff the Department of Housing & Community Development for purposes of
administering the Affordable Housing Trust Fund.
· Allocate what was originally proposed for the Eviction Diversion Program
($686,000).

These steps will help Richmond retain its position as a leader within Virginia, as well as
throughout the nation, while helping to protect our friends and neighbors and enhancing our
future. PSG, along with many other members of our community, urge you to support these

From: Sebastian Shetty
To: City Clerk"s Office
Subject: Comments for City Council Meeting 4/27/20
Date: Sunday, April 26, 2020 11:43:51 PM

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize
the sender's address and know the content is safe.



steps. 

  








From: Justin Doyle
To: Reid, Candice D. - Clerk"s Office
Subject: Re: Public Comment for City Council Public Hearing
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020 10:03:18 AM

Dear Ms. Reid,

I am writing to you as a resident of the City of Richmond and an employee of the James River 
Association to express my support for projects funded in the City of Richmond, Virginia 
Proposed Capital Improvement Plan for Fiscal Years 2021 - 2025. The James River is the 
lifeblood of Richmond, providing residents with a source of drinking water and opportunities 
for recreation. The proposed Capital Improvement Plan funds projects that will contribute to a 
healthier James River for all Richmonders to enjoy. The proposed Capital Improvement Plan 
includes:

$49,502,000 for Combined Sewer Overflows
$11,976,000 for Stormwater Facilities Improvements
$7,681,500 for Wastewater Treatment

I urge Richmond's City Council to maintain funding proposed for Stormwater Facilities
Improvements, Wastewater Treatment, and Combined Sewer Overflows in the Capital
Improvement Plan. Combined sewer overflows of untreated wastewater and stormwater into
the James River and its tributaries typically occur when the capacity of Richmond's combined
sewer system is overwhelmed during heavy rainfall. Senate Bill 1064, passed by the General
Assembly this year, establishes a timeline for improving Richmond's combined sewer system
by July 1, 2035, and this critical funding puts Richmond on the right track to meet the July 1,
2035 deadline.

The proposed Capital Improvement Plan does not include funding to advance implementation
of the Richmond Riverfront Plan or the recently adopted James River Park System Master
Plan. Both plans include recommendations to make the James River and public spaces on its
banks more accessible to Richmonders. Planned projects like a new park at East Riverfront
(Lehigh) and the Missing Link project need funding to support design and construction. I
encourage City Council to fund implementation of the Richmond Riverfront Plan and James
River Park System Master Plan by introducing a budget amendment.

If you or any councilmembers have any questions regarding my support of funding for capital
projects or a budget amendment supporting implementation of the Richmond Riverfront Plan
and James River Park System Master Plan, I can be reached at (804) 572-4667.



Sincerely,

Justin Doyle



From: Scott Burger
To: City Clerk"s Office
Subject: Public Comment for City Council Meeting Tonight
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020 9:48:23 AM

Council members,

I would like to remind you all of your passed resolution to eliminate the PILOT fee that exists in household water 
bills.

I would also ask that you all look at the high minimum residential water rates, the regressive rate structure overall, 
and the unbelievably bad water contracts with the surrounding counties.

The current pandemic emergency presents an opportunity to truly reform the City of Richmond’s water utility, 
which is supposed to serve its true owners, the citizens of Richmond. RESTRUCTURE for conservation and 
resilience!

Sincerely,
Scott Burger
Richmond, VA



From: Jameson Brunkow
To: City Clerk"s Office
Subject: City Council Hearing Public Comment
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020 9:59:37 AM

Good morning Ms. Reid,

I am writing to urge your support for projects funded in Richmond's Proposed 2021-2025
Capital Improvement Plan. I am a local resident of the City of Richmond and an employee at
the James River Association. 

The James River is the centerpiece for our City. It's a gathering place for Richmonders to
connect with nature and it's an essential source of drinking water and driver of eco-tourism. A
healthy James River supports a healthy community and that's why it's so important to continue
investment in water quality and recreation focused projects in the City.  I ask that Richmond's
City Council maintain funding proposed for Stormwater Facilities Improvements
($11,976,000), Wastewater Treatment ($7,681,500), and Combined Sewer Overflows (
$49,502,000 ) in the Capital Improvement Plan.

This year the general Assembly passed legislation, Senate Bill 1064, which establishes a 
timeline for improving Richmond's combined sewer system by July 1, 2035. Richmond's 
proposed investment to address Combined Sewer Overflows is essential to keep the city on 
track to meet this July 1, 2035 deadline and reduce the frequency of untreated wastewater and 
stormwater into the James River.  As Congress considers moving forward with a stimulus bill 
that invests in infrastructure, these projects to improve water quality and
stormwater/wastewater infrastructure could be an important leverage opportunity for 
Richmond to secure additional federal funding. 

Lastly, I encourage the City Council to continue to fund the implementation of the Richmond 
Riverfront plan and the James River Park System Master Plan. Collectively, these plans will 
be our guide for making the James River and our parks more accessible to Richmonders. 
Access to parks and greenspaces are especially important now, as citizens look for ways to 
safely access nature while practicing safe social distancing. I urge City Council to consider a 
budget amendment that would assist with funding implementation of these critical plans. 

Best,

Jamie Brunkow




