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The owners are interested in making the interior of the property more accessible both visually 
and physically, to the public, without compromising historic integrity or the enclosure for 
security purposes of the grounds. The only current access by those approaching on foot is 
through the vehicle gate or directly into the chapel.  The owners are interested in having a 
more inviting general entrance for the neighborhood and others approaching on foot, reaching 
the main entry directly along the cloister rather than walking through the parked cars. As part 
of the repair of the damaged brick wall to the immediate right of the chapel and near the motor 
entrance to the grounds, the owners would like to add a pedestrian gate with a stone 
inscription modelled on the original entry to the convent grounds that was formerly located in 
another part of the wall. The wall and piers would be carefully maintained to either side of the 
new opening. 
 
They are also interested in providing increased awareness of and limited visual access to the 
historic gardens. Using the model of the popular keyhole access to the gardens of the Knights of 
Malta on the Aventine Hill in Rome, they propose to add a similar viewing feature at heights 
appropriate for both adults and children, which would give access to a view on axis with a 
garden path with a sculpture at the far end.   
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Jones, Carey L. - PDR

From: Gibson Worsham <gworsham@glaveandholmes.com>

Sent: Monday, January 6, 2020 8:14 AM

To: Jones, Carey L. - PDR

Subject: RE: Richmond Hill Scope of Work

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the sender's 

address and know the content is safe. 

 

   

Carey- There is a small arched access former service door in the curved area of the wall on the raised area in front of the 

chapel. It is not an obvious, welcoming, or readily accessible door for the public to use. The idea here is to create a 

welcoming entry for pedestrians to access the main entry to the building without coming in the vehicle gate, located at 

the back of the parking area and which is the only public access to the building, except when the chapel door is opened 

during services. It would also be available off-hours when the vehicle gate is closed, by use of an intercom and 

electrically controlled lock.   

 

Gibson                                                                          

 

Glavé & Holmes Architecture 
elevating the human spirit 

 

2101 E Main Street 

Richmond, VA 23223 

(804) 649-9303, (804) 898-5852 cell  

www.glaveandholmes.com 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This E-mail and any attachments are private and are intended only for the use of the addressee, and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. If you 

are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that the use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this E-mail and/or the attachments is strictly prohibited. 

 

From: Jones, Carey L. - PDR [mailto:Carey.Jones@richmondgov.com]  

Sent: Friday, January 03, 2020 4:44 PM 

To: Gibson Worsham <gworsham@glaveandholmes.com> 

Subject: RE: Richmond Hill Scope of Work 

 

Gibson – 

Thank you for dropping off the additional information this afternoon.  Staff has started a preliminary review of this 

application and we are wondering why the new gate is necessary when there is a door nearby.  The plans indicate the 

door is going to be secured.  Is there the possibility of using this door instead of a new gate? 

  

Thanks, 

Carey  

  

From: Jones, Carey L. - PDR  

Sent: Friday, January 3, 2020 10:36 AM 

To: 'Gibson Worsham' 

Subject: RE: Richmond Hill Scope of Work 

  

Gibson – 
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