Richmond VA Declaration of Climate and Ecological Emergency

Whereas: The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)’s 2018 report on Global
Warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius states that if global temperatures rise above 1.5 C relative to
pre-industrial levels we face the flooding of major coastal cities, the breakdown of agricultural
systems, mass migration, and catastrophic extreme weather events that pose existential threats to
human society,' and,

Whereas: The same report confirms that to have any chance of remaining below 1.5 degrees of
warming above pre-industrial levels we, “would need to achieve net zero CO2 emissions in less
than 15 years,” ' and

Whereas: The same report specifies, that even achieving net-zero emissions globally by 2035
could only succeed in restraining global warming under 1.5C “if the actual geophysical response
ends up being towards the low end of the currently estimated uncertainty range,” ! and
Whereas: Richmond’s RVA Green Plan of reducing emissions 80% by 2050 falls far behind the
net-zero deadline of 2035 spelled out in the IPCC report, and

Whereas: Richmond’s RVA Green Plan of reducing emissions 80% by 2050 falls below even
Govemor Northam’s inadequate commitment to 100% renewable energy statewide by 2050, and
the Democratic Party of Virginia’s inadequate commitment to net-zero emissions by 2050 ?,and
Whereas: On 9/21, 2019 in accordance with the IPCC’s report, the Arlington County Board in
Virginia unanimously voted to to commit to achieving “100% clean, renewable electricity
community-wide by 2035; and 100% clean, renewable electricity for government operations by
2025.” *and,

Whereas: a 2019 report by the UN Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) asserts that human activity is pushing over 1 million species to
extinction, and that “the loss of species and habitats poses as much a danger to life on Earth as
climate change does,” ** and,

Whereas: It is necessary that governments at all levels tell the truth about the global climate
emergency, and act accordingly, and

Whereas: Over 1000 local governments in 19 countries representing over 266 million people
have already declared a state of Climate Emergency, including New York City, Austin, Boulder,
San Francisco, and 42 US localities, as well as Ireland, the UK, and France,®

Therefore: We, the members of Extinction Rebellion Richmond declare a state of Climate and
Ecological Emergency in the city of Richmond, Virginia and ask the Mayor and Richmond City
Council to immediately follow suit.
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