




Alli Alligood and Stewart Schwartz 
2711 East Broad Street 

Richmond, Virginia 23223 
 

 

May 13, 2019 
  
Commission of Architectural Review 
900 E. Broad Street, Room 510 
Richmond, VA 23219 
  
Dear Chair Klaus and members of the Commission: 
  
We are submitting this application for a new tool shed at 2711 East Broad Street. For your 
reference, we have a prior approval from you for an ADU (COA-044893-2018)  which will be 
built on the other side of the rear lot from this proposed tool shed. 
 
RESIDENTIAL OUTBUILDINGS (PG 51, #s 1-3)  
1.     Outbuildings, including garages, sheds, gazebos and other auxiliary structures, should be 
compatible with the design of the primary building on the site, including roof slope and materials 
selection. 
2.     Newly constructed outbuildings such as detached garages or tool sheds should respect the 
siting, massing, roof profiles, materials and colors of existing outbuildings in the neighborhood.  
3.     New outbuildings should be smaller than the main residence and be located to the rear 
and/or side of the property to emphasize that they are secondary structures. 
 
Description: The proposed toolshed is a one-story, 9-feet by 15-feet, rectangular wooden frame 
structure with a shed roof. The toolshed will face east onto our property with its back side along 
the fenceline at our western boundary, and will sit 20 feet in from the rear alley. The location is 
about 48 feet from the rear wall of our main house, and 120 feet from the front property line. 
  
The toolshed will be built with 2 x 4 frame construction, sheathed in plywood and clad in 
hardiplank siding. It will be 9 feet tall on the fence line and 7.5 feet on the east side.  
We plan to install a simple green roof with low-growing succulents, etc.  
  
Two large, hinged, four-panel wooden doors will be centered on the east side of the shed. It will 
have two simple windows on that elevation, one on either side of the doors. And one window on 
the side facing the alley (south) and another toward the north to our yard.  We are also proposing 
a row of clerestory windows on the western side. 
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FORM (PG 46, #1) 
1.    New construction should use a building form compatible with that found elsewhere in the 
historic district. Building form refers to the specific combination of massing, size, symmetry, 
proportions, projections and roof shapes that lend identity to a building. Form is greatly 
influenced by the architectural style of a given structure.  
 
Description:Numerous wood outbuildings and sheds can be found throughout the St John’s 
Church Old and Historic District, with a mix of shed, flat, and gable roof variants. All are 
rectangular in shape. A number of these are the simple mass production gable roof sheds. In 
contrast this built-on-site tool shed with have a higher quality of construction, materials, and 
detail. Doors and windows will be symmetrical. The shed roof has been selected to minimize the 
height and to help the building fade more into the back corner of the lot. The green roof is being 
considered to help with runoff, to moderate the temperature in the structure, and help it blend 
into the landscape. 
 
HEIGHT, WIDTH, PROPORTION & MASSING (PG 47, #s 1 & 3) 
1.    New residential construction should respect the typical height of surrounding residential 
buildings. 
 
Description: The tool shed will be from 9 feet in height on the west side down to 7.5 feet in 
height on the east side, which is well below any structure current or planned on the lot. It will be 
subservient to the proposed ADU (20 feet tall), the adjacent carriage house at 2709 East Broad 
Street (20 feet tall), and the rear of the main home (23 feet 11 inches tall). It will be lower in 
height than many of the gable roofed mass production sheds in the neighborhood. 
 
MATERIALS & COLORS (PG 47, #s 2 & 3) 
2.    Materials used in new residential construction should be visually compatible with original 
materials used throughout the district.  
 
Description: The toolshed will have smooth hardiplank, horizontal lapped siding on the north, 
east and south sides.  It will have vertical boards on the west side at the request of our neighbors, 
to match the vertical orientation of the fence. Doors will be four-panel and wooden.  
 
3.    Paint colors for new additions should complement the historically appropriate colors used 
on the primary structure. Paint colors used should be similar to the historically appropriate 
colors already found in the district (see Painting Section starting on page 60).  
 
Description: The overall color for the building will be a gray-green to be chosen later. 
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Windows and Doors (PG 49, #3) 
3. The size, proportion, and spacing patterns of doors and window openings on free standing, 
new construction should be compatible with patterns established within the district.  
 
Description: Doors will be wooden, four-panel, 3 feet by 6 feet.  Windows will be 2 feet 4 inch 
wide by 2 feet 6 inch tall with divided lights and simple trim. A row of connected clerestory 
windows will cover nearly the full horizontal length of the west wall (14 ft 6 in) and be 15 inches 
tall. 
  
Fences and Walls (PG 51, #s 1-3) 
1. Fence, wall, and gate designs should respect the scale of the historic structures they surround, 
as well as the character of nearby fences, walls, and gates.  
2. Fence, wall, or gate materials should relate to building materials commonly found in the 
neighborhood.  
3. Privacy fences along the side and rear of a property should be constructed of wood of an 
appropriate design. Privacy fences are not appropriate in front of a historic building.  
 
Description: We will be retaining the existing fence which surrounds the yard.  The only 
changes are: 
 

1. On the south end, the tool shed will replace the fence  
2. We will lower the fence height between the two buildings to 4 feet 6 inches with the gate 

in the center. 
3. On the west side we will make the shed itself part of the fence. (The tool shed and fence 

are still within our property.) 
 
We have the support and permission from our neighbors for this last part, and for the inclusion of 
the row of clerestory windows as drawn. Their letter of support is included in this application 
packet. 
 
Please contact us at 703-869-6437 if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider our application.  
  
 
Sincerely, 
  
  
  



 
 
May 18, 2019 
  
Commission of Architectural Review 
900 E. Broad Street, Room 510 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
Re: Proposed tool shed at 2711 East Broad Street 
 
Dear Chair Klaus and members of the commission: 
 
We are the owners of 2707 East Broad Street and the immediate neighbors to the west of 2711 East 
Broad Street, owned by Alli Alligood and Stewart Schwartz. We are writing in support of their 
application to build a tool shed at our shared property line. 
 
We worked on the design with Alli and Stewart, and support and prefer the siting of the shed at the 
property line such that the fence connects to each end, but does not run behind the tool shed. We 
suggested and support the vertical alignment of the boards on the western side of the building so that it 
shares the vertical alignment of the fence boards. 
 
We also support the clerestory windows proposed for the western side, as well as the 9 foot height for 
the building. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Heather Holub Kelley Banks 

kbanks
Typewritten Text
Heather N Holub
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