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To declare a public necessity to amend the City’s zoning ordinance and to initiate an amendment 

to the City’s zoning ordinance to require that certificates of zoning compliance and letters of 

zoning confirmation be reviewed by the City Attorney prior to issuance. 
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THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

WHEREAS, section 15.2-2286 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, provides that 

a zoning ordinance may include, among other things, reasonable regulations and provisions for the 

amendment of regulations or district maps from time to time; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with section 15.2-2286 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as 

amended, such amendment may be initiated by resolution of the governing body, provided that 

any such resolution by the governing body proposing an amendment to the regulations or district 

maps shall state the public purposes therefor; and 
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WHEREAS, the City’s zoning ordinance, codified as Chapter 30 of the Code of the City 

of Richmond (2015), as amended, currently provides for the issuance of certificates of zoning 

compliance and letters of zoning compliance by the Zoning Administrator; and 

WHEREAS, the Council believes that it is in the best interests of the residents of the City 

of Richmond that the City amend its zoning ordinance, codified as Chapter 30 of the Code of the 

City of Richmond (2015), as amended, to require that certificates of zoning compliance and letters 

of zoning confirmation be reviewed by the City Attorney prior to issuance;  

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: 

 That the City Council hereby declares that the public necessity, convenience, general 

welfare and good zoning practices of the City require the initiation of an amendment of the zoning 

ordinance set forth in Chapter 30 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015), as amended, to 

modify section 30-1020.3 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015), as amended, as follows: 

Sec. 30-1020.3.  Issuance. 

No certificate of zoning compliance shall be issued by the Zoning 

Administrator unless the Zoning Administrator is satisfied, after inspection of the 

building, structure or premises involved, that all applicable sections of this chapter 

are met. No certificate of zoning compliance or letter of zoning confirmation 

involving an issue, question, or factual circumstance never before decided or 

considered by the Zoning Administrator shall be issued by the Zoning 

Administrator until the Office of the City Attorney has reviewed such certificate of 

zoning compliance or letter of zoning confirmation, together with such other 

information available to the Zoning Administrator as the Office of the City 
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Attorney may deem necessary.  The Zoning Administrator shall maintain written 

evidence that the Office of the City Attorney has reviewed a certificate of zoning 

compliance or a letter of zoning confirmation in the file for that certificate of zoning 

compliance or letter of zoning confirmation. 

 

 






