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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
2304 & 2306 Venable Street
Richmond, Virginia  23223

for the Commission of Architectural Review

General
The above properties are attached houses in the Union Hill Historic District.  They appear on the 
1905 Sanborn Map with their current footprint.  Prior to their purchase, the properties were 
abandoned and had fallen into severe disrepair to the point of major interior structural collapse.  
The Owner had the property stabilized to prevent complete loss.   The interior of 2306 is intact 
enough that the project has been submitted for State and Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits 
through the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Historic Resources.  Little to none of the 
interior remains in 2304, and the Owner proposes to develop it as a duplex, maintaining the front 
facade as shown in the drawings.

Existing Conditions
The current condition of the structure is extremely poor for its age.  The exterior brick shell was 
recently stabilized, and during this process much of the remaining exterior trim on the front 
facade was removed, including the front porches.  Originally, a rear double porch existed against 
the house at the “L” but it is in complete disrepair at 2306 and nothing remains of it at 2304.  The 
existing brick that is unpainted is proposed to remain unpainted.  (See the Existing Conditions 
photographs.)
 
Proposed Work
Front Porch & Facade – The front porch will be rebuilt using detailing seen on the porch prior to
the structure's stabilization.  The porch roof is proposed to be TPO with the gray side exposed.  
The original front doors remain and will be rehung at 2306.  New, slim double doors of a similar 
but simpler style will be used in 2304. (See the Proposed Front Elevation and page 2 of the 
Existing Conditions photographs.)

Windows – The Owner proposes to install 2-over-2 windows in the front facade which are the 
original window pattern seen in (3) existing front windows.  There are (2) original 6-over-6 
windows at 2306 on the East Side Elevation which will be repaired or replaced in kind as 
required, and the new windows in existing masonry openings will be 6-over-6 SDLs per DHR's 
requirements.  The remainder of the windows are proposed to be 1-over-1 as there are no known 
photos of the house in its original condition.  All windows remain in the existing masonry 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION, continued
2304 & 2306 Venable Street
Richmond, Virginia  23223

Windows, cont.–
openings, except at the enclosed rear porch.  Where new windows are replacing doors in original 
masonry openings, brick recessed 1” will infill the opening below the window sill.

Rear Porch – A wood frame addition will be built at the rear of the existing brick structure in the 
footprint of the original back porches and under the original roofline.  The enclosure will employ 
horizontal and vertical trim to cast shadows, mimicking the lines of a porch with windows above 
the “handrail”. Where there are no windows, fiber-cement panels will enclose the remainder of 
the addition.  Because the remnants of the existing rear porch are in complete disrepair with no 
historic fabric; because the proposed enclosure maintains the footprint and roofline of the original
porch; and because the work occurs on a secondary elevation, we feel that the proposed changes 
are in keeping with the Old and Historic Districts Design Review Guidelines.

Rear Stair – As shown on the elevations, the grade falls steeply toward the north (back of the 
structure).  A pressure-treated, stained rear stair at 2304 and 2306 is proposed to reach grade.  The
handrails, guardrails and pickets will be the same material and finish.  The stair at 2304 extends 
to the 2nd floor to accommodate the 2nd level of the duplex.

Please refer to the attached Proposed Plans and Elevations in reference to the descriptions above. 
Window, door, and siding cut sheets are included with this submittal to show the general intent 
for the materials to be used in construction.  If the specific product or manufacturer is not used, a 
product with similar or equal properties will be substituted.  Where applicable, the Owner plans 
to choose paint colors from the palette in the Old and Historic District Handbook for 
administrative approval.  

Thank you for taking the time to review this project.  Please do not hesitate to call with any 
questions.

Sincerely,

Dana G. Moore, R.A.
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PROPOSED SIDE (WEST) ELEVATION

2304 VENABLE ST.
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CLG JOISTS

PROPOSED REAR (NORTH) ELEVATION 

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"

2nd FLR JOISTS

1st FLR JOISTS

2304 & 2306 VENABLE ST. 

NEW FRAME INFILL @ FORMER
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TRANSOM ABOVE
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STAIR/STRUCTURE SHOWN
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SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"

PROPOSED FRONT (SOUTH) ELEVATION

2304 & 2306 VENABLE ST. 
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SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"

EXISTING SIDE (EAST) ELEVATION

2306 VENABLE ST.
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BRICK INFILL RECESSED 1"
W/ BRICK ROWLOCK SILL
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Wood Exterior Door – Jeld-Wen Model 5201 (or equal)



Jeld-Wen Model 5201 Construction Details



Jeld -Wen Wood Double Hung Windows W-2500 (or equal)

Windows to be ordered without exterior cladding



Jeld -Wen Wood Double Hung Windows W-2500 (or equal) p.2



Exterior Siding – HardiePanel by James Hardie (or equal)

(Siding paint color and trim color to be chosen from the palette found in the 
Old and Historic District Handbook and approved administratively if possible)
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