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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION & PROPOSED USE
The project at 401 N. Allen Avenue involves site improvements to both the front and rear yards to better serve 
the family’s desired use.  The project will provide better utilization of the backyard, including new outdoor spaces 
for eating, working, relaxing and entertaining.  The existing accessory structure will be converted into a garden 
pavilion for year-round use.  The accessory structure will not have a bathroom and will not be a dwelling unit.    

PRIOR ALTERATIONS OR ADDITIONS
• A brick addition was incorporated into the northeast corner of the existing house at an unknown date.
• A submission was made to CAR for improvements to the main house, dated August 15, 2018.

CURRENT CONDITIONS & ORIGINALITY OF MATERIALS
Front Yard:  
The brick porch and bluestone pavers have deteriorated and are in need of repair.  It is believed that the front 
stoop, porch, railings and stone paving are not original to the house (see photos page 3).  
  
Rear Yard:  
The rear yard has deteriorated and is in need of an overall renovation to meet the needs of the homeowners for 
useable outdoor space.  It is believed that the following are not original to the house:  wood gates, back door 
and storm door, back steps and stone paving.  It is believed that the following are original to the house:  internal 
brick wall and the accessory structure.

PROPOSED ALTERATIONS
Front Yard:
• Front Stoop & Steps:  Porch roof railing is to be removed.  Porch roof and columns are to remain.  Brick stoop 

and steps are to be replaced with bluestone masonry veneer and solid bluestone steps.  
• Front Walkway:  Bluestone pavers are to be replaced with bluestone pavers in new configuration.    
• Handrail:  Handrail is to be steel with blued finish.

Rear Yard:
• Rear Wood Gates:  Existing gates are to be replaced with redwood vertical palings (no space between boards) 

with Dark Slate semi-solid stain.  
• Chimney:  New fireplace, chimney and seat wall are to be constructed of board-form concrete.  Proposed 

chimney height is 9’-6”.

• Bike Storage:  New accessory structure to be constructed of wood framing with redwood vertical board 
cladding to match new gates.  Roof to be flat, extensive green roof system.  Proposed structure height is 7’-
6”.

• Back Door:  Existing back door and transom is to be replaced with steel door and transom. 
• Accessory Structure Roof & Skylight:  Existing membrane roof is to be replaced with metal roof and metal-

clad skylight.
• Accessory Structure Window/Door:  Two existing openings (door + window) is to be combined into a single 

large doorway.  An aluminum, thermally controlled folding door system is to be installed in this location.  
• Internal Brick Wall:  The internal brick wall, separating the accessory structure service area from the backyard, 

has been structurally compromised by a large tree (see photos page 3).  Due to the structural failure, the site 
wall is to be removed.  All exterior walls visible from the public right-of-way are to remain.  

• Back Steps:  Existing wood steps are to be replaced with concrete and stone steps and steel handrail.  
• Back Yard Pavers:  Existing stone pavers are to be removed and replaced with stone pavers.
• Art Installation:  A large painting on wood has been mounted on a wood frame on the east facade of the 

main house.  The painting has been removed for repair, but it is requested that the painting be reinstalled.  
It is located between two windows on the existing blank brick facade and conceals the existing downspouts.  
Its installation allows for ease of removal in the future.    

PROPOSED NEW MATERIALS
• Bluestone pavers, solid bluestone steps and bluestone masonry-unit veneer. See page 6.
• Steel handrails.  Blued finish.  See page 6.
• Redwood Gates.  Cabot Dark Slate semi-solid stain.  See page 9.
• Steel Door & Transom.  Dark Bronze finish.  Manufacturer:  Portella or approved equal.  See page 10.
• Aluminum Thermally Controlled Folding Door.  Clear Anodized.  Manufacturer:  LaCantina or approved 

equal.  See page 11.
• Board-form concrete fireplace, steps and seatwalls.  See page 9.  
• American Hornbeam elevated hedge.  See page 9.
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1 - FRONT OF HOUSE 2 - FRONT PORCH 3 -  FRONT STEPS 4 - FRONT STEPS

5 - VIEW EAST ALONG PARK AVENUE 6 - VIEW OF BACK YARD 7 - VIEW OF BACK YARD 8 - VIEW OF BACK YARD

9 - WEST FACADE OF ACCESSORY STRUCTURE 10 - INTERIOR BRICK WALL / GATE 11 - BACK DOOR & STEPS 12 - VIEW WEST ALONG PARK AVENUE

EXISTING CONDITIONS
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BACKYARD IMPROVEMENTS

1 - BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF BACK YARD 2 - VIEW OF PROPOSED GATES IN EXISTING MASONRY OPENING

3 - VIEW LOOKING EAST ON PARK AVENUE 4 - VIEW LOOKING WEST OF PARK AVENUE
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