
AYES: 8 NOES: 0 ABSTAIN: 1 

ADOPTED:      FEB 11 2019  REJECTED: STRICKEN: 

INTRODUCED: September 10, 2018 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2018-228 

To rename the Boulevard from its northerly terminus at its intersection with Brookland Parkway 
and Westwood Avenue to its southerly terminus at Byrd Park as “Arthur Ashe Boulevard.” 

Patrons – Ms. Gray, Mayor Stoney, Vice President Hilbert, Mr. Jones, President Newbille and 
Ms. Robertson 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING: SEPT 24 2018 AT 6 P.M. 

WHEREAS, the City Council has from time to time found it appropriate to name or rename 

City-owned streets and facilities for historic and honorific reasons; and 

WHEREAS, naming streets after historic individuals is a noted way to commemorate the 

lives and contributions of certain individuals; and 

WHEREAS, Arthur Robert Ashe, Jr., a native son of Richmond, was best known as a tennis 

champion who was the first African-American tennis player selected for the United States Davis 

Cup team; was the only African-American man ever to win the singles titles at Wimbledon, the 

United States Open, and the Australian Open; and achieved a ranking as the number one male 
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tennis player in the world, winning numerous major tennis titles before retiring from professional 

tennis in 1980; and 

WHEREAS, after the completion of his professional tennis career, Arthur Robert Ashe, Jr., 

became a writer, a commentator, and an advocate for civil rights issues; actively protested against 

apartheid in South Africa; led the United States Davis Cup team for several years; and authored 

the three-volume treatise on African-Americans in sports entitled “A Hard Road to Glory: A 

History of the African-American Athlete;” and 

WHEREAS, sections 8-7 through 8-10 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015), as 

amended, generally prescribe a process for the renaming of City facilities, including streets such 

as the Boulevard; and 

WHEREAS, the Council believes that it is in the best interests of the citizens of the City 

of Richmond that the Boulevard from its northerly terminus at its intersection with Brookland 

Parkway and Westwood Avenue to its southerly terminus at Byrd Park be renamed as “Arthur 

Ashe Boulevard” without the necessity for strict compliance with the requirements set forth in 

sections 8-7 through 8-10 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015), as amended; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That, notwithstanding the provisions of sections 8-7 through 8-10 of the Code of 

the City of Richmond (2015), as amended, or any other law to the contrary, the street located in 

the city of Richmond and known as “the Boulevard” be and is hereby renamed as “Arthur Ashe  

Boulevard.” 

§ 2. That, in order to effectuate the provisions of section 1 of this ordinance, the Chief 

Administrative Officer shall (i) cause the appropriate City agency to prepare and erect signs 
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appropriately marking “Arthur Ashe Boulevard,” (ii) request that all City agencies note such 

renaming in the records maintained by each such agency, and (iii) take all other appropriate actions 

to effectuate the renaming of the Boulevard from its northerly terminus at its intersection with 

Brookland Parkway and Westwood Avenue to its southerly terminus at Byrd Park as “Arthur Ashe 

Boulevard.” 

§ 3. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 








