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BACKGROUND

Original Contact – Email - August 6, 2018

“Set a meeting with Mr. Addison to have the discussion
about placing the Council District funds online and
logistics of posting it in a prominent place and format
for residents to access.”

Meeting - August 23, 2018

Charles Todd met with Mr. Addision, Joyce Davis,
Nicole Williams. Two options discussed:

1. Using web to distribute existing report.

2. Using OpenData portal to publish the data in the
report.
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OPTION 1 – PUBLISHING THE CURRENT FILES

▪ Current report samples provided by Council staff to 

DIT on September 6.

▪ These are Excel files: one per district.

▪ Publishing these could be accomplished by placing 

into the Richmondgov site either as Excel files or 

PDF files.

▪ DIT Effort: minimal. 

▪ Ongoing process: Council staff submits files to DIT 

each time posting of new or replacement files is 

needed. (Self-load in new Richmond Web Site)
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OPTION 2 – PUBLISHING THE DATA VIA OPENDATA PORTAL

We analyzed the Excel files and identified 11 data columns

1. Date to Finance

2. Invoice Number

3. Organization

4. Justification

5. Funding Request Date

6. Debit

7. Credit

8. Net (= Credit – Debit)

9. Council District

10. Fiscal Year

11. Period
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OPTION 2 (CONTINUED)

▪ DIT Effort: minimal. 

After DIT sets up the initial data load, it becomes 

self-service.

▪ Ongoing Process: 

1. Council staff updates data file (monthly?).

2. Council then uses Socrata import function to import the 

new/revised data.
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KEY ITEM!

▪ The goal of Open Data is to make data available in 

machine readable format. 

This allows the public to access the data to perform 

their own analysis, queries, reports, etc.

▪ Our cloud software (Socrata) also allows users to 

perform some visualizations without downloading or 

extracting the data.
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SOCRATA: BASIC VIEW OF DATA

7



SOCRATA: FILTER TOOL
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Users can filter the data. In this case, we’ve chosen to filter on District 2.



SOCRATA: SHARED VIEWS
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Users can save their preferred filters for others to use.



SOCRATA: ROLL UP AND GROUPING TOOL
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Users can perform grouping and roll ups. 
In this example, we’ve grouped by (a) Fiscal Year then (b) District



SOCRATA: CHARTS
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SOCRATA: EXPORTS
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SOCRATA:  EXCEL DATA LINKS

▪ Socrata can be accessed via Excel.

▪ For my example, I used link of 
https://data.richmondgov.com/api/odata/v4/5y7q-kfkf

▪ The data is dynamic. Whenever you refresh the 

Excel file, you get the latest data from Socrata.
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https://data.richmondgov.com/api/odata/v4/5y7q-kfkf


SOCRATA: EXCEL REPORTS

▪ User can then create Pivot Tables (reports) against 

the data.
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So Council Staff could share 1 Excel File. Simply hit “refresh” and change filter to get report.
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▪ Another report example


