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December II,2017

Mr. Matthew Ebinger

Senior Planner - Land Use Administration
Dept. of Planning & Development Review
900 E. Broad Street, Room 511

Richmond, YA232I9

Brook Road Apartments - 2009 Brook Road and 2011 Northumberland Avenue
SUP Applicant Report

Dear Mr. Ebinger,

On behalf of the Owner of Record, it is my pleasure to file this Applicant Report with the City of
Richmond. We sincerely appreciate the good feedback in the pre-application meetings we held during
October and November and offer this plan as refined during those meetings with you and your staff.

This report accompanies the Special Use Permit application for the proposed development of a224-unit
multi-family residential community to be located at2009 Brook Road and 2011 Northumberland Avenue.
The site contains 4.45 acres and is currently zoned M-l and R-5. Since the site is adjacent to existing
multi-family residential and single-family residential, we feel the application is compatible with the
surrounding area and worthy of a significant investment in our City. It is consistent with the intent of the
City's updated master plan for this area.

The proposed buildings will offer studio apartments as well as one and two bedroom units. Additionally,
the development will provide residents with various amenities to include a swimming pool, fitness center,
clubhouse, dog park, pocket park with open space, resident storage units, bike storage and maintenance
shops, and adequate parking. The project will be constructed with high-quality materials and is designed
to meet the needs of the area and the apparent housing demand.

Currently the site is occupied by a warehouse and associated parking areas, curbing, and sidewalks. It is
surrounded by the U.S. Postal Service to the south, existing apartments, residential homes, and Roberts
Street to the north, Brook Road to the west, and industrial uses to the east. We feel bringing more
residents into a growing neighborhood with responsible development is a greater asset to the overall
neighborhood than the existing M-1 warehouse and its uses.

The proposed development follows the VUU I Chamberlayne Neighborhood Plan which specifies multi-
family residential for the area in the Proposed Land Use Plan. Additionally, the development capitalizes
on the demand for more housing in the area and opportunities to provide varying types of housing as

noted in the Neighborhood Plan. The proposed use in this location will provide an appropriate transition
between VUU, the single-family neighborhoods to the northeast, and the industrial uses to the south.

The proposed multi-family development will increase traffic to the site and raise the parking demand for
the surrounding neighborhoods. In an effort to meet the intent of the Neighborhood Plan, the proposed
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buildings are located adjacent to Brook Road and Roberts Street and the majority of the parking will be
located towards the rear of the buildings. Providing adequate parking within the development will help
mitigate the inundation of cars into the already crowded nearby neighborhood streets.

The proposed development will provide and maintain safe vehicle and pedestrian access. Sidewalks are
proposed around both buildings, adjacent to parking areas, to the dog park and the pocket park, and will
connect to the existing sidewalk along Brook Road with additional connectivity via Roberts Street and
Seminary Avenue. Vehicle access will be provided to the site from Brook Road and Roberts Street. An
entrance is also proposed as an extension of Seminary Avenue and a future easement is shown to provide
future connectivity and access should the City have the opportunity to extend the block through the
current Post Office properly in a redevelopment scenario.

A lighting plan is included with the proposal and will allow safe pedestrian circulation around the site by
creating a safer environment utilizing good lighting practices. Landscaping is also included to provide
aesthetic value to this and the surrounding sites. With the proposed development, the buildings will be set
off Brook Road and Roberts Street to allow additional plantings along the street frontages.

The proposed use of the property complements the surrounding area andrevitalizes a currently vacant
parking area and warehouse. Furthermore, the proposed multi-family community fits with the intended
land use described in the VUU / Chamberlayne Neighborhood Plan and meets the conditions for a Special
Use Permit specified in the City Charter.

Thank you for your consideration of the application. Please contact me at (804) 874-4732 or
should you need any additional information.

M. Waechter, Director of Busi lopment

Loughridge & Company
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