INTRODUCED: May 14, 2018

A RESOLUTION No. 2018-R044

To request that the Chief Administrative Officer cause to be prepared and submitted to the Council
a report making recommendations for an appeals process for civil penalties imposed pursuant to
City Code § 11-105.

Patron — Ms. Larson

Approved as to form and legality
by the City Attorney

PUBLIC HEARING: MAY 29 2018 AT 6 P.M.

WHEREAS, section 11-105 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015), as amended,
makes it unlawful for weeds or any other vegetation 12 inches high or over to exist on any property
within the city of Richmond; and

WHEREAS, subsection (e) of section 11-105 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015),
as amended, prescribes civil penalties for violations of that section; and

WHEREAS, it is the Council’s belief that an appeals process for persons upon whom civil
penalties have been imposed pursuant to subsection (e) of section 11-105 of the Code of the City
of Richmond (2015), as amended, should be implemented to provide such persons with an

opportunity to appeal and contest the validity of such civil penalties; and

AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN:

ADOPTED: REJECTED: STRICKEN:




WHEREAS, the Council believes that recommendations for a process for appealing such
civil penalties will improve the environmental enforcement process for the City; and

WHEREAS, the Council believes that it is in the best interests of the citizens of the City
of Richmond that the Council request that the Chief Administrative Officer cause to be prepared
and submitted to the Council a report that makes recommendations for an appeals process, to the
extent permitted by law, for civil penalties imposed pursuant to subsection (e) of section 11-105
of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015), as amended, for violations of that section;
NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND:

That the Council hereby requests that, within 60 days of the adoption of this resolution, the
Chief Administrative Officer cause to be prepared and submitted to the Council a report that makes
recommendations for an appeals process, to the extent permitted by law, for civil penalties imposed
pursuant to subsection (e) of section 11-105 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015), as

amended, for violations of that section.
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K. Larson Government Operations

ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION SUMMARY

The patron requests that a resolution be drafted requesting that CAQ develop an appeals
process that specifically allows for administrative appeals of civil penalties issued pursuant
to City Code Section 11-105(e).

The resolution should include a request that the CAO report the recommendations to City
Council in 60 days.
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BACKGROUND

Property owners and tenants are frequently issued citations for violations environment codes
with civil penalties. Currently, there is no appeals process in place for the penalties
established in Section 11-105(e). The purpose of this resolution is to consider establishing a
clear process that allows property owners to contest and appeal civil penalties while
protecting the due process rights of property owners and renters.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Fiscal Impact Yes{_] No
Budget Amendment Required Yes[ ] No
Estimated Cost or Revenue Impact $N/A
Note: N/A

Attachment/s Yes[ ] No[ ]
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