
COMMISSION OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
STAFF REPORT 

April 24, 2018, Meeting 
 

4. COA-0333405-2018 (C. Romero) 818 North 25th Street  
  Union Hill Old and Historic District 

 
Project Description: Construct a shed and a pergola in the rear yard.  
 
  
Staff Contact: M. Pitts 

 
Description of Existing Structure: The existing structure is one half of a frame 
double house.  The other half of the home was demolished prior to the 
establishment of the Old and Historic District.  The home was rehabilitated in 
2015 and 2016 to include a side porch enclosure, replacement of the siding, and 
the in-kind repair and replacement of the front porch elements.  At the rear of the 
home there is a wooden privacy fence with an inset area for parking off of the 
alley. 

 
Rear of 818 North 25th Street (April 2018) 

Proposal: The applicant proposes to construct an approximately 22’ by 19’, 
wooden pergola at the rear of the property, adjacent to the alley.  Beneath the 
pergola, the applicant proposes to install a concrete pad.  The pergola will be 
separated from the rear yard with a wooden privacy fence.  The applicant 
proposes to construct an approximately 7’ by 11’, single story shed to be clad in 
fiber cement siding inside the rear yard. The shed will have a sky light and doors 
which will address the rear yard.  



Staff recommends partial approval of the project with conditions.   
Pergola: The Richmond Old and Historic Districts Handbook and Design Review 
Guidelines offer very little guidance about small, freestanding structures such as 
arbors and pergolas.  It does, however, note that auxiliary structures should be 
compatible with the design of the major buildings on the site, and respect the 
siting and massing of existing auxiliary structures in the district (pg. 51, 
Residential Outbuildings 1-4).  Staff has concerns that the scale and location of 
the pergola is not consistent with pergolas found in the district.  Pergolas found in 
the district are typically smaller in scale and sited within rear yards.  The 
proposed pergola is located over the parking area and will function as a carport 
which is not a building form found in the District.  Additionally, the proposed 
pergola is larger than the typical small garden structures found in the 
district.  Staff recommends denial of the proposed pergola as its size and siting 
do not respect the pattern found in the district for pergolas.  
Shed:  The Guidelines note that outbuildings should be compatible with the 
primary building on site, small in scale, located in the rear yard, and compatible 
with other outbuildings in the District (pg. 51, Residential Outbuildings 1-4).  The 
small shed is located in the rear yard and will be minimally visible from the public 
right of way.  The proposed fiber cement siding is compatible with the siding on 
the primary structure.  Staff recommends approval of the proposed shed with the 
following conditions: the siding be smooth and without a bead and paint colors be 
submitted to staff for administrative review and approval. 
It is the assessment of staff that the application, with the above noted conditions, 
is partially consistent with the Standards for New Construction in Section 30-
930.7 (c) of the City Code, as well as with the Richmond Old and Historic 
Districts Handbook and Design Review Guidelines, specifically the pages cited 
above, adopted by the Commission for review of Certificates of Appropriateness 
under the same section of the code. 
  



Disclaimer:
The City of Richmond assumes no liability either for any errors, omissions, or inaccuracies 
in the information provided regardless of the cause of such or for any decision made, action 
taken, or action not taken by the user in reliance upon any maps or information provided herein.
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