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AN ORDINANCE No. 2018-007 

 

 

 

To designate the 900 block of North 1st Street in honor of Dr. Benjamin Joseph Lambert, III. 

   

 

Patrons – All Members of Council 

   

 

Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 

   

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: JAN 22, 2018 AT 6 P.M. 

 

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Benjamin Joseph Lambert, III, died on March 2, 2014; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Lambert was born in Richmond on January 29, 1937, and was educated 

in Henrico County Public Schools and was graduated with honors from Virginia Union University; 

and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Lambert earned his graduate degree in optometry from the New England 

College of Optometry, formerly known as the Massachusetts College of Optometry, and  

established his optometry practice in the city of Richmond’s Jackson Ward  neighborhood in 1962; 

and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Lambert was active in civic, educational, business, and professional 

activities, including work with the Crusade for Voters, the National Association for the 
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Advancement of Colored People, the Richmond Jaycees, the North Richmond YMCA, the 

Salvation Army Boys Club, St. Paul’s Baptist Church, and Omega Psi Phi fraternity, and served 

on the boards of Benedictine College Preparatory School, Dominion Resources, Consolidated 

Bank and Trust Company, SLM Corporation, commonly referred to as Sallie Mae, USA 

Education, Inc., Sheltering Arms Hospital, and the Virginia Commonwealth University Health 

Systems Authority; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Lambert was honored throughout his life for his civic and professional 

activities including receiving the Richmond Jaycees “Most Outstanding Young Man in Richmond” 

award; the Virginia Optometrist of the Year award in 1980; and the National Conference of 

Christians and Jews’ Humanitarian Award in 1993; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Lambert served more than 31 years in the General Assembly of Virginia, 

being elected first to the House of Delegates in 1977 and then to the Senate seat vacated by 

Lawrence Douglas Wilder upon his election as Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia in 1985; and 

WHEREAS, as a member of  the Senate of Virginia, Dr. Lambert served on numerous  

committees, including Finance, Education and Health, General Laws and Technology, and 

Privileges and Elections; and  

WHEREAS, as a legislator, Dr. Lambert was widely recognized for his willingness to cross 

party lines for the cause of education and was at one time of member of the Brown v. Board of 

Education Scholarship Commission, which sought to assist persons whose education had been 

hampered by the closing of schools in the era of massive resistance to desegregation; and 
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WHEREAS, the City desires to memorialize Dr. Lambert’s contributions to the civic well-

being of the city of Richmond and the Commonwealth of Virginia as an advocate for equal 

opportunity by designating the 900 block of North 1st Street in his honor; and 

WHEREAS, because this designation is honorary only, the provisions of sections 8-7 

through 8-10 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015), as amended, do not apply to the 

designation made hereby or to any signs erected pursuant to this ordinance; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. Designation of Street Block for Honorary Name.  The 900 block of North 1st 

Street shall be designated in honor of Dr. Benjamin Joseph Lambert, III, pursuant to this ordinance. 

§ 2. Effect of Designation.  The designation of the street block made pursuant to this 

ordinance shall be honorary only, shall not replace the existing name of the street, and shall have 

no effect on the address of any property with an address on the designated street block.  The sole 

effect of designation pursuant to this ordinance shall be to authorize the placement of 

commemorative signs in accordance with this ordinance memorializing the designation in honor 

of the named person. 

§ 3. Administration of Ordinance.  The Department of Public Works shall implement 

this ordinance by installing, as soon as practicable after the adoption of this ordinance, and 

maintaining commemorative signs in accordance with this section.  The commemorative signs 

shall be clearly distinct from the street signs used to identify the street block in question such that 

a reasonable person could not conclude that the commemorative signs reflect the actual name of 

the street.  The commemorative signs shall be affixed to the street sign for the street designated in 
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section 1 of this ordinance located at each end of the street block designated in section 1 of this 

ordinance and shall bear the name of the person set forth in section 1 of this ordinance. 

§ 4. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 






