


Ms. Pitts 

As you know Congregation Beth Ahabah has been working for some time to get a 

renovation/construction project underway at its Franklin St. campus. As part of the approval process we 

have met with various neighborhood groups, CAR, and have received a Special Use Permit from the City 

of Richmond. 

As we are just beginning construction we have been considering a minor change to the rear of one 

portion of the project. 

Overall the project connects our Sanctuary, school building, and multi-purpose building with 

construction of a new front facing on Franklin St. The change we are considering does not affect the 

Franklin St. view. 

A part of the project connects the Sanctuary to the school building. This part of the project is also 

unaffected by the change we are considering. 

Another part of the project connects the school building to the multi-purpose building, and closes the 

existing driveway (from Franklin St. to the rear alley). The Franklin St. side of this connector will not be 

affected. 

We are considering changing the exterior material on the school/multi-purpose connector from glass 

curtain wall to windows and EIFS. The EIFS will be a light color to be compatible with the existing 

adjacent buildings. 

The rear of this connector will form the front of a new enclosed courtyard. The sides of the courtyard 

will be formed by existing buildings and the back along the alley will be enclosed closed by an opaque  

fence that will be six and a half feet high. 

The courtyard will be used for a variety of activities including education, recreation, and worship. We 

believe that a change in materials to the rear of the connector (the front of the courtyard) will be 

beneficial to the courtyard in terms of appearance, utility, and maintenance. 

A small portion of the rear of this connector may have some visibility from the rear alley. Accordingly, 

we are asking CAR to approve this change. 

In an effort to determine the visibility from the alley we set up a ladder on the far side of the alley and 

placed a camera at the height of six feet. We also stretched a tape across the rear of our buildings at the 

height of six and a half feet, which will be the height of the fence. 

We then took photographs from the six foot position on the ladder. The area that will be visible is above 

the tape. Visibility is also limited by two canopies on the existing buildings. 

The area that will be visible is about 3-4 feet high and about fifteen feet wide. This area is marked by 

tapes in the photos. If we make the proposed change the area that will be visible will consist of glass and 

EIFS. The visible area of the infill building at the infill wall will be from approximately 12 feet above 



grade to approximately 16 feet above grade. The net loss of glass from the original curtain wall is 

estimated to be about 2 feet in height as viewed from the far edge of the alley, over a fence, and below 

the former porte cochere.  

It is important to note: 

-There is no change to the Franklin St. view 

-Only a small part of the view from the alley will be changed 

-The six and a half foot tall fence will also have some impediment on top to discourage anyone from    

climbing the fence. This will further limit visibility. 

-The area of change will not be visible from automobiles driving along the alley due to the height of the 

fence. 

-This is a short block and pedestrian traffic is very limited. 

-The photos show visibility from the far side of the alley. Of the few pedestrians in the alley most would 

not walk on the far side because this is where many of the homes fronting on West Ave. keep their trash 

cans. Most people would walk closer to the middle of the alley which is a few inches lower than the far 

side. 

-The six foot height of the photo from the ladder would approximate eye level for a person about six 

feet six inches tall. We intentionally took photos from this height and this location to approximate the 

largest area of visible change. For most pedestrians in the alley the visible area will be little or nothing. 

We believe this very minor will have little or no impact on the public visibility of the overall project. We 

are asking CAR to approve this change. I will appear at the CAR meeting on November 28th to answer 

any questions. 

 

Thank you  

 

Congregation Beth Ahabah 

 

Larry Salzman, Temple President 
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