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Who We Are 

Smart Beginnings Greater 
Richmond is a partnership  of 
public and private 
organizations, businesses and 
individuals serving the cities of 
Richmond and Colonial 
Heights, as well as Charles City, 
Chesterfield, Goochland, 
Hanover, Henrico, New Kent, 
and Powhatan counties.



What We Do



Why Early 
Childhood?



Brain 
Architecture

Source:  Center on the Developing Child, Harvard University

More Than 1 Million
New Neural Connections Per Second



Return on 
Investment



Alexandria /
Arlington

History of 
Collaboration



Why Is the 
Need Urgent?



Complex 
Systems



Regional 
Planning 
Process

• Research

• Data Analysis

Prepare

• 110 
organizations

• 260 participants 

Engage
• Publication

• Special Events

Launch













Launch of 
Regional Plan

Presentations 
 Region 1 Superintendents
 Capital Region Collaborative
 ChamberRVA
 The Community Foundation 

Serving Richmond & Central 
VA

 Charles City Economic 
Development Agency  

 Children’s Museum of 
Richmond 

 Greater Richmond SCAN (July 
25)

Resolutions of Support

 Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors and 
School Board 

 Colonial Heights City Council 
 Goochland County School Board 
 Hanover County  Board of Supervisors and 

School Board 
 Henrico County Board of Supervisors and School 

Board
 New Kent County Board of Supervisors
 Powhatan County Board of Supervisors 
 Charles City County School Board (July 18)
 Colonial Heights School Board (July 25th)
 Goochland Board of Supervisors (August 1st)
 New Kent County School Board (August 7th)
 Powhatan County School Board (August 8th)
 Petersburg School Board (August 16th) 



Your 
Partnership

Resolution of support

Local government champions

Opportunities to advance regional goals

Annual invitation to report on progress



Thank you!

Monica Callahan 
Director of Outreach and Development 
monica.callahan@smartbeginningsrva.org

Jacqueline Hale 
Director of Programs and Community Impact 
jacque.hale@smartbeginningsrva.org

Rich Schultz  
Executive Director 
rich.schultz@smartbeginningsrva.org

www.smartbeginningsrva.org

https://www.instagram.com/smartbeginningsrva/
https://www.instagram.com/smartbeginningsrva/
https://www.facebook.com/smartbeginningsrva/?ref=tn_tnmn
https://www.facebook.com/smartbeginningsrva/?ref=tn_tnmn

