
N 7
th S

t

E Marshall StN 6
th S

t

For questions, please contact Josh Son
at 646-3741 or joshua.son@richmondgov.com 

8

4
6

1

9

5
3

7

2

City of Richmond
Department of Planning 
& Development Review

Zoning Ordinance
Sec. 30-442.4(1)d Review

LOCATION: 612 E. Marshall St.
COUNCIL DISTRICT: 6
PROPOSAL: Zoning Ordinance Sec. 30-442.4(1)d review 

of the garden at the Doorways.

0 30 60 9015 Feet
²





Detailed Narrative for The Doorways Garden Project 

Overview of The Doorways:  The Doorways is an eleemosynary 112 room guest house for patients and 
their loved ones who travel to Richmond for specialized medical treatment, built as a 140 room motor inn 
in the 1960s.  Serving almost 10,000 guests per year and providing over 50,000 nights of lodging 
annually, the building is currently undergoing renovations to meet the needs of our guests better. 

Purpose of the Project:  While the larger project involves an update of the majority of the interior of 
the building, the aspect at hand will create a healing garden for the guests of The Doorways, as 
currently there is no outdoor space for them.   

Project Background:  The site of the garden is a 1960’s outdoor pool that had been covered and enclosed 
as a two-story storage space for The Doorways.  This project will involve removing the existing 
undifferentiated two-story wall and roof structure, replacing it with a much shorter garden wall.  

At the Marshall Street property line, we will install a 6’ tall split faced and through colored block wall 
with a water table and limestone cap topped by a 2’ ornamental custom metal fence. The wall, solid and 
above sight level, will provide privacy for guests -  many of whom are undergoing transplants and must 
wear protective gloves and masks to guard against germs, moderate sound attenuation from the city 
buses and automobile traffic, and help prevent overnight trespassing by the local homeless population.  

On the interior side of the wall, planting beds will include small canopy trees such as Burford Holly or 
Japanese Red Maples, shrubbery and ground cover, providing greenery and shade. 

Soft lighting will be provided for evening use, including LED downlighting on the building and LED lights 
in the toe space of the seat wall on the interior of the courtyard. 

Project Costs:  The garden is part of our overall renovation project.  It will be funded by our $5.5M 
capital campaign and a $150K lead gift from a major donor. 

Project Timing:  Our 1st floor renovations began on April 4th and we expect completion of this phase by 
July 15th. 

Project Team: Ralph Higgins, Landscape Architect 
Scott Corwin, Johannas Design Group 
Kjellstrom & Lee Construction 













DOORWAYS
08 June 2017
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