


 
INTRODUCED: September 17, 2015  

 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2015-199 
 
 
 

To amend City Code §§ 38-156, concerning the abatement of certain refuse, litter and weed 
control violations, and 86-44, concerning the times and places of collection for bulk items, brush 
and loose leaves, for the purposes of requiring the Chief Administrative Officer to waive certain 
fees for the abatement of certain violations, requiring the Director of Public Works to provide 
written notification of the date on which bulk items are scheduled for collection, and prohibiting 
the placement of bulk items for collection on or near a public right-of-way more than 48 hours 
before the date scheduled for collection.   

   
 

Patrons – Ms. Robertson and Mr. Agelasto 
   

 
Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 
   

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: SEPT 28 2015 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 
THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

 § 1. That section 38-156 of the Code of the City of Richmond be and is hereby 

amended and reordained as follows: 

Sec. 38-156.  Abatement by city.  
 
  (a)  If a condition in violation of section 38-151, 38-152 or 38-154 remains upon a 

land or premises after the expiration of the time specified in a notice of violation, the chief 

administrative officer, or his or her designee, may issue a notice of abatement to such person 
 
 
AYES:   NOES:   ABSTAIN:  
      

ADOPTED:   REJECTED:  STRICKEN:  

 



identified in the notice of violation informing the person that the chief administrative officer will 

cause the cited condition to be abated at the expense of such person.  

  (b) An administrative fee shall be assessed in each case. The expense of abatement 

and the administrative fee shall be chargeable against such person identified in the notice of 

abatement.  However, for the abatement of violations of section 38-152, the chief administrative 

officer, or his or her designee, shall waive the administrative fee assessed pursuant to this 

subsection upon making a written determination, furnished to the person identified in the notice 

of abatement for a violation of section 38-152, that such person, a tenant of such person using or 

occupying the real property reflected on the notice of abatement, or any other person related to or 

employed by such person did not cause the violation.  Any person identified in the notice of 

abatement for a violation of section 38-152 aggrieved by a determination of the chief 

administrative officer, or his or her designee, made pursuant to this subsection, may file an 

appeal of any such determination with the City of Richmond General District Court.     

  (c)  The notice of abatement may either be served, mailed or delivered to such person 

or posted on the land or premises where the nuisance is located. Proof of such service, delivery, 

mailing or posting shall be sufficient evidence of the service of notice.  

  (d) Notwithstanding the notice requirements of this section, if the chief 

administrative officer, or his or her designee, determines that the condition constitutes an 

imminent, substantial or compelling threat to the public health or to the environment, the notice 

requirement may be dispensed with.  

  (e)  Notwithstanding subsections (a) through (d) of this section, the notice of 

violation specified in section 38-155 and the notice of abatement specified in this section can be 

combined in one document and issued as provided in this article.  
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  (f)  If the abatement is undertaken by the city pursuant to this section, the expense of 

the abatement and the administrative fee shall constitute a lien on real property of the owner and 

shall be reported to the finance director who shall collect the expense and fee in the manner in 

which city taxes levied upon real estate are authorized to be collected.  

  (g) Abatement by the city shall be exclusive of and in addition to any criminal 

penalty which may be imposed. 

  § 2. The section 86-44 of the Code of the City of Richmond be and is hereby 

amended and reordained as follows: 

Sec. 86-44. Times and places of collection; bulk items; brush collection; collection of 
loose leaves.  

  (a)  Refuse receptacles and recycling bins must be placed out for collection by 6:00 

a.m. of the scheduled collection day but not earlier than 4:00 p.m. of the day preceding, except 

for any special times as deemed necessary by the director of public works. The refuse receptacles 

and recycling bins must be removed by 7:00 a.m. on the day following collection from city 

property and right-of-ways to include, but not be limited to, sidewalks, alleys and median strips 

between sidewalks and roadways. Refuse receptacles and recycling bins shall be placed for 

collection at a location designated by the director of public works. The public utility account 

holder of any property to which a refuse receptacle has been assigned shall be responsible for 

removing the refuse receptacle from city property by 7:00 a.m. on the day following collection. 

Any account holder who allows a refuse receptacle or recycling bin to remain on city property 

after 7:00 a.m. on the day following collection shall receive a notice from the Department of 

Public Works advising of the violation and allowing the account holder an opportunity to remove 

the refuse receptacle or recycling bin. If the refuse receptacle or recycling bin is not timely 

removed from city property, the Department of Public Works shall cause the account holder to 
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be assessed a civil penalty in the amount of $50.00 for each and every calendar day that each and 

every refuse receptacle or recycling bin remains on city property beginning with the date of the 

most recent past scheduled pick up time from the Department of Public Works. Such civil 

penalty shall be included on the account holder's monthly utility statement and shall be subject to 

collection in the same manner as other utility charges including delinquent charges for utilities.  

  (b) Upon request, the director of public works shall schedule the collection of bulk 

items such as furniture or similar large items at no charge. However, for same-day collection of 

bulk items and for collection of appliances, a fee shall be charged as set forth in appendix A to 

this Code. At the time that a request is made for the collection of bulk items, the director of 

public works shall notify the person requesting such collection of the date that the items are 

scheduled for collection.  Bulk items shall not be placed on or near a public right-of-way for 

collection more than 48 hours before the scheduled collection date.     

(c)  Collection of loose tree trimmings less than four inches in diameter, six feet in 

length; shrubbery trimmings; and loose brush shall be scheduled by the director of public works.  

  (d) Collection of loose leaves shall be undertaken in accordance with a schedule 

established by the director of public works. Upon request, loose leaves may be collected outside 

the established collection period. A fee as set forth in appendix A to this Code shall be charged 

for service outside the established collection period.  

  (e)  If the director of public works finds that refuse quantities or location, building 

design or other factors are not compatible for refuse collection by city forces and equipment, the 

refuse shall be removed by private or contract collectors. The director of public works shall give 

adequate notice of such noncollectibility or noncompliance, so that other collection arrangements 

may be made.  
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  (f)  Fees for collection may only be waived during city-designated cleanups or 

declared emergencies. 

  (g) Real property owners or their agents who file for eviction proceedings with the 

city sheriff shall remove all property or items which are placed outside during an eviction within 

72 hours of the eviction. Notwithstanding the collection fee provided for in subsection (b) of this 

section, if the evicted tenant, building owner or the owner's agent fails to immediately remove 

the property or items after the 72-hour time period has elapsed, the city will cause the immediate 

removal and assess the building owner a removal fee as set forth in appendix A to this Code.  

 § 3. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 
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