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City of Richmond
Department of Planning 
& Development Review

Location, Character, and Extent

LOCATION: 719 W. Franklin St. 
COUNCIL DISTRICT: 2
PROPOSAL: The application is for the conceptual location, 

character, and extent review of a new event venue within 

Monroe Park at the corners of Main and Laurel Streets. 
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Mission Statement
	
	
	 Monroe Park Conservancy exists to administer the restoration, enhancement and operation of Richmond’s Monroe Park – an historic landmark with cultural, 
	 environmental, and recreational significance to the City of Richmond, Virginia Commonwealth University, area residents and business.

of the plan, this pavilion will act to create an active and engaging intersection 
that incorporates sustainable practices and ADA accessibility.
 Adjacent to the pavilion, a large open lawn can be used to accommodate 
a range of activities. This lawn fronts Laurel Street, allowing easy access 
and visibility for events occurring here. This space is sized to handle a range 
of events, that will provide a revenue stream for the Conservancy that 
can be used for park programming, maintenance, and improvements. This 
development will concentrate event space in the most appropriate area of 
the park, allowing park functions and rentals/events at the Pavilion to occur 
simultaneously. 

Located on the street with the lowest volume of traffic surrounding Monroe 
Park, this site will minimize the potential for pedestrian/vehicular issues. Its 
adjacency to Altria Theater allows for crossover events as well as visual 
and physical connections. Due to its edge location and proximity to existing 
utilities, construction costs will be lower. This edge location also ensures that 
no damage will be done to the large trees found within the park, though the 
removal of two trees (a 20” magnolia and a 14” maple) will be required.  These 
trees will be replaced in alternate locations within the park, in kind, with larger 
caliper than required by City standard.	

Purpose 

	 This conceptual design addresses programs that currently use Monroe 
Park with an effort to look at the future of the park’s green space. This project 
provides a dedicated space for events within Monroe Park at the corners of 
Main and Laurel Streets.  The proposed open air structure and accompanying 
plaza is designed to accommodate a variety of events and public gatherings. 
VCU Administration, Altria Theater Management, Sports Backers, and the 
neighborhood groups (FDA, Prestwould, CACIL, MAPS, and OHNA.) This 
development will concentrate event space in the most appropriate area of the 
park, allowing park functions and rentals/events at the event venue to occur 
simultaneously. An open structure will anchor the project site and build a 
connection to the Altria Theater, building upon the architectural language of 
both the Theater and the original Monroe Park Checker’s House (seen in top 
right photograph). This pavilion will provide covered space that can also be 
used for rental space and organized events. Materials used will complement 
the palette to be used in the Monroe Park renovation project.  

The pavilion, as well as the associated permeable paver plaza, will activate 
this zone of the park at the intersection of Laurel Street and West Main 
Street. In the original Rhodeside and Harwell Park Master Plan, this site was 
activated through the introduction of a carousel. As that has been phased out 
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In building upon the parks Master Plan, the Conservancy wishes to have a 
space that is conducive to hosting events and setting up event tents. Monroe 
Park in the past has hosted a range of events in multiple locations throughout 
the park, though not having a specific site designed to handle these events 
has led to disorganized and less than ideal conditions. To manage the park 
for multiple uses and to create an organized, designed, safe, and thoughtful 
space for events and gatherings, this project is necessary. 

Construction is set to commence soon within Monroe Park for the previously 
approved 2009 improvements. There will be cost savings if this seperate 
Laurel Street Event Venue project is rolled into that construction timeline, 
as construction mobilization will only need to occur a single time.  Our hope 
is that this timeline may allow us to have construction of the two projects 
overlap.  

The project is estimated to cost $400,000. This funding will come through 
donations made to the Monroe Park Conservancy. 
		   

The construction of this project will hopefully be rolled into the upcoming 
renovation of Monroe Park’s timeline. The intention is for construction to be 
completed in Spring 2018. 

Budget/Funding Sources

Construction Program & Dates

Background

Monroe Park is one of Richmond’s most culturally and environmentally 
significant open spaces. Once the state fairground and a military 
encampment, the registered historic park now provides passage and respite 
to an ever increasing student body at Virginia Commonwealth University 
(VCU) as well as residents of the surrounding Carver, Oregon Hill, and Fan 
neighborhoods.

Forming the western edge of the City’s downtown grid, Monroe Park is 
bound by Belvidere Street to the east, Main Street to the south, and Laurel 
and Franklin Streets to the west and north, respectively.  VCU’s addition 
of the Business and Engineering Schools; construction of the Institute 
for Contemporary Art (ICA) and the newly renovated Altria Theater has 
significantly altered the context, use, and demographic make-up of the Park. 
Such a shift offers unprecedented opportunity for area stakeholders to 
transform the Park into a vibrant, urban oasis. Embracing this opportunity, 
City officials have unanimously granted a 30-year lease to the Monroe Park 
Conservancy, an active 501 (c) (3) and project advocate.

Richmond’s Department of Community Development and Department of 
Parks,  Recreation, and Community Facilities, in conjunction with the Monroe 
Park Advisory Committee and consultant, Rhodeside and Harwell, led a 2006-
2008 Master Planning and community outreach effort. Such research and 
community input led the team to identify particular programmatic objectives 
for the project, material palettes, and a historic period of significance (1904) 
to which the Park is to be restored.
 
Since February 2009, the Park Council has worked closely with City Staff, 
3north Architects and 3north’s consultant team (Draper Aden, WaterStreet 
Studio, Dunlap & Partners and Domingo Gonzalez Associates) to carry the 
Master Plan forward and create detailed construction documents. The 
restoration has been endorsed by City leaders and approved by Richmond’s 
Planning Commission and Urban Design Committee.
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Existing Fountain
	
James River Rill
	
Petanque and Quoits Courts
	
Amphiteatre / Great Lawn
	
Wickham Statue Plaza
	
Checkers House Sunken Terrace
	
Retail Kiosks
	
White Oak Allee
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American Linden Allee
	
Sugar Maple Allee
	
Main Street Entrance
	
Main and Belvidere Entrance
	
Franklin and Belvidere Entrance
	
Franklin Street Entrance
	
Laurel and Franklin Entrance
	
Laurel Street Entrance
	
Main and Laurel Entrance
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MAPLE NOTES

01   Altria Theater Marquee
02   Proposed Decorative Paver   	   	
       Crosswalk
03   Existing Trees To Be Removed
04   Checkers House
05   Existing Path
06   Emergency Vehicle Access
07   Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal 	
       Church
08   Replacement Tree (1 shown of 2)

TENT CAPACITY*
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NOTES

01   To Altria Theater
02   Brick Sidewalk (City Standard)
03   Pervious Brick Paver Plaza
04   Concrete Band
05   Granite Band
06   Brick Seatwalls with Granite Caps
07   Granite Steps (2 Risers @ 4”)
08   Granite Fines Pathways
09   Moveable Furniture 
10   Pavilion
11   Bioretention Planter
12   ADA Access to Raised Pavilion 
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This Design Study, undertaken by 3north, PLLC in 2017, was prepared exclusively for the Monroe Park Conservancy.
All content © 3north 2017.

This study may not be photocopied, scanned, archived, or retained electronically, 
or reproduced in any form, without written permission from 3north.
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