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Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G Schaaf
1208 W Franklin St Apt A
Riclmond, VA 23220

March 3, 2017

Division of Planning and Preservation
900 E Broad Street

Room 510

Richmond, VA 23219

Dear Ms. Piits:

| am the owner of 1208 W Franklin St, Richmond, VA 23220. | am applying for a Certificate of
Appropriateness for the reconstruction of a historic porch, the replacement of dilapidated French
doors leading to that porch, reconstruction of the historic widow's walk on top of the house, and
reinstailation of the original front fence. | have a number of attachments and pictures | will reference
in the sections below. The first two projects were completed for safety reasons. The doors that had
no way to be secured and were leaking water into our home. Since the front doors could blow open,
we were concerned that our grand-daughter, us, our guests, or our dogs would fall off the deck unless
a railing was installed ASAP. As you will see below, great care was taken to ensure we were following
the original plans and the Prairie styling of the house.

1.

Original Plans — Qur home was built in the Prairie style in 1923 by two heiress widows as a
Duplex. The plans for the house are on file at the Library of Virginia. Attachment 1 shows
the Front Elevation of the House. Attachment 2 shows a blow-up of the side elevation of the
front porch. It is very important to note that one major design adjustment was made to the
house during construction, not shown on the plans. The plans show the front second floor
windows as casement windows. Those were not the windows installed at construction,
Rather they installed double hung windows with no grids on top or bottom (See Picture 1).
Our understanding is that this change was made to better match the Prairie Style and the
windows on the first floor. Thus our objective is to restore the house to the original plans, but
in keeping with the Prairie Style adjustments made during construction.

French Door Replacement — As | stated up front, the doors opening to the deck when we
purchased the house were completely dilapidated. in addition, they were not the original
doors on the house. They had been cut down and installed into smaller opening than they
were designed for. So the frames had no strength. This led {o the wood frames being rotted.
Because they were cut to fit, there was no way to add door knobs or locks that would keep
intruders out. The anly security on the doors were peg locks at the bottom that were screwed
into rotted wood. The doors frequently blew open in high winds, leaked water profusely when
it rained, and let hot and cold air pour in the house. Since the doors weren't original and they
were falling apart, replacement was the only option. We selected to single French Door and
transom package to ensure security and longevity. We specifically selected the doors and
tfransom to not have grids o be in keeping with the windows on the rest of the front fagade.
Had there heen casement windows, or windows with grids, we would have selected the door
and fransom to maich. By selecting a single unit, we were able to get it built to exactly fit the
apening left by the old doors without making any structural change to the house. See
Attachment 3 for Specifications and Picture 10 for 2 picture, Since the old doors opened in,
we had the new doors open in as well. The trim installed around the doors was made fo
match the windows and original doors.
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3. Front Porch Reconstruction — The house was criginally built with a front porch. See Picture 8
which shows the ghosting from the original railing. Thus we reconstructed a missing historic
porch to the exact same dimensions as the original plan (See Attachments 1 & 2) with one
exception. The drop top rail design in the original plan would not meet code nor modern
safety standards. | would not have felt comfortable with such a short rail. So we studied what
other owners did on Monument Avenue and decided to closely follow the design of two
railings in the 1700 block of Monument. (See Pictures 11 & 12). In both cases, they
extended the architectural features of the posts across the top of the rail. This provides for
exceptional strength and beauty. They also used the same square pickeis as found on our
original house plans (Attachments 1 & 2). Thus making the adjustment to the top rail allowed
us to meet code, remain consistent with the Prairie Styling of the house, the house plans, and
in keeping with the other houses on Monument Avenue. You can see the before and after
comparisons by locking at Pictures 1 and 2. Pictures 3 & 4 show the side views from the
street. Pictures 5, 6 and 7 show the extraordinary routing and trim details added to ensure
this porch looked like it was handcrafted in 1923. All framing was done with pressure treated
wood, boltad to the house. All visible porch and railing materials other than the pickets are
PVC or resin. Thus this deck is going {o outlive me by many many decades and maintain its
beauty and strength for 100 years. As requested, we have not completely finished the dack.
Picture 9 shows the posts caps we have already {o paint and install. The original plan
(Attachment 2) shows finials and | have a maiching set ready to install. You can see in the
picture that we cut one in half so the finials will be on all posts include the half posts attached
to the brick wall.

4. Widow's Walk Reconstruction - As is seen on the Original Plan Front Elevation in Attachment
1, there is a widow's walk at the top of the roof. Both Pictures 1 and 2 show that the supports
for that widow walk still protrude from the roof, We would like approval to rebuild that widow's
walk to its original specifications, but using the exact same design as the railing on the front
porch so they will maich exactly.

5. Front Yard Fence — We would like to reinstall the original fencing that protected the front
courtyard of the house. Qur plan is to reuse portions of the exact same fence that currently
are between our house and 1210 W Franklin (See picture 13). Thus it will be an exact match
to what was originally there. You can see where the fencing was previously installed in
Picture 14 where the “Ghost” supports are sticking out of the concrete in front of the house.
We will install matching gates made of aluminum with electronic keypad locks. All fencing
and gates will be painted black.

8. Color Selection — We matched the color of the trim from what we found thru stripping to be
the original color of the trim. Over the years, some locations around the house maintained in
that color while others were painted with different colors. We have now restored all areas to
the original beige color. The original trim color is one of your historically approved colors.

7. Conclusion ~ We are 100% committed to ensuring that our home is abiding by the covenanis
of the Monument Avenue Historical District by following as closely as we can to the original
plans and maintaining the Prairie styling of the home. We have now completely refurbished
the front of our house where squirrels had eaten away the wood trim and the built in gutters
were leaking into the walls. | believe the results of our work when looking at Pictures 1
versus 2 speak for themselves. The original odd-sized French doors with grids looked out of
place surrounded by windows with no grids, and the roof over the front door looked naked
with no railing on top, especially with doors opening onto it. | think you’'ll agree that our front
porch is now a stunning example of how a restoration can be made to look old, but built out of
modern materials that will withstand the test of time. | want my porch to look as good in 50
years as it does today, and I'm confident it will. Please drop by and take a look, it really is
awesome.
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8. Request— Please approve our Ceriificate of Appropriateness for (1) our French doors, (2)
front porch including attachment of the finials, (3) the widow's walk restoration, and (4) front
fence reinstallation.

Please don't hesitate to call or confact me if you have any guestions. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely Yours,

Thomas G. Schaaf
804-506-0680
tgschaaf@comceast.net
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