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Sec. 30-442.4(1)d Review

LOCATION: 2500-2534 Nine Mile Rd & 1401-1405 N. 25th St. 
COUNCIL DISTRICT: 7
PROPOSAL: Zoning Ordinance Sec. 30-442.4(1)d review of 
the pedestrian plazas at the new Church Hill North Culinary
Complex
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Culinary School Design Narrative 

Urban Design Committee Approval 
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Over two years ago, the City of Richmond recruited Kathie and Steven Markel to assist the City 

and the Church Hill  community in fulfilling a long time dream of developing a full service 

grocery store at the intersection of 25th Street and Nine Mile Road.  Like many other urban areas 

in the U.S., this immediate area is devoid of a full service grocery store as a source of fresh and 

healthy fruits, vegetables, and other foods, which is commonly referred to as a "food dessert".  

That dream would not be possible if left to free market forces alone.  It required a public/private 

catalyst to make it a reality. 

 

Over the past 18 months, Kathie, Steve, the City, the Richmond Redevelopment and Housing 

Authority, and the Church Hill community, expanded upon the grocery store to include retail 

stores, apartments, restaurants, and a culinary school.  All these uses will combine to create a 

place that supports, promotes, and educates the community at large to embrace healthy lifestyles 

and dietary choices.  In September 2016, the City Council rezoned the land area for such a mixed 

use project. 

 

In January 2017, Timmons submitted the Project’s site plan to the City for approval which 

includes a preliminary concept plan of the culinary school mixed use development, anchored by 

the newly announced J. Sargeant Reynolds Culinary Institute.  The grocery store and the school 

are proposed to be developed concurrently.  The culinary school project will contain a 23,000 SF 

culinary school, 11,200 SF of private restaurants, 50,796 SF of residential space (49 apartments) 

and 7,800 SF of retail space.  The culinary school building is the subject of this UDC application. 

 

The Markels worked with O'Neill McVoy Architects, who are a part of the design team for the 

VCU Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA), to design the culinary school building.  The Markels 

share the City’s dream for this project being an integral part of the ongoing dynamic growth and 

expanding vitality of the Church Hill community.  They also have a desire that its architecture 

capture and reflect the excellence of the J. Sargeant Reynolds Culinary Institute, and make it an 

icon for decades to come of the transformational power of education and healthy dietary choices.  

At the same time the project must have a human scale, be inviting to the community, and become 

a part of its fabric.   It must have the ability to attract prospective culinary students from Church 

Hill community as well as the entire Commonwealth of Virginia and beyond; to form a landmark 

presence on the important urban corner of 25th Street and 9 Mile Road. 

 

To succeed in meeting these goals, the architecture should be inviting and display the activities 

within with a transparency that draws in those who walk by the campus.  To this point, a primary 

feature of the culinary school architecture is the pedestrian plazas that seamlessly connect the 

Nine Mile Road sidewalk as a means to invite pedestrian interest.  A "farm to table" greenhouse 

is incorporated into the design to show how fresh ingredients are grown for food preparation.  At 

the pedestrian as well as the upper floors, large expanses of glass are used to showcase to the 

community the active learning environments within and flood the interior with natural light.  The 



architecture lends itself to promote and engage the community in the learning process and the 

transformational benefits of education. 

 

Therefore we believe the creation of these pedestrian plazas directly and seamlessly linked to the 

existing pedestrian landscape are vital to making the project and what it stands for integral to the 

Church Hill community and its urban architecture.  While the plan differs somewhat from the 

typical urban footprint of a monolithic building façade parallel to the sidewalk, we believe it still 

captures the urban feel by virtue of its high density, limited parking field hidden behind the 

building, and its connectivity to the current public infrastructure.  

 

The three pedestrian plazas shape urban green spaces and modulate the scale of B-5 Zoning to fit 

into the neighborhood fabric.  The plazas are inviting spaces with planting and trees for the 

community, the school and the residents. The design of the plazas will be integrated with the 

City’s streetscape design along 9 Mile Road, including the continuation of the brick paving from 

the sidewalks into the plaza. 

 

We are truly hopeful the UDC will conclude that we have maintained the urban fabric of the 

Church Hill community while accomplishing the important mission of this mixed use project. 
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