




mechanical system failures and promotion of public safety through increased interaction 
with activities occurring in the street and for emergency egress purposes; and 

WHEREAS, in recent years the Planning Commission has recommended adoption of 
Form-Based zoning districts which include a provision requiring operable windows for all 
newly constructed dwelling uses. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION: 
that to provide for adequate light and air consistent with provisions of the Code of 
Virginia, the City of Richmond Zoning Ordinance and the standards for the granting of a 
special use permit that windowless dwelling units should be avoided as a general premise. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION: 
that the Planning Commission respectfully requests that the Department of the 
Interior/National Park Service and the Virginia Department of Historic Resources require 
that applicants for historic tax credit projects to convert former industrial/warehouse 
buildings to residential dwelling units demonstrate that there is no viable means for 
undertaking renovations to the subject building without the existence of windowless 
dwelling units. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION: 
that the Planning Commission respectfully requests that where the Department of 
Interior/National Park Service and the Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
determines that windowless dwelling units must be permitted for the purpose of 
preserving historic buildings that such windowless dwelling units should be the minimum 
number necessary to promote said preservation and the square footage of such units 
should be at least equal to or greater than the average square footage of the total number 
of units that include windows. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION: 
that utilization of operable windows in the renovation of historic buildings is essential to 
improving the overall quality of life through provision of enhanced ventilation, 
elimination of need to vacate buildings in the case of mechanical system failures and 
promotion of public safety through increased interaction with activities occurring in the 
street and for emergency egress purposes. 
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