INTRODUCED: October 13, 2014

AN ORDINANCE No. 2014-217

To amend ch. 18 of the City Code by adding therein a new art. XII, consisting of new sections
18-626, 18-627, 18-636, 18-646 and 18-647, concerning tourism zones, for the purpose of
establishing a Downtown Tourism Zone pursuant to Va. Code § 58.1-3851.
Patron – Vice President Robertson

Approved as to form and legality
by the City Attorney

PUBLIC HEARING: OCT 27 2014 AT 6 P.M.

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS:
§ 1.

That Chapter 18 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2004) be and is hereby

amended and reordained by adding therein a new Article XII, consisting of new sections
numbered 18-626, 18-627, 18-636, 18-646 and 18-647, divided into divisions numbered 1, 2 and
3, as follows:
ARTICLE XII.
TOURISM ZONES.
DIVISION 1.
GENERALLY.

AYES:

NOES:

ABSTAIN:

ADOPTED:

REJECTED:

STRICKEN:

Sec. 18-626. Application.
This article provides for the creation of tourism zone in the City pursuant to Code of
Virginia, § 58.1-3851.
Sec. 18-627. Meaning of boundaries of zone generally.
Unless expressly provided otherwise, when the boundaries of a zone are described by
reference to particular streets, such boundaries shall be presumed to follow the centerlines of the
streets identified, and the properties on the side of such streets outside the boundary area shall be
presumed to lie outside of the zone.
DIVISION 2.
ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONE.
Sec. 18-636. Downtown Tourism Zone established.
There is hereby established the Downtown Tourism Zone.

The boundaries of the

Downtown Tourism Zone shall be as follows: beginning at the intersection of West Main Street
and North Belvidere Street, then proceeding north along North Belvidere Street to its intersection
with West Leigh Street, then proceeding east on West Leigh Street to its intersection with East
Leigh Street, then proceeding east on East Leigh Street to its intersection with North Ninth
Street, then proceeding south along North Ninth Street to its intersection with East Main Street,
then proceeding west along East Main Street to its intersection with West Main Street, then
proceeding along West Main Street to its intersection with North Belvidere Street, the point of
beginning.
DIVISION 3.
INCENTIVES.
Sec. 18-646. Zone-wide incentives.
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The following incentives shall be available to venues located within a tourism zone:
(1)

Businesses located in a tourism zone shall be eligible to receive a rebate of certain

fees associated with the Citywide Revolving Loan Program administered through the Economic
Development Authority of the City of Richmond, pursuant to the terms and conditions of the
Program and the provisions of the Cooperation Agreement between the City of Richmond and
the Economic Development Authority of the City of Richmond pertaining to the Program.
(2)

Subject to annual appropriations for such purpose, the City will support the

promotion, marketing and branding of the tourism zone.
(3)

Owners or operators of businesses located within a tourism zone will be eligible

for assistance to support residential development, redevelopment or rehabilitation of space
attached to the business for occupancy by the owner or operator of the business.
Sec. 18-647. Targeted incentives.
(a)

Certain tax and regulatory incentives shall be available throughout the Downtown

Tourism Zone.
(b)

The tax and regulatory incentives available within the area described in

subsection (a) of this section shall be as follows, for a period of ten years commencing January 1,
2015, and ending December 31, 2025:
(1)

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 90-123 of this Code, a rebate of

the encroachment application and processing fee required by that section for
administrative

approval

encroachment

applications

and

for

Council

approval

encroachment requests upon approval of the application or request.
(2)

A rebate of the fees charged for “Building Permits – Residential” and

“Building Permits – Commercial” pursuant to section 14-5 of this Code as follows:
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a.

For total construction cost of $1,650,000 or less, the applicant shall

be eligible to receive a rebate of the locality’s share of the building permit fee;
b.

For total construction cost of more than $1,650,000, the applicant

shall be eligible to receive a rebate of the locality’s portion of the building permit
fee in the amount of $10,000 or 30% of the building permit application fee,
whichever is greater, provided that in no event shall the rebate exceed $50,000;
c.

The applicant shall be eligible to receive the rebate of the building

permit application fee upon completion of the construction for which the permit
was issued.
d.

An applicant shall be eligible to receive no more than $50,000 in

rebates of building permit application fees within a 36-month period.
(3)

An expedited review of building permit applications, with completion of

review within ten business days, provided the application is complete upon submittal.
However, the ten business day period shall be extended by the time an applicant takes to
respond to plan review comments or to comply with any instructions from the City
necessary to properly act upon the application.
(4)

A waiver of those fees charged pursuant to section 114-1160(a) of this

Code.
§ 2.

This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption.
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