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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK
for the Commission of Architectural Review

April 29, 2016

Strei Residence
2515 East Clay Street
Richmond, Virginia 23223

General

The proposed work to 2515 East Clay Street is to occur at a 1-story portion of the residence on
the southeastern side of the property along a two-story portion of the residence that is narrower
than the portion of the residence that fronts the street. Please refer to the 8 1/2” x 14” site plan for
visual reference. The proposed work will be somewhat visible from East Clay Street. Because
the house narrows, only the back half of the addition will be visible from this public right-of-way.
From 26™ Street, the house is visible, but the area for the current & proposed addition is
minimally visible due to a neighbor's shed. Currently, seasonal vegetation screens the view from
the alley of the narrow end of the current & proposed addition, but this portion of the residence
will be visible during the winter months. Existing site photos are also included for reference.

Existing Conditions

The 1905 Sanborn Map indicates that this 1-story portion of the residence existed at that time and
may have been a porch, but any resemblance to such has been lost over the years and no
photographic evidence survives that shows its original function or features. The existing
construction in this 1-story area is in very poor condition. Over the years, this area seems to have
been modified and updated in various ways that have undermined the structure's soundness. The
floor slopes in various directions in this area which indicates that the floor joists are unstable or
deteriorated. Further investigation shows that there are numerous issues with the existing
construction in this portion of the residence that may have led to this problem. Please refer to the
Existing Conditions Photographs and commentary on the foundation wall, roof and windows.

Proposed Addition

Due to the poor condition of the existing construction in this area and due to the fact that the
existing construction does not meet current code requirements for minimum ceiling height and
minimum clearances for bathrooms, the Owner proposes to remove the existing construction at

the 1-story portion of the residence and replace it with a slightly wider addition that will meet
current code requirements.



In order to respect the proportions of the existing structure and its relatively low floor-to-floor
height, a bearing height of 7'-6” is proposed for the new addition. This allows us to meet the
code's habitable room height requirement while keeping the scale proportionate to the main 2-
story structure. Please refer to the Existing & Proposed Side Elevations.

For materials, the addition has been designed with a gray TPO roof with a low slope similar to the
existing addition's roof slope. The siding is proposed to be the same material & color as the
existing house but with a 6” exposure (compared with an 8” exposure at the 2-story portion of the
house.) The window that will be visible from the street is of similar proportion to the existing
windows on that side of the house. The Owner proposes a glass block window for privacy in the
new bathroom, but this window is close enough to the back side of the front portion of the house
that it is not visible from the street. The foundation wall is proposed to be gray parged concrete
block in contrast to the red-stained brick and red-stained parged foundation wall at the existing 2-
story portion of the residence in order to differentiate it from the original construction.

We feel that the material selections and the similar massing of the addition to the original addition
will be compatible with the existing 2-story structure. Because the proposed work occurs on a
secondary elevation and because this area in its current state has lost all of its original features
over time, we feel that the proposed changes are in keeping with the Old & Historic Districts
Review Guidelines.

Thank you for taking the time to review this project. Please do not hesitate to call with any
questions.

Sincerely,

WWW 2 A .

Dana G. Moore, R.A.
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Existing Conditions
2515 East Clay Street

Richmond, Virginia 23223

From the exterior, the foundation wall of the existing addition/enclosure has been covered in
Cementitious Backer Board, so the exact condition of the foundation is not visible. The photograph
shows that the edge of the board is in front of the edge of the siding, a condition which would allow

rain into the wall, further weakening its current state.
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