INTRODUCED: March 14, 2016

A RESOLUTION No. 2016-R018

To support the Broad Street Bus Rapid Transit project.
Patrons – Ms. Newbille, Ms. Robertson, Mr. Baliles and Ms. Graziano

Approved as to form and legality
by the City Attorney

PUBLIC HEARING: MAR 28 2016 AT 6 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Broad Street Bus Rapid Transit project, hereinafter referred to as the
“Pulse,” is a 7.6 mile long rapid transit route that will connect the area of the city of Richmond
around the Willow Lawn shopping center in the west with the area of the city of Richmond
around the development known as Rocketts Landing in the east; and
WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 2015-52-81, adopted May 15, 2015, the Council accepted
a program of proposed Capital Improvement Projects, which included $7,600,000 in funding for
the Pulse over two fiscal years beginning July 1, 2015; and
WHEREAS, in addition to funding from the City, the United States Department of
Transportation has awarded the project a grant in the amount of $24,900,000, the Virginia
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Department of Rail and Public Transportation has authorized $16,900,00 for the project and the
County of Henrico is expected to contribute $400,000 to the project; and
WHEREAS, the City believes that the Pulse will improve transit service, increase
livability, enhance economic opportunity, revitalize commercial properties, reduce travel times
for existing users of the Greater Richmond Transit Co. services by approximately 33%, improve
the reliability of transit operations on Broad Street, expand the range of access to jobs for transit
users, create additional opportunities to increase system-wide efficiency for the Greater
Richmond Transit Co., and further improve service on local transit routes; and
WHEREAS, the Council supports the Pulse with the expectation that the Greater
Richmond Transit Co. will perform certain comprehensive studies, solicit input from the public
and report the results of such studies to the Council prior to commencement of any operation of
the Pulse;
NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND:
That the Council supports the Pulse with the expectation that the Greater Richmond
Transit Co. will do the following:
1.

Conduct comprehensive studies concerning the best and most accessible routes

for users of the Pulse, intra-community connectivity strategies and mechanisms that will ensure
greater transit connectivity to the proposed Pulse route from neighborhoods, commercial
corridors and areas in the city of Richmond not adjacent to the proposed Pulse route, including,
but not limited to, the East End.
2.

Engage and solicit input from the public regarding such studies and proposed

connectivity strategies and mechanisms.
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3.

Submit to the Council, within six months after the adoption of this resolution, a

report on the results of such studies that describes to the Council potential connectivity strategies
and mechanisms for the Pulse prior to commencement of any operation of the Pulse.
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