
 
INTRODUCED: September 14, 2015  

 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2015-207 
 

As Amended 
 

To amend ch. [46.1] 13, art. V, div. 3 of the City Code[,] by adding therein a new section [46.1-
62] 13-202, concerning fire escape examination and maintenance, for the purpose of requiring 
the examination and maintenance of all fire escapes on buildings within the city.  

_____________   
 

Patron – Mayor Jones 
_______________   

 
Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 
   

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: NOV 9 2015 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 
THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1.       That Chapter [46.1] 13, Article V, Division 3 of the Code of the City of 

Richmond [(2004)] (2015) be and is hereby amended and reordained by adding therein a new 

section [46.1-62] 13-202, as follows: 

Sec. [46.1-62] 13-202. Fire escape examination and maintenance. 

            (a)         Definitions.  “Fire escape” means a staircase or other apparatus mounted to the 

outside of a building, structure or premise, or mounted inside but separate from the main areas of 

the building, and providing a means of escape in the event of a fire or other emergency. “Owner”                                                                                                                                     
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means the owner, manager, or person in control of a building, structure or premise equipped with 

a fire escape.  

(b)        Condition of fire escapes. The owner shall maintain all fire escapes in good 

working order and shall keep all fire escapes clear and unobstructed at all times.  

(c)        Minimum load.  The owner shall maintain all fire escapes to support a live load of 

not less than 100 pounds per square foot. 

(d)        Required examination.  The owner shall cause all fire escapes to be examined by a 

registered design professional, or other professional as approved by the fire code official, for 

structural adequacy and safety. The owner shall cause such examination to be performed every 

five years, or [at the frequency] as required by the fire code official.  The owner shall submit the 

inspection report provided by the professional who completed the examination to the fire code 

official within seven calendar days after such examination has been completed.   

§ 2.      This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 
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