
 
 

INTRODUCED: November 9, 2015  
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION No. 2015-R65-70 
 

As Amended 
 

To support a strategy to achieve the “highest and best” use for the City-owned real estate in the 
area of the city bounded by Interstate 64 / 95 to the north, Hermitage Road to the east, West 
Leigh Street to the south, and North Boulevard to the west and a time frame for developing this 
strategy. 

   
 

Patrons – Mayor Jones, President Mosby, Mrs. Robertson, 
Mrs. Newbille, Mrs. Graziano, and Vice President Hilbert 

   
 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

   
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: DEC 14 2015 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Richmond owns approximately 60 acres of real estate located 

within the area of the city bounded by Interstate 64 / 95 to the north, Hermitage Road to the east, 

West Leigh Street to the south, and North Boulevard to the west (the “Boulevard Area”); and 

WHEREAS, the City is pursuing the Boulevard Redevelopment Preparation Project, 

funded with $18,854,930 from the City’s capital budgets since 2012, to relocate City functions 

currently housed in the Boulevard Area and prepare City-owned real estate in the Boulevard 

Area for development; and 

 
 
AYES: 5  NOES:  4 ABSTAIN:  
      

ADOPTED: DEC 14 2015  REJECTED:  STRICKEN:  

 



WHEREAS, the size, location, and importance of the Boulevard Area demand that the 

City engage in a deliberate and transparent process to determine the future development and use 

of City-owned real estate in the Boulevard Area; and 

WHEREAS, the members of Council are duly elected by the voters in each Council 

member’s respective district and, therefore, serve as the representatives of the citizens of the City 

of Richmond; and  

WHEREAS, the Boulevard Area is owned by the City, and it is, therefore, imperative that 

the City receive public input before deciding the conditions and uses that will be solicited in an 

appropriate solicitation;  

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: 

That the Council supports both of the following: 

1. A process for developing a strategy for the City-owned real estate in the 

Boulevard Area that includes all of the following elements: 

a. The completion of a study of all appropriate factors to ascertain the 

“highest and best” use for the City-owned real estate in the Boulevard Area; 

b. A period of public engagement, including public meetings, to ensure that 

interested members of the public have input into the City’s decision-making as to the 

ultimate development and use of the City-owned real estate in the Boulevard Area; [and] 

c. The issuance of an appropriate solicitation to identify prospective 

contractors, developers, purchasers, or tenants who are suitably qualified to implement 

the “highest and best” use of the City-owned real estate in the Boulevard Area; and 
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d. A policy that (i) any and all plans, drawings, and documentation related to 

the Boulevard Area submitted to the City for the redevelopment of the Boulevard Area 

shall be dated after the public meetings on the redevelopment of the Boulevard Area have 

taken place, provided that the foregoing will not be deemed to apply to work produced by 

consultants contracted by the City to assist with the study described in subparagraph (a) 

of this paragraph (1), and (ii) no organization or individual that contributes, directly or 

indirectly, to the study described in subparagraph (a) of this paragraph (1) will be eligible 

to respond to any solicitation for which subparagraph (c) of this paragraph (1) calls; and 

2. A proposed time frame for the completion of the process described in paragraph 

(1) of this resolution that includes all of the following elements: 

a. From the adoption of this resolution until [the end of January, 2016] 60 

days after the adoption of this resolution, the City expects to complete the study and 

public engagement described in paragraphs (1)(a) and (1)(b) of this resolution; 

b. [In February, 2016, and March, 2016] From 60 days after the adoption of 

this resolution until 90 days after the adoption of this resolution, the City expects to do all 

of the following: 

(1) Review the results of the study and public engagement; 

(2) Determine the “highest and best” use for the City-owned real estate 

in the Boulevard Area; and 

(3) Develop a strategy to achieve this “highest and best” use for the 

City-owned real estate in the Boulevard Area; 

c. [In April, 2016] From 90 days after the adoption of this resolution until 

120 days after the adoption of this resolution, the City expects to begin pursuing the land 
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use and other governmental approvals necessary to implement the City’s strategy for the 

City-owned real estate in the Boulevard Area; 

d. [In May, 2016] From 120 days after the adoption of this resolution until 

150 days after the adoption of this resolution, the City expects to issue an appropriate 

solicitation to identify prospective contractors, developers, purchasers, or tenants who are 

suitably qualified to execute the City’s strategy for the City-owned real estate in the 

Boulevard Area; and 

e. [In June, 2016] From 150 days after the adoption of this resolution until 

180 days after the adoption of this resolution, the City expects to review responses to the 

solicitation and begin implementing the City’s strategy for the City-owned real estate in 

the Boulevard Area; and 

3. Recognizing the significant impact that proper development of the 

Boulevard Area will have on the city of Richmond and recognizing the City’s 

transparency, a policy that the City will endeavor to abide by the principle that any 

solicitation process will be open and, upon the selection of a developer, all documents 

related to the process that are not proprietary or that are not prohibited from disclosure by 

law will be available for public review prior to the commencement of any development or 

construction of the Boulevard Area. 
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