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http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/65603


http://www.nashville.gov/mc/ordinances/term_2011_2015/bl2014_909.htm
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2284628&GUID=BD14B7C9-3FBB-4DD3-8932-90DC4AEABC8E&Options=ID|Text|&Search=short+term+rental


https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1500910&GUID=1AE70436-9DA2-4632-96B3-6148DD240182&Options=ID|Text|&Search=tourist


https://louisville.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2365214&GUID=AA5C6BCD-BA62-4864-A915-840F4B226B2F&FullText=1
https://www.municode.com/library/va/charlottesville/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?searchRequest=%7B%22searchText%22:%22homestay%22,%22pageNum%22:1,%22resultsPerPage%22:25,%22booleanSearch%22:false,%22stemming%22:true,%22fuzzy%22:false,%22synonym%22:false,%22contentTypes%22:%5B%22CODES%22%5D,%22productIds%22:%5B%5D%7D&nodeId=737844
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INTRODUCED: March 9, 2015  

 
 
 

A RESOLUTION No. 2015-R21-28 
 
 
 

To request that the Chief Administrative Officer cause to be conducted a study concerning the 
use of internet lodging services in the city of Richmond to accommodate visitors to the city of 
Richmond participating in or attending the upcoming UCI 2015 Road World Championships and 
whether any amendments to the City’s laws and regulations are necessary to address any issues 
created by the rental of real property through internet lodging services.  

   
 

Patrons – Mr. Samuels and Mr. Agelasto 
   

 
Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 
   

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: APR 13 2015 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 

WHEREAS, internet lodging services are community marketplaces on the internet 

whereby property owners or hosts can list their real property for rent by travelers and allow 

consumers to book unique lodging accommodations for short periods of time; and 

 WHEREAS, internet lodging services provide consumers with a broader range of lodging 

choices and are growing in popularity; and  

WHEREAS, Airbnb, Inc., headquartered in San Francisco, California, is one example of 

a company providing internet lodging services and has served over 25,000,000 guests in over 

34,000 cities in over 190 countries since its inception in 2008; and 
 
 
AYES: 7  NOES: 0 ABSTAIN:  
      

ADOPTED: APR 13 2015  REJECTED:  STRICKEN:  

 



 WHEREAS, according to Airbnb, Inc.’s website, there are 258 listings in the city of 

Richmond; and 

 WHEREAS, the Richmond Times-Dispatch has reported that homeowners in the 

Richmond area have listed their homes or rooms within their homes for rent during the UCI 2015 

Road World Championships, which will be hosted in the city of Richmond from September 19, 

2015, through September 27, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, as internet lodging services have grown, local governments around the 

nation, including Charlottesville, Virginia, have identified zoning and taxation issues related to 

the use of internet lodging services for the rental of homes or rooms to travelers; and 

 WHEREAS, the Council believes that it is in the best interests of the citizens of the City 

of Richmond that the Council request that the Chief Administrative Officer cause to be 

conducted a study concerning the use of internet lodging services in the city of Richmond to 

accommodate visitors to the city of Richmond participating in or attending the upcoming UCI 

2015 Road World Championships and whether any amendments to the City’s laws and 

regulations are necessary to address any issues created by the rental of real property through 

internet lodging services;    

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: 

 That the City Council hereby requests that the Chief Administrative Officer cause to be 

conducted a study concerning the use of internet lodging services in the city of Richmond to 

accommodate visitors to the city of Richmond participating in or attending the upcoming UCI 

2015 Road World Championships and whether any amendments to the City’s laws and 
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regulations are necessary to address any issues created by the rental of real property through 

internet lodging services, within 60 days from the date of the adoption of this resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

 That the City Council hereby requests that the Chief Administrative Officer cause to be 

included in such study an analysis of the following: 

 1. The impact, if any, that internet lodging services have in the city of Richmond. 

 2. Whether the owners of internet lodging services, property owners or hosts who 

use internet lodging services to list real property for rent, or renters of any real property so listed 

may lawfully be taxed for the rents paid or collected. 

 3. The feasibility of enforcing any tax obligations created by the use of internet 

lodging services. 

 4. Whether the Code of the City of Richmond (2004), as amended, or any 

regulations of the City need to be amended to address zoning, parking, traffic, tax issues or any 

other matters resulting from the use of internet lodging services to rent real property in the city of 

Richmond.  
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INTRODUCED: June 22, 2015 

Expedited Consideration 

A RESOLUTION No. 2015-R42-47 

To declare a public necessity to amend the zoning ordinance and to initiate an amendment to the 
City’s zoning ordinance to make such changes as may be necessary to authorize short-term 
rentals of residential property through the use of internet lodging services or otherwise.  

Patron – Mr. Samuels 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING: JUNE 22 2015 AT 6 P.M. 

WHEREAS, section 15.2-2286 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, provides that 

a zoning ordinance may include, among other things, reasonable regulations and provisions for 

the amendment of regulations or district maps from time to time; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with section 15.2-2286 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as 

amended, such amendment may be initiated by resolution of the governing body, provided that 

any such resolution by the governing body proposing an amendment to the regulations or district 

maps shall state the public purposes therefor; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s zoning ordinance, codified as Chapter 114 of the Code of the City 

of Richmond (2004), as amended, currently does not generally authorize the rental of lodging on 

AYES: 8 NOES:  0 ABSTAIN: 

ADOPTED:  JUN 22 2015 REJECTED: STRICKEN: 



residential property for periods of less than 30 days, whether through an internet service or 

otherwise; and 

WHEREAS, the Council is of the opinion that authorizing the short-term rental of 

residential property for lodging purposes, whether through an internet service or otherwise, more 

broadly will allow greater consumer choice in lodging options in the City and allow residents to 

earn additional income through the use of internet lodging services; and 

WHEREAS, the Council believes that it is in the best interests of the residents of the City 

of Richmond that the City amend its zoning ordinance, codified as Chapter 114 of the Code of 

the City of Richmond (2004), as amended, to make such changes as may be necessary to 

authorize the short-term rental of residential property for lodging purposes, whether through an 

internet service or otherwise; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: 

 That the City Council hereby declares that the public necessity, convenience, general 

welfare and good zoning practices of the City require the initiation of an amendment of the 

zoning ordinance set forth in Chapter 114 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2004), as 

amended, to make such changes as may be necessary to authorize the short-term rental of 

residential property for lodging purposes, whether through an internet service or otherwise.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That, pursuant to section 15.2-2286 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, the City 

Council hereby initiates an amendment to the City’s zoning ordinance by requesting the Chief 

Administrative Officer to cause to be conducted a study to determine the changes to the zoning 

ordinance necessary to authorize the short-term rental of residential property for lodging 
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purposes, whether through an internet service or otherwise, and to provide the Council with a 

report concerning the results of the study and the recommended changes to the zoning ordinance 

based on such study as soon as practical after the adoption of this resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That the City Planning Commission is hereby directed to hold a public hearing on the 

proposed changes to the zoning ordinance and submit its recommendation and any explanatory 

materials to the City Council as soon as practical. 
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