


To the City of Richmond Commission of Architectural Review,

This letter is in regards to replacement windows installed at 605 N 21* Street, in the Old and Historic
District of Union Hill.

The windows in question were installed earlier this year, the characteristics of which are reflected in the
spec sheet included with this application.

Unfortunately, at the time this home was purchased (September, 2014), the existing materials were not in
keeping with the historic standard of the home or the neighborhood. As the homeowner, I have had
limited success in finding complete information on prior work completed in the home, but have
discovered that the home suffered an extensive fire in February of 1986. Based on the state of the home at
the time of purchase, it appears that any public-facing historically appropriate materials remaining at this
time (if any) were replaced in repairs following the fire.

At the time of purchase, the home featured outdated and poorly installed vinyl windows, riddled with tape
and wires left from numerous home security systems installed over time. Additionally, (and among other
things) the home features vinyl siding and replacement porch materials not in keeping with the historic
nature of the home.

Being as the fire (and last known renovation) to the home occurred in February, 1986, the alterations pre-
date the designation of Union Hill as a City of Richmond Local Old and Historic District — which I
understand occurred in November, 2009.

The existing windows at time of purchase were of sub-par quality and not to historic standards, with the
exception that they appear to have maintained the window sizes original to the home. The replacement
windows under consideration presently were chosen as higher-quality (and properly installed) in-kind
replacements, with the goal of retaining the only remaining historic aspects of the windows — the size and
placement. It was my understanding (pursuant to information in the Old and Historic Districts Handbook
and Design Review Guidelines, pages 7 & 8), that since the replacement windows are in-kind in nature
and not meaningfully different in design, material, or size, full commission review was not required.

I do hope you find this explanation adequate justification for the replacement of the existing windows,
and look forward to answering any questions you have at the upcoming meeting.

Many thanks,

Sarah Simon

Please note: At the time of submission of this application (April 30,2015), I am 36 weeks pregnant and
expecting a child quite close to the meeting date that I presume I would be asked to attend (the meeting is
scheduled for May 26", my due date is May 29™). In the case that I am unable to attend the meeting in
person, I would ask the review to be delayed to the following meeting on June 23", 50 that I may attend
and answer questions or address any concerns personally.

Attachments include:
Design spec sheet for new windows
Any relevant images



Window type: Revere Building Products, Amherst Plus

More details available at:
http://www reverebuildingproducts.com/default/Windows/V inylReplacement/Amberst.aspx

Built with premium vinyl resin; solid vinyl color won't
chip, peel, crack or warp.

Multi-chambered sash and mainframe provide insulating
air spaces for increased thermal efficiency.

Insulated glass unit with sealed air space between
the panes of glass helps reduce the transfer of heat
and cold.

PPG Intercept® Warm-Edge Spacer System saves energy
by reducing the conduction of heat at the edge of the
glass for superior thermal performance and longevity.

Interlocking composite-reinforced sash meeting rails
offer increased insulation and comfort.

Bulb seal at meeting rails enhances energy efficiency.

© Drop-in glazing provides added protection from outside
glements.

Easy-to-operate fully extruded lift rails.

Protective bulb seal at the sill helps block out dust, dirt
and air infiliration.

Stoped sill prevents accurnulation of water and debris.
' Hidden screen track creates a clean-line appearance.

o Fusion-welded sash and mainframe for strength and rigidity

« Dual vent stops offer limited and convenient opening of the
window for airflov

« Constant force batance systern for smooth operation of the
sashes (double hung window)

» Tilt-in top and bottom sashes for safe and easy cleaning from
inside the home (double hung window)

« Double-barrier fin seal weatherstripping at the sash sides
helps block air, water and dirt infiltration

« Beveled exterior profile creates an atiractive appearance










