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May 28, 2015 

 
 

Dear Members, Urban Design Commission, 
 
At the present time Broad Rock Elementary School, which has been open approximately 
two (2) years, has a current enrollment of 827 students in a building that was designed 
with a functional capacity of 650 students. 
 
The increase in student enrollment is attributed the following two (2) primary reasons: 
 

1) The new school retained students in the zone normally who in the past attended a 
school outside of the Broad Rock zone, and 

2) An increase in Hispanic population 

As part the Facilities Task Force “Facilities Needs Report” enrollment for fiscal years 
2016 thru 2025 was computed. We are anticipating that Broad Rock Elementary School 
will see an increase of sixty-nine (69) students in fiscal year 2016.  This increase will 
push the total capacity to 896 students.  The current school building does not have the 
classroom space and dining room to handle these additional students.  
 
Due to the timing of when projections were completed, we did not have sufficient time to 
implement a permanent strategy to address this capacity situation. The long-term strategy 
is the re-zone three schools, which will result in lowering the student population at Broad 
Rock to fit within the functional capacity of the building and to utilize seats at a school 
that is not projected to grow over the upcoming ten (10) fiscal years.  
 
Since we are unable to execute our strategy before the start of 2015-2016 school year, we 
hereby request permission to bring in a 12-room classroom modular building including 
restrooms and a modular dining hall which shall be leased on an annual basis. Our intent 
is to have these units onsite for one (1) year, with a maximum of two (2). 
 
Per our projections we are anticipating a significant growth in our student population in 
our student population in the southern portion of the District over the next ten (10) years. 
In order to address this increase in student population, we have requested funding for the 
construction a new elementary school, renovations and additions to the existing 
elementary schools, and a new middle school, all in this area. All of these steps are 
integral components in addressing the overall facilities needs of the District to meet the 
growing student population.  

 
RICHMOND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

301 NORTH NINTH STREET   RICHMOND, VA  23219-1927 

Thomas Kranz 
Assistant Superintendent Support Services 

tel:  (804) 780-7707 
fax:  (804) 780-6208 

e-mail: tkranz@richmond.k12.va.us 



 
Please be advised that due to the existing building footprint, the only feasible location for 
the location on the temporary modular units is in the front yard. The last option that we 
wanted to entertain in order to accommodate the student population growth was to place 
students in modular buildings however, we do not believe there are any other options 
currently available. This solution is intended to be very temporary. 
 
This plan has been reviewed by the School Board, RPS Administrators, the school 
Principal, and school staff and everyone realizes that we are taking a portion of the 
playing field.  We are doing everything possible to minimize to impact on the playing 
field.  
 
We are hopeful that you will look favorably on our request, meanwhile, should you have 
any questions or need clarification; please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Tommy Kranz 
Assistant Superintendent of Support Services 
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