
  

 

Application for URBAN DESIGN COMMITTEE Review 
 

Department of Planning and Development Review 
Planning & Preservation Division 

900 E. Broad Street, Room 510 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 646-6335 
http://www.richmondgov.com/CommitteeUrbanDesign 

Applicant Information 
(on all applications other than encroachments, a City agency representative must be the applicant) 
 
Name: __________________________________ Email: ____________________________________ 

City Agency: __________________________________________ Phone: _______________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Main Contact (if different from Applicant): _________________________________________________ 

Company: ____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Application Type         Review Type 
__ Addition/Alteration to Existing Structure  __ Encroachment  __ Conceptual 
__ New Construction     __ Master Plan  __ Final 
__ Streetscape     __ Sign 
__ Site Amenity     __ Other  
 
Project Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Project Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Brief Project Description (this is not a replacement for the required detailed narrative) :______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

last revised 10-15-2014 

Filing 
Applications can be mailed or delivered to the attention of  “Urban Design Committee” at the address 
listed at the top of this page. It is important that the applicant discuss the proposal with appropriate City 
agencies, Zoning Administration staff, and area civic associations and residents prior to filing 
the application with the UDC. 

Submittal Deadlines 
All applications and support materials must be filed no later than 21 days prior to the scheduled meeting 
of the Urban Design Committee (UDC). Please see the schedule on page 3 as actual deadlines are ad-
justed due to City holidays. Late or incomplete submissions will be deferred to the next meeting.  

UDC Background 
The UDC is a ten member committee created by City Council in 1968 whose purpose is to advise the 
City Planning Commission on the design of projects on City property or right-of-way. The UDC provides 
advice of an aesthetic nature in connection with the performance of the duties of the Commission under 
Sections 17.05, 17.06 and 17.07 of the City Charter. The UDC also advises the Department of Public 
Works in regards to private encroachments in the public right-of-way. 
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PROJECT NARRATIVE & BACKGROUND: 

The Children’s Farm site has not seen major improvements since its relocation in 1983. 
Improvements and expansion at the site will provide new guest amenities, create new 
programmatic opportunities, and improve efficiencies in animal care. Improvements 
include: 

 Barn renovation 

 Improved animal encounter and new children’s play area 

 Construction of a new Animal Care Facility, allowing for higher standards of 
animal care 

 Significant restroom expansion and improvement which comply with ADA 
standards. 

 Additional Education / Program Space 

 Modifications to the primary vehicular entrance from Park Drive/Shirley Lane. 

 Improvements to Westover Road 

 Expansion and Improvements of Children’s Farm Parking Lot (Re-grade parking 
lot, Repave, add lighting, and save existing trees) 

 New Welcome Plaza (Future) 
Maymont is creating a more interactive and user-friendly family experience for guests of 
all ages while incorporating environmentally-friendly practices, systems, and materials 
into the Children’s Farm, which has not seen major improvement since its relocation in 
1983. This will include: 

 Expanded parking and storm water management systems using eco-friendly 
paving materials, and a water quality treatment train 

 A rainwater collection system with new gutters and downspouts added to the 
existing barn building, enabling water to be collected into a cistern and filtered 
for reuse in the gardens and farm areas 

The proposed water quality treatment train considers a bio-retention practice, followed 
by a Regenerative Step Pool Conveyance System (RSPCS), and ultimately draining to a 
created wetland basin. The treatment train will provide treatment to currently 
untreated impervious areas, provide a sustainable water quality practice, and will serve 
as a landscape amenity to a highly visible attraction and educational opportunity for 
the Children’s Farm.  
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All the improvements to the park will meet or exceed the City of Richmond and DEQ’s 
state regulations regarding stormwater compliance.  

The new facilities will match the character of the existing structures. 

A public meeting was held on March 3 to present this project as well as other Phase 1 
projects.   

 

PUROPOSE OF THE PROJECT: 

Maymont has launched the Spirit of Generosity Campaign, a comprehensive $35 million 
capital and endowment campaign with two outcomes in mind: 

 To expand and improve Maymont’s aging facilities and programs (infrastructure) 

 To achieve sustainability (via growth of operating endowment funds) so future 
generations of residents and visitors can enjoy and explore Maymont 

Maymont has recently completed a park master plan that identified the phasing of the 
improvements.  The Children’s Farm project is one of the Phase 1 projects. 

 

PROJECT FUNDING SOURCE: 

PROJECT FUNDING SOURCES:  Projects are privately funded. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM AND ESTIMATED START TIME: 

Construction will begin upon board and funding approvals.  
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