Application for URBAN DESIGN COMMITTEE Review

Department of Planning and Development Review
Planning & Preservation Division

900 E. Broad Street, Room 510

Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 646-6335
http://Iwww.richmondgov.com/CommitteeUrbanDesign

Application Type Review Type
|__|Addition/Alteration to Existing Structure Encroachment Conceptual
|_|New Construction Master Plan Final

|| Streetscape Sign

Site Amenity Other

Project Name: The Richmond Low Line

Project Address: Dock Street b/w Pear Street and 21st Street

Brief Project Description (this is not a replacement for the required detailed narrative) :
Landscape / Planting enhancements along Dock Street and the Virginia Capital Trail between Pear Street and 21st Street.

Applicant Information
{on all applications other than encroachments, a City agency representative must be the applicant)

- Mark Olinger il: mark.olinger@richmondgov.com
Name: Email:

City Agency: Dept. of Planning and Development Review Phone: 804.646.6305
Address: 900 East Main Street, Rm 511 Richmond, VA 23219

Main Contact (if different from Applicant): Keith Whipple

Company: Waterstreet Studio Phone: 434.906.0374
Email: kwhipple@waterstreetstudio.net

Submittal Deadlines

All applications and support materials must be filed no later than 21 days prior to the scheduled meeting
of the Urban Design Committee (UDC). Please see the schedule on page 3 as actual deadlines are ad-
justed due to City holidays. Late or incomplete submissions will be deferred to the next meeting.

Filing

Applications can be mailed or delivered to the attention of “Urban Design Committee” at the address
listed at the top of this page. It is important that the applicant discuss the proposal with appropri-
ate City agencies, Zoning Administration staff, and area civic associations and residents prior to
filing the application with the UDC.

UDC Background

The UDC is a ten member committee created by City Council in 1968 whose purpose is to advise the
City Planning Commission on the design of projects on City property or right-of-way. The UDC provides
advice of an aesthetic nature in connection with the performance of the duties of the Commission under
Sections 17.05, 17.06 and 17.07 of the City Charter. The UDC also advises the Department of Public
Works in regards to private encroachments in the public right-of-way.

last revised 7-5-2013




Waterstreet

September 18, 2014
Project: Richmond Low Line
Submittal: City of Richmond Urban Design Commission — Project Narrative

Introduction:

Capital Trees, a 501(c)3 organization based in Richmond, Virginia has worked over the past
several years with City of Richmond officials and staff members from DPW, DPU and Parks and
Recreation to design and implement projects at 14" Street, 10" Street and Great Shiplock Park.
Public funds and private donations have been leveraged to improve the aesthetic and
environmental condition of these civic spaces. With guidance and support of City officiais in
recent months, the group began studying opportunities to enhance plantings along Dock Street
and the Virginia Capital Trail between Great Shiplock Park (GSP) and Richmond’s much loved
Canal Walk. The site, now dubbed the “Low Line,” with a nod to New York City’s High Line
presents tremendous opportunity to create a linear park-like setting for the enjoyment of area
residents, businesses, cyclists, and tourists.

With the goal of completing a Phase | planting in time for the UC! Bike Races in September of
2015, plans have been developed and submitted to the Urban Design Committee for review
and comment.

Generally, Phase | is bound by Dock Street to the North, Great Shiplock Park to the East, the
Kanawha Canal to the south and 21* Street to the West. Recognizing that work associated with
stormwater facilities, lighting, canal and hardscape improvements will require significant input
from area stakeholders and representatives from the City of Richmond, the Phase | proposal is
limited to landscape enhancements in the area described. However, it is the hope of Capital
Trees that enhanced plantings in this area will catalyse investment and further improvements
along the trail and in the general vicinity.

Within the Phase | project area, there are two owners of record: The City of Richmond and
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway (CSX). Officials from both organizations have endorsed the
project in concept and are working to refine necessary access and maintenance agreements.

Proposed Improvements:

1. Removal of invasive species beneath CSX Rail and along the Kanawha Canal.

2. Incorporation of compost material and topsoil amendments across the Phase | project site.

3. Installation of canopy and sub-canopy trees along the south side of Dock Street and the Virginia
Capital Trail.

4. |Installation of low growing, predominantly native grasses, perennials and woody ornamental
shrubs between the Virginia Capital Trail and Kanawha Canal.

5. Overseeding of turf areas.

6. Installation of irrigation system and/or handwatering stations.

434.295.8177 t richmond, virginia
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Urban Canopy:

At present, there are 20 trees spaced more or less evenly along the Virginia Capital Trail in the project
area ranging from 1.5” in caliper to 5” in caliper. CSX has indicated that several Zelkovas are planted
too close to the rail line and may require substantial pruning in the coming years. The trees noted above
are intended to be removed and replaced with seventy-three (73) 2.5-3 inch caliper trees planted
approximately 30 feet on center to provide shade and seasonal interest along Dock Street and the trail.
The City of Richmond’s Urban Forester has tagged15 native trees tagged along the canal that shall
remain in place.

Budget:
Estimated construction cost of the above improvements is $825,000.00

Funding Sources:

Capital Trees has provided funding for the design work to date and is actively raising funds for
implementation with the understanding that the City will contribute approximately 25% of the project
budget subject to council appropriation.

Projected Timeline:

The City of Richmond’s Department of Planning and Development Review has agreed to sponsor the
project and has organized reviews by the Department of Public Utilities and Public Works. Capital Trees
will solicit competitive bids for the work and anticipates that construction will start in late Fall 2014 with
substantial completion reached in August of 2015,

Future Maintenance:

Capital Trees will play an active role in the ongoing maintenance of this landscape. The group has
worked in such capacity at Great Shiplock Park since its restoration last year. A third party, private
contractor will be commissioned and managed by Capital Trees to ensure that plantings are selectively
pruned, weeded and adequately watered until establishment.

434.295.8177 t richmond, virginia
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2"x2"x6" MIN. HARDWOOD

O D
o (XR VA ¢
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WEBBED STRAPPING, ARBORTIE OR
APPROVED EQUIV., LOOPED TO
TRUNK. (2) PER TREE. NAIL OR STAPLE
TO STAKE.

STAKES. USE 2 STAKES PER

TREE AND SET OUTSIDE
ROOT PACKAGE

3" DOUBLE SHREDDED
HARDWOOD MULCH,
TAPER AT TRUNK. MULCH
TO WITHIN 2" OF TRUNK
IN PLANTING AREAS.

REMOVE ALL WIRE &
STRING FROM ROOTBALL
AND ALL BURLAP FROM

TOP % OF ROOTBALL

NATIVE BACKFILL SOIL
AMENDED WITH 15%
ORGANIC COMPOST

SET TOP OF ROOT CROWN 2"
ABOVE ADJACENT GRADE

SHAPE SOIL SURFACE TO PROVIDE
3' DIAMETER WATERING RING

FINISH GRADE

— ROUGHEN SIDES OF
PLANTING HOLE

Ve TREE PIT DEPTH=ROQOTBALL DEPTH
MEASURE BEFORE DIGGING TO
AVOID OVEREXCAVATION

COMPACT SUBSOIL
TO FORM PEDESTAL
TO PREVENT SETTLING

—+— DRIVE STAKES 6" TO 1'-0" INTO
/‘ UNDISTURBED SOIL BELOW
¥

ROOTBALL

3 X ROOTBALL
DIAMETER MINIMUM

01 \ TREE STAKING DETAIL - SECTION

0

@ SCALE: N.TS.

3" DOUBLE SHREDDED
HARDWOOD MULCH

ROUGHEN SIDES OF
PLANTING HOLE

PULL OR WASH POTTING MIX
AND ROOT MAT APART TO
DIRECT THE OUTER ROOTS

INTO THE ADJACENT SOIL.

DO NOT LEAVE CIRCLING ROOTS
AGAINST THE ROOT BALL.

NATIVE BACKFILL SOIL AMENDED
WITH 15% DECOMPOSED
ORGANIC COMPOST

SET TOP OF ROOT CROWN
2" ABOVE ADJACENT GRADE

SHAPE SOIL SURFACE TO PROVIDE
3' DIAMETER WATERING RING

FINISH GRADE

o

TREE PIT DEPTH=ROOTBALL DEPTH
MEASURE BEFORE DIGGING TO
AVOID OVEREXCAVATION

e PREPARE SUBSOIL TO FORM
PEDESTAL TO PREVENT SETTLING

2 X ROOTBALL
DIAMETER MINIMUM

7702\ TREE OR SHRUB PLANTING IN BEDS - SECTION

L2.00 / SCALE: N.T.S.

30"
A
)

22"

4" ORGANIC COMPOST
TILLED INTO TOP 6"

OF TOPSOIL PROFILE TO
CREATE A 10" MODIFIED
ROQOT ZONE.

6" OF TOPSOIL

SUBGRADE PRIOR TO
APPLICATION OF TOPSOIL

RIP WITH SINGLE-TOOTH RIPPER OR
OTHER MECHANICAL MEANS

26" DEPTH OF DECOMPACTED SOIL

- P SCARIFY FACE OF
/

| ——— PRIORTO APPLICATION
W OF SOIL, SCARIFY FACE OF

SUBGRADE

———— SUBGRADE

703"\ TREE OR SHRUB PLANTING SOIL - SECTION

L2.00 J SCALE: 1"=1-0"
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