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LETTERS OF OPPOSITION 











River View Advocates 

Church Hill 

Richmond, Virginia 

 

March 31, 2014 

 

Via Email and by Hand Delivery 

Members City of Richmond City Council 

Members City of Richmond Planning Commission 

Richmond City Hall 

900 E. Broad Street 

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 

Dear Members of City Council and Members of City Planning Commission: 

 

 It is our understanding that the Application for a Special Use Permit for The James at River 

Bend, (Ordinance No. 2014-78), was introduced to City Council and is currently scheduled for 

consideration at the April 21, 2014 Planning Commission meeting.  The River View Advocates, a 

group of concerned Richmond citizens, objects to approval of this Application.   

 

As the Planning Department correctly observed about the project in its letter of August 20, 2013, 

(attached for reference): 

 

The foundational elements of the Downtown Plan apply to the subject property. 

 

The proposed building neither respects nor reinforces the scale and character of the 

adjacent buildings. The proposed height of the building is considerably taller than 

buildings within the vicinity. Buildings within the Urban Center Character Area [are] 

generally not higher than five stories…. 

 

The proposed building stands in stark contrast to the nearby historic structures.  

Maintaining the historical character of the area is particularly important for the subject 

property. . .  

 

Given the proposal’s inconsistencies with the Downtown Plan, Staff would not recommend 

approval of the project in its current form. 

 

Subsequent to Staff’s letter, the proposed development has not changed in any material 

respect regarding the height and mass of the building.  We thus fail to understand why the 

proposal has nonetheless been forwarded to you for review in its current state. 



 

We previously prepared (and attach herewith) a detailed rebuttal to the Special Use Permit 

Application that provides additional compelling reasons to support your rejection of the 

Application.  In summary, the proposed development: 

 

 Fails to meet the standards for granting of a Special Use Permit as set forth in the City 

Charter; 

 Fails to Conform with the City’s Downtown Plan; Master Plan; and Zoning Ordinance; 

 Will forever mar the historic and panoramic views from Libby Hill Park;  

 Disrupts the historic integrity of the Shockoe Valley and Tobacco Row Historic District, 

which is recorded in the National Register (see attached DHR map). 

 Would set a major precedent for granting SUPs for similar high-rise structures on nearby 

parcels from 25th Street to Rockett’s Landing;  

 Fails to study or even consider traffic from the proposed Echo Harbor development, 

(“Richmond on the James”), Rocketts Landing or the subdivision projects in Eastern 

Henrico. 

 Fails to consider the a recent project modification to approximately 60 units averaging 

only 800 square feet, indicating a possible shift from high-end units to an apartment 

building. 

 

Our rebuttal provides a reasonable alternative vision that is consistent with the adjoining 

B-5 zoning, preserves the panoramic view from Libby Hill Park and is appropriate in scale 

and mass to historic Tobacco Row.  In addition, we provide the following link 

http://we.tl/DNyw6B1Kgd which contains photographs superimposing the developer’s 

current proposed development, along with a sample rendering that illustrates a better 

alternative. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this very important matter.  We would be 

happy to discuss our concerns and proposals with you in person at any time.  Please feel free 

to contact our representative John Whitworth at jbwhitworth@comcast.net , (804) 644-6559. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

The Riverview Advocates* 

Richmond, Virginia 

 

* See members and signatories in our attached rebuttal letter. 

http://we.tl/DNyw6B1Kgd
mailto:jbwhitworth@comcast.net
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