
 

Ms. Alyson Oliver, AICP 
Senior Planner 
Department of Planning 
City of Richmond 
900 East Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 

RE: Special Use Permit – 3618 Hawthorne Avenue 

Richmond, VA 23222 

 

Dear Ms. Oliver: 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Ginter Park Residents Association, representing homeowners of the Ginter Park 
and Laburnum Park neighborhoods, I am writing to express our strong opposition to the Special Use Permit Amendment for 
3618 Hawthorne Avenue. While our association strongly supports responsible growth and development, we are of the 
opinion that this new development, as currently proposed, would negatively impact the surrounding neighborhood. The 
applicant claims consistency with the Richmond 300 Master Plan, we believe that this request misinterprets key aspects of 
the plan and for the following reasons strongly oppose this SUP. 

1. Misalignment with the Existing Neighborhood Scale and Character 

The Richmond 300 Master Plan calls for a variety of housing types consistent with the scale, density, and design of the 
existing neighborhood. However, the proposed development exceeds the established character of the surrounding single-
family homes. While two-family and small multi-family units may be "recommended" under specific circumstances, the 
actual implementation must respect neighborhood context, which this proposal fails to do. 

2. Increased Density and Traffic Congestion 

Laburnum Avenue is already a heavily traveled corridor, and adding additional housing units will inevitably increase vehicle 
traffic. While the applicant highlights multi-modal transportation options, public transit and pedestrian infrastructure in 
this area are insufficient to fully mitigate additional vehicular use. This will strain existing roadways, increase congestion, 
and potentially create safety hazards for both drivers and pedestrians. 

3. Parking Strain on Surrounding Streets 

The proposed development does not adequately account for parking demand, and relying on on-street parking will 
negatively impact current residents. The surrounding neighborhood is primarily single-family homes with driveways and 



 

limited street parking availability. Approving this amendment could lead to overflow parking onto neighboring streets, 
creating congestion and accessibility issues for existing homeowners. 

4. Precedent for Further Zoning Erosion 

Approving this Special Use Permit would set a dangerous precedent, opening the door for further zoning exemptions that 
erode the intent of R-1 zoning protections. The long-term impact could lead to piecemeal upzoning that undermines 
neighborhood stability, property values, and homeowner expectations. 

Conclusion 

As previously stated, while we support responsible growth and development, we believe this proposal does not align with 
the true intent of the Richmond 300 Master Plan and poses significant risks to neighborhood character, traffic conditions, 
parking availability, and long-term zoning stability. 

I urge the Planning and Zoning Commission to reject this Special Use Permit Amendment and instead encourage 
development that fully respects existing R-1 zoning protections and the character of our community. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Melody Imburg  
President Ginter Park Residents Association 
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