
September 15th, 2023

Chairman Rodney Poole
Richmond Planning Commission
900 East Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Chairman Poole,

On behalf of RVA YIMBY, we are writing in support of Ordinance 2023-243 authorizing

the special use of the property at 2200 Ingram Avenue for a residential development with up to

250 units.

We believe the Oak Grove neighborhood is well positioned to handle additional density

past its R-5 zoning and that this project aligns with other redevelopments like the nearby Port

City Apartments and Model Tobacco Flats, which have re-purposed former institutional and

industrial tracts that had sat vacant to dense residential use.

As outlined in the the Richmond 300 plan, the larger Manchester area is to be

characterized as a ‘priority growth node’ and because the Oak Grove neighborhood specifically

is to remain residential per the future land use map, having a variety of housing types will allow

for natural neighborhood-oriented growth that complements the higher densities and mixed uses

envisioned along Rt. 1 and Commerce Rd.

Ordinance 2023-243 will add 250 desperately needed, affordable homes to our housing

market and in recognizing the housing crisis that the City of Richmond declared in April of this

year, we ask that this body support the paper.

Your neighbors,

Andrew Bryant & Will Wilson

City of Richmond Co-Leads

🌐 RVAYIMBY.org
📧 hello@rvayimby.org
🐦@RVA_YIMBY

mailto:hello@rvayimby.org


From: Brock Hall
To: PDR Land Use Admin; Floyd, Tavares M. - City Council; Philipsen, Sven J. - City Council
Subject: 2200 Ingram Avenue SUP (ORD. 2023-243)
Date: Sunday, September 17, 2023 5:49:44 PM
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Dear Members of the Richmond City Planning Commission,

I am writing to express my views on the proposed Special Use Permit (SUP) for the
development around 2200 Ingram Avenue.

I support the idea of higher-density, mid-rise, mixed-use development. My concern,
however, lies in the height restrictions mentioned in clause "(c)" of the proposed SUP.
Specifically:

The height for special use in section 3(a)(i) is limited to four stories.

The height in section 3(a)(iii) is restricted to two stories.

I believe that increasing the maximum allowable height to, for example, six stories,
can lead to a more efficient use of space, potentially freeing up land for community
activities or additional green spaces. It can also enable potential mixed-use
development that creates local jobs, reducing the need for longer commutes.

Having lived in the Manchester area on-and-off since 2012, I have witnessed the
transformation of empty plots into low-rise buildings and townhomes. While it's good
to see development, I often think about how much public space has been sacrificed
that could have been preserved had we opted for higher density housing.

It's my understanding that local residents are requesting an acre to be set aside for
community use. Given the current height restrictions, it becomes a choice between
sacrificing community land or affordable housing. A more flexible approach to building
height could alleviate this issue, enabling us to accommodate both.

While I support the current SUP, I believe there are aspects that could be improved. I
urge the Commission to consider these points not just for the current development but
also for future projects in the city.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Sincerely,
Brock





























Date: September 22, 2022  

Dear Richmond City Council, 

My name is Charles Page, and I support the new development at Oak Grove. There is an 

abandoned school sitting where the new housing development will be built that’s inhabited by 

homelessness, prostitution, and drug addiction. I have a grandmother that lives on 2020 Ingram 

Ave, and the number of people I see coming out of that abandoned school is ridiculous. The 

number of empty condom wrappers around the school is atrocious, meaning people are having 

sex in the building, courtyard, and playground. The new housing development will replace the 

Oak Grove abandoned school and bring affordable homes to struggling people trying to find a 

place to call home.  




























































